Bridgewater College

BC Digital Commons
Fifty Years of Educational Endeavor

College Publications

1930

Fifty Years of Educational Endeavor
Bridgewater College

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.bridgewater.edu/
fifty_years_educational_endeavor
Part of the History Commons

Recommended Citation
Bridgewater College, "Fifty Years of Educational Endeavor" (1930). Fifty Years of Educational Endeavor. 1.
https://digitalcommons.bridgewater.edu/fifty_years_educational_endeavor/1

This Book is brought to you for free and open access by the College Publications at BC Digital Commons. It has
been accepted for inclusion in Fifty Years of Educational Endeavor by an authorized administrator of BC Digital
Commons. For more information, please contact rlowe@bridgewater.edu.

FIFTY YEARS
OF

EDUCATIONAL EN DEAVOR
Bridgewater College 1880-1930
Daleville College 1890-1930

By

A Staff of Alumni

Printed by
The McClure Company, Inc.
Staunton, Va.
1930

A FOREWORD

T

HIS book marks a half century in the life and
service of Bridgewater-Daleville College.
Like the volume that appeared in 1905, it is a
tribute of the alumni.
Bridgewater College, dating from 1880, and
Daleville Academy, dating from 1890, have since
1923 composed one system of schools. Both are
small institutions, gauged in terms of buildings,
dollars, and numbers of students; but measured
in achievements and areas of influence they fill a
respectable place in educational history.
Alumni are known to have served their day
and generation in nearly every state of our fed
eral union-perhaps the two or three hundred
whose addresses are unknown may touch the
other states and complete the circle. It is known
also that they have filled places of trust and
honor in many foreign lands-India, China,
Africa, Japan, the Philippines, the Hawaiian Isl
ands, South America, Canada, and various coun
tries of Europe.
The Bridgewater-Daleville System of Schools
is controlled and fostered by the Church of the
Brethren, yet many of the students in attendance
and hundreds of the most devoted alumni are
members of other denominations. Brethren,
Methodists_, Presbyterians, Baptists, United

Brethren, Disciples, Reformed, Mennonites,
Lutherans, Episcopalians,. Catholics, and others
meet here and work together in congenial fel
lowship.
Our Alma Mater serves the churches as well
as the nations.
From Bridgewater and Daleville young men
and women have gone out into nearly every im
portant profession and field of work. Te'achers
and farmers, preachers and business men, phys
icians and bankers, nurses and secretaries, au
thors and housewives, college presidents and
government officials, statesmen and editors
these classes and many others are well repre
sented.
Our Alma Mater gives a far-reaching vision.
Her field is the world. To her all forms of neces.;.
sary service are alike honorable. She does not
train narrowly for this or that, but seeks to de
velop the character,.the knowledge, the skill that
are essential to all.
Three of the men who have aided in preparing
this book were on the editorial staff of the volume
that appeared a quarter of a century ago. It is a
:privilege to them to repeat now what was a pleas
ure then. And this sentiment we believe is
shared by the majority of the Ten Thousand
whose names have been written with ours on the
class rolls during the passing . yet promising
years.
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CHAPTER I

THE FIRST BOARD OF TRUSTEES

T

ByJ. M. HENRY

HE Spring Creek School for Higher Learn
ing became a reality in the fall of 1880-the
forerunner of Bridgewater College. The men
who planned wisely have long since, many of
them, passed on to their reward, but their works
do follow them.
Many of our church leaders had long felt the
need for Christian teaching and some kind of
school to train men for leadership. The matter
had been discussed in private counsel and public
meetings, but to Martin P. Miller and Daniel C.
Flory belongs the credit for putting the matter
in concrete forin.
Martin P. Miller, in whose home the plans
were mapped out for this school of higher learn
ing, and where Daniel C. Flory lived when he
started the school, was born October 8, 1833, on
the Miller homestead, near Spring Creek. · His
parents, Martin and Nancy Sanger Miller, built
up a strong Christian home. Martin P. was the
eighth in a family of eleven children. He married
Rebecca Heatwole, at .Edom, on June 25, 1854,
the well-known minister, Peter Shickel, officiat
ing. To this union were born nine children, who
have been vitally interested in the work of
Bridgewater College.
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The educational advantages of Martin P.
were meager, but he was a keen student of public
affairs. He read much and took every oppor
tunity to improve his training. He was a pro
found student of the Bible. He was both farmer
and preacher, but always considered the ministry
his first work. In his manner of life he was kind,
sympathetic, generous, and forgiving. His ser
mons showed good preparation and were given
with deep emotion and feeling, often moving his
hearers to tears. He is remembered not only for
his good deeds, but also for his wise counsel and
vision. The dominant characteristic of the Mil
ler home was its hospitality. Here the poor, the
sad hearted, stranger, or friend found help and
comfort. On our roll of honor, as a promoter of
education, the name of Martin P. Miller will al
ways ,loom large as one who builded better than
he knew.
One year older than Martin P. Miller, and
closely associated with him in education, was
Daniel Yount. Daniel was born October 23,
1832, in the political cyclone year when Andrew
Jackson, "Old Hickory," was re-elected Presi
dent. The ancestors of Daniel Yount emigrated
from Switzerland and settled in York County, Pa.
Joseph Yount, grandfather of Daniel, moved
from York to Rockingham, and later to Augusta
County, Va., where he spent the remainder of his
life. To the union of Joseph and Elizabeth Bow-
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man Yount were born nine children. Samuel
Yount, one of his sons, married Eliza Whitmore,
to whom were born five children: Susan, Daniel,
John, Samuel, and Emma.
Daniel was reared on a farm and received a
good common school education. He read widely
and was known as a keen observer. His mod
esty, reserve, and polite manner won a host of
admirers.
On October 13, 1857, Daniel Yount married
Margaret Catherine Bowman. She was the
daughter of Daniel P. Bowman, of Rockingham,
a very successful farmer. The only child of Dan
iel and Margaret, Walter Bowman Yount, was
born June 22, 1859. They lived several years in
Augusta and then moved on the farm of the
wife's father, two miles south of Broadway.
During the Civil War the soldiers of the
Union army set fire to the barn while Daniel
Yount and his young son, Walter, watched the
barn burn down.
Daniel Yount was baptized by Elder Daniel
Brower in what is now known as Middle River
congregation. He was elected to the ministry in
1872, at the age of forty, and was a leader in the
ministry until he met with a tragic death on Jan
uary 20, 1885, before daybreak at a railroad
crossing, to which place he had gone to board a
train for Stuarts Draft to attend the funeral of a
friend at Mt. Vernon Church.
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His neighbors and friends mourned the loss
of this good, true, kind-hearted, and devout man.
He was one of the charter members of the trus
tee board of Bridgewater College and had much
to do with the work in those days of trial when it
took men of big faith to build for the future. His
son, Walter, later became president of the col
lege which his father had so devotedly served.
Samuel H. Myers was born the same year as
Daniel Yount, 1832, on February 25th. His
father, Benjamin Myers, was married to Mary
Hoover on May 1, 1828. There were three chil
dren before the mother died in 1832, the year
when Samuel was born, near Forestville, Shen
andoah County. His father died when Samuel
was fifteen years old. The latter took charge of
the farm at an early age.
At the age of twenty-two Samuel married
Catherine Arbogast, of Timberville. He was a
large man, a good singer, and possessed a com
manding personality. He was positive, quick to
form judgment, and talked direct to the point.
He united with the church while on a trip to
Maryland, and was soon elected to the ministry.
There are few men who did more for the church
in his day. He attended the annual meetings of
the church regularly, got more outside ministers
to come to the Valley than any minister of his
time, advocated revival meetings, argued for
Sunday schools, advised building the Old Folks'
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Home, and introduced progressive measures in
church work. He was a man of vision and- lived
ahead of his age.
Samuel Myers was also a successful business
man and a strong advocate of a college for the
church. He was a pioneer in the field of educa
tion and became one of the founders of Bridge
water College, which he supported with time and
money. When a debt of $10,000 endangered the
work at the college, he was one of twelve . men
who pledged one-half of the amount to pay off
the debt. He was not only a loyal trustee of
Bridgewater College, but served as director of
the bank which he helped to establish in New
Market. The last days of his life were pathetic.
He became financially involved, through no fault
of his own, and the burden became too great.
Weighed down with sorrow, he took his own life
October 25, 1897, at the age of sixty-five. He was
laid to rest in-the cemetery at Timberville.
Emanuel Hoover, son of Samuel and Anna
Hoover, was born near Timberville on the old
Hoover homestead, April 3, 1827, fourth son in a
family of five children. He was reared on the
farm and became interested in the large business
affairs of his father. He married Anna Cline and
to this union were born two daughters and three
sons. The oldest daughter, Rebecca, married the
well-known business man and cattle dealer, Cor
nelius Driver (deceased). The three sons have
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loyally supported Bridgewater College, with both
sons and daughters and money. Emanuel Hoov
er was a man of keen judgment, a good coun
selor, pcogressive, and devoted to the church.
His early connection· with the college was a dis
tinct contribution to the welfare of the school.
By his wise counsel, many perplexing problems
were solved. His co-laborers looked to him for
help and advice. He may be said to have been
truly a pillar in the early work of the college.
His son, John H. Hoover, is a valuable member
of the present board of trustees.
Among our pioneers in education, the name of
Samuel Petry must be remembered. A son of
Henry and Elizabeth Petry, he was born near
Waynesboro, Pa., December 9, 1830, where he
attended school. About 1851 he moved into the
Mill Creek congregation, East Rockingham,
where he united with the church at the age of
twenty-three. He was elected to the office of
deacon in 1869 and two years later was made a
minister. He became prominent as an evangelist
and home mission worker. He was a co-laborer
with Isaac Long, Sr., Samuel Cline, and Fred
erick Miller, whose mission work on horseback
is responsible for churches in Madison, Greene,
Page, and Pendleton counties. His ministry was
free. Only once did he accept compensation-a
saddle blanket-so far as the record shows.
He suffered for conscience sake during the
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Civil War. His barn was burned and his life
threatened. The bravery of his daughter saved
his life when soldiers had him backed up against
a wall ready to kill him. His daughter ran
between her father and the soldiers with raised
guns.
Samuel Petry married Susannah Miller, in
1852, one year before his baptism. This union
lasted fifty-seven years. Six children were born.
Elder Petry shared the burdens of early trustee
ship in the college and encouraged education
whole-heartedly. He died on February 22, 1914,
at the ripe age of eighty-four.
The Shaver family was one of the early pi
oneer settlers in the northern Shenandoah Val
ley. Samuel A. Shaver came from a pious ances
try. His grandfather emigrated from Germany,
and married Barbara Stauffer, February 12,
1784. To this union were born five daughters and
one son, George. At an early age George moved
to the Valley and settled near Maurertown. He
married Mary Beydler. They had six children.
Their son, Samuel A., was born March 14, 1829,
on the old Shaver homestead. He received his
education in both public and private schools of
his community. He was an eager student, read
widely, and devoted much study to the Bible. He
married Anna Good of Mt. Jackson. Their four
children, Alice, David, George, and Samuel, have
followed the pious instructions of their parents.
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Elder Samuel Shaver was known as an able
preacher. He was elected to the ministry in
1860, advanced to the eldership in 1876, and
served his church for ,fifty-one years in the min
istry. His mission trips carried him to Mary
land, Pennsylvania, and the hills and mountains
of Virginia. He traveled on horseback. No road
was too rough, no weather too bad to keep him
from his appointments. He was instrumental in
organizing many churches. As one of the found
ers of Bridgewater College, he established a rec
ord of faithful service. His wife died August 11,
1911. The shock was too great to bear, and
Elder Shaver died October 12th, only two
months later.
"No man loved the church more and had more
faith in her future," is a tribute given to Emanuel
B. Shaver, a brother of Elder Samuel. The
Shaver brothers thoroughly believed in the
church and advocated the establishment of an in
stitution of higher learning. Both had attended
the seminary of Woodstock, Virginia, and had
come to the conclusion that the Dunker people
should have a college.
Emanuel was born February 8, 1843, four
teen years younger than Samuel. During the
Civil War he taught public school near Maurer
town, at Copp's school house. He married Lu
cretia Stone in 1864 and united with the church
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the following year. The church called him to the
ministry in 1872.
"Thou shalt guide me with thy counsel," was
the text of his first sermon. As the record shows,
his prayer was answered. He helped to organize
twenty churches, baptized over 2,000 people,
served as pastor of Louisville, Ohio; Johnstown,
P�.; Hagerstown, Md.; Bethlehem and Harrison
burg, Va., and held revival meetings from Texas
to Pennsylvania. His interests were nation-wide.
He worked for the cause of prohibition and
peace, served as first president of the Anti-Saloon
League of Shenandoah County. His lecture, "No
More War," was heard by thousands.
In 1880 he was elected to the board of trustees
of Bridgewater College and served in that capa
city with honor and distinction. He died October
18, 1927, at four-score and four. Truly a great
man in Israel has fallen.
Enoch L. Brower, born May 7, 1831, on a
farm, near Waynesboro, Va., where he attended
public school, married Hannah Wine. They had
ten children-six sons and four daughters. A
deep sense of piety and love was characteristic of
their home. In April, 1861, Enoch Brower united
with the Church of the Brethren, and eight years
later was elected to the ministry in the Barren
Ridge church. He was a member of the mission
board and also served as a trustee on the first
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board of Bridgewater College. He was responsi
ble for the mission points in Nelson County,
where he spent much time in the later years of
his life.
On July 20, 1897, he suffered a stroke of
apoplexy and passed away at four o'clock in the
afternoon. , He was buried in the cemetery at
Barren Ridge-the church where he had served
long and faithfully.
During a tide of migration from Pennsylvania
to the Shenandoah Valley in the fifties will be
found the name of Daniel Baker, son of John and
Barbara Hoover Baker. Daniel was born· near
Churchtown, Pa., July 28, 1821, where he attend
ed public school and worked. on the farm. The
Bakers settled at the small town, Stephensburg
(Stephens City). A few years later Daniel met
Alcinda Kline and married her on February 17,
1857, at Winchester. He was then thirty-six
years old. Their home was blessed with six chil
dren, Daniel C., Quinter, Susie, Lula, Emma, and
Effie. In 1861 Daniel was baptized by Elder John
Brindle. · Five years later he was called to the
ministry, and was advanced to eldership on Sep
tember 15, 1878. He donated the land and much
of the money for the Salem church.
Daniel Baker was a successful business man,
prominent in community welfare work. His ex
cellent business training made him a valuable
counselor in financial matters, as a trustee and
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founder of Bridgewater College. He died April
15, 1905.
Samuel Driver was born April 22, 1834, one
mile east of Timberville, on the farm known as
the old Driver homestead. During the summer
of 1835 an epidemic of fever swept over the com
munity, taking his father and mother. A brother
and sister died about the same time with the same
disease. This left an older brother, John, and a
sister, Anna. Samuel was fourteen months old
at the time. His uncle and aunt, Michael and
Elizabeth Driver Roller, gave him a home. An
uncle, Elder John Kline, a doctor and minister,
gave John a home. An aunt, Anna Click, near
Weyers Cave·, took Anna.
As soon as John Driver became of age he
went back to the farm to live, taking with him
Samuel, then fourteen.
Samuel, when a small boy going to school
near New Market, would entertain the children
by standing on a rail fence under an old cherry
tree and preaching to them. About forty years
later he was called to dedicate a church, known
as Fairview, on the same spot. At the age of
twelve he fell from a cherry tree and broke his
left leg, and was a cripple for a long time.
Not long after John Driver moved back to his
old home he married Katherine Myers, making a
good home for Samuel until he was twenty-one.
Then his brother gave him a horse, saddle, bridle,
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and a new suit of clothes for his work during the
preceding seven years. He left soon after for
Middletown, Ohio, where he made his home with
Andrew Tatis. His purpose in going west was
to settle there, but he stayed only one year. He
was married to Anna Myers on May 15, 1856, at
the old Myers homestead, by Elder Jacob Wine,
a German Baptist minister and a favorite friend
of the family. The marriage ceremony was per
formed in the German language. After visiting
friends and relatives the young couple spent the
first year of their married life on the farm of the
bride's mother.
In March, 1857, he bought a farm of 200 acres
near Swoope, about eight miles west of Staunton-,
on Middle River. After a long and tedious move
in wagons they were permanently settled in their
new home. In 1859 his hip was crushed by a
horse. This caused him to be a cripple practi
cally all of his life. However, it did not keep him
from work; and people often spoke of him as un
usually active.
In September, 1866, Samuel Driver and wife
were baptized at Christian Cline's home by Abra
ham Garber. Previously he attended the Pres
byterian Church and his wife the Lutheran.
Jacob and Daniel Thomas made the Driver home
their stopping place on their way to Highland,
Bath, and Alleghany counties, where they had
preaching appointments. He soon became at-
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tached to these men, and through their influence
he and his wife decided to unite with the Church
of the Brethren.
In April; 1869, he was elected to the ministry
at the home of Jacob Zigler, near Churchville,
Augusta County. He was ordained by Elder
Daniel Thomas and Martin Miller, of Beaver
Creek. He then took up his share at once of the
church work in Highland, Bath, and Alleghany.
He also had a preaching appointment in a little
Episcopal chapel near his home, and continued
this until a few years before he died. In 1875
they decided to leave Swoope. He bought the
George Mowery farm of 369 acres, nine miles
northeast of Staunton, on the Port Republic
Road, near the Barren Ridge church. Here he
went into active church work.· In the fall of 1876,
it was through his influence that one of the first
revival meetings of the Brethren was held in the
Shenandoah Valley. At first it did not meet with
approval, and until it proved a success it was
called "the Driver meeting." The revivalists
were Elders William Franklin and Jacob Trostle,
from Maryland. After forty-one were added to
the church, revivals were all right.
Not long afterwards, probably in the spring
of 1877, a Sunday school was organized in the
Barren Ridge church, one of the· first in the
Valley. Samuel Driver was one of the loyal sup
porters of the Sunday school. He was made elder
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in 1884, and with Elder Enoch Brower worked
many years, traveling on horseback into the Blue
Ridge Mountains, in Nelson, Albemarle, Greene,
Page, and Rockbridge counties. He built up a
church in Nelson, the Mt. Tanner Church, where
he took much interest and worked as long as he
lived. He also held many revival meetings in
Virginia, West Virginia, · Maryland, Pennsyl
vc;1nia, and Indiana. He was always interested in
the annual conferences of the Church of the
Brethren, and often served as delegate. He was
once heard to say that he had crossed the Ohio
River thirty-two times in going to annual meet
ings and committee meetings, and thirteen of
those trips took him across the Mississippi River.
He always made arrangements for the church
people to go to conferences, and through his in
terest the railroads gave him and his wife free
tickets.
He was one of the first trustees of Bridge
water College, serving from 1880 to 1894. From
1888 to 1894 he served as president of the board
of trustees. He was a man of vision. He spent
practically a year riding horseback over the
country soliciting for the first building at Bridge
water. He died January 18, 1908.
Levi Garber was born near Mt. Sidney, Au
gusta County, Va., August 21, 1828. His father,
Jacob, was the third ,son of Abraham and Eliza
beth Garber. John Garber, the great-grand-
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father of Levi, moved from York County, Pa., to
Shenandoah County, Va., about 1775 or 1776. He
was the descendant of one of three Garber broth
ers who came from Switzerland· to America.
John Garber (died 1787) was the first minister
of the Church of the Brethren in the Shenandoah
Valley of Virginia. Barbara, his wife, survived
him about twenty-one years, being seventy-five
at the time of her death. They were the parents
of seven sons and three daughters: John, Samuel,
Martin, Anna, Abraham, Jacob, Daniel, Cather
ine, Joseph, and Magdaline. Six of these sons
and two sons-in-law were distinguished ministers
of the Church of the Brethren. One son was a
deacon.
Abraham Garber, son of John, married Eliza
beth Humbert, of Augusta County, and settled
on the farm known as the Garber farm, near New
Hope, about 1790. This farm has been occupied
ever since by his descendants. Abraham Garber,
grandfather of Levi, was born November 10,
1760, and died February 16, 1848. He was the
founder and elder of the Middle River congrega
tion. He donated and built the first house of
worship, of the Church of the Brethren, in Au
gusta County. It was a commodious brick build
ing, erected in 1824, on a beautiful and convenient
location on his farm. In this church the annual
conference was held in 1851.
Jacob Garber, father of Levi, was married
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March 10, 1823, to Nancy Arnold, daughter of
Samuel Arnold, of Hampshire County, W. Va.
They had five sons and one daughter: Rebekah,
Abraham, Levi, Reuben, Arnold, and Jacob W.
Levi was of a family of sturdy, conservative
people whose lives were dominated by their re
ligious zeal. At the age of five his parents moved
on a farm near a mill; at the mill he spent many
hours of his childhood days. His chief sport as a
boy was fishing.
Levi Garber married Barbara Miller, who
lived on an adjoining farm. They located on a
130-acre farm nearby, where they reared their
family and spent the remainder of their lives.
About a year before their marriage, August, 1849,
both Levi and Barbara united with the church.
In 1855 Levi was made a deacon; a minister in
1860; and was ordained to the eldership in 1875.
Shortly after he was elected to the ministry, the
Civil War broke out and he was drafted. When
the call came, he kissed each child good-bye, then
bade farewell to his wife, who was in tears. At
that moment Ephraim Garber entered the room
and said: "B"arbara, Levi will come home." His
prediction was true, for the father was excused
from military service and returned to his family.
His entire ministerial life of more than fifty�
five years was devoted to serving the Middle
River congregation. At that time there was no
active missionary program carried on by the
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Church of the Brethren, but Levi did extensive
mission work in the mountainous districts and in
Eastern Virginia. He generally traveled on
horseback. His faithful riding horse carried him
over 30,000 miles. For several years he went
every month, a distance of thirty-six miles, leav..:
ing home Saturday and returning Monday. He
would go by Concord, Buena Vista, Stuarts
Draft, and Mt. Vernon, as far as Irish Creek.
On a preaching tour in the West Virginia
mountains he and his two brothers were caught
in a heavy rain. Night came on and they found
themselves belated in the mountains. They were
traveling on one of the longest mountains in that
part of West Virginia, with no dwelling house in
sight. Finally a beam of light glowed in the dis
tance. Arriving at the house they asked for a
night's lodging. Lodging could not be provided,
but the man offered them a pine torch to continue
their journey. Levi afterwards reported this to
be the hardest experience he had on his preaching
tours.
Levi Garber was a plain, unassuming man,
with no desire for show. He was of medium
stature, with raven black hair, dark eyes, and a
rather large nose. The Bible was the chief source
of his reading, and he knew it thoroughly. His
earnestness in delivering the message is illus
trated by the words of one man who described
him as the minister who preached all over. Evan;_
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gelistic services were not conducted then, but he
occasionally went on tours covering a period of
two weeks, preaching in one church after an
other. While he was gone the farm was left in
charge of his older sons and the mother. Al
though stern, he was a kind father and interested
in his children's welfare. Many times he helped
them with their problems in arithmetic. It was
his custom to read the daily newspaper aloud to
the family.
In 1880 he was chosen as a member of the
first board of directors of Bridgewater College.
He attended regularly the board meetings. His
wife died August 1, 1878. From that time until
his death he lived with his children on the home
farm. 'The last ten years of his life he suffered
from cancer. His daughter, Barbara, remained
with him until his death, November 10, 1914.
Levi A. Wenger was born at Long Glade,
Augusta County, Va., November 9, 1841. Like
many of his day, his educational opportunities
were very limited. He attended the public school
at Long Glade, but never had a chance to attend
college.
When the Civil War broke out, he, with his
brother Martin, his brother-in-law, and others
were piloted through the mountains, on foot,
across the line into Ohio, where he worked for a
Mr. Miller on a sawmill until the close of the war
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in 1865; then he came back to Augusta County,
where he lived the rest of his life.
On October 18, 1866, he married Mary Mad
aline Miller, eldest daughter of Elder John Miller.
To this union were born two sons, Perry and
Martin. He was elected to the ministry April 13,
1870, and ordained to the eldership in 1881.
The strenuous life of war times caused him to
think of the importance of church membership.
In the spring of 1862, near Moscow Church, he
was baptized by Elder Jacob Thomas.
Levi Wenger was a man of excellent qualities,
true and faithful to his home and church. His
home life and influence were so pure and far
reaching that his neighbors were constrained to
say, "Whatever Wenger says is right." He was
called by some, "The peace-maker of the com
munity." Disputes over road building, boundary
lines, and many others were not taken to court
for settlement, but were taken to Levi Wenger.
He was a friend to education and a strong ad
vocate of the mission work of the church, to
which he contributed liberally. In 1880 he was
elected on the board of trustees of Bridgewater
College, and served for a period of eight years.
Later, he served on the .board of visitors from
1895 to 1898. It was due to his untiring efforts
and liberality that the churches of Staunton and
Elk Run were built. He gave liberally to both
churches and to the college.
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He was a man of rare executive ability, and
because of his unswerving fidelity to duty he fre
quently represented the Second District of Vir
ginia on the standing committee at the annual
meeting. He was appointed by that body on sev
eral important committees, and at the time of his
death was, and had been for several years, serving
on a committee to the churches of Western Penn
sylvania. He was a man of moderate education,
but delivered short and pjthy sermons in an ear
nest style that will be remembered for years by
those who heard him.
He was so much interested in the work of the
church that he attended the Lincoln conference
in 1901 while he was ill. He grew weaker from
this time on until his death on March 28, 1902.
The funeral took place on Easter Sunday at the
Pleasant Valley church, conducted by Elder D.
C. Flory, from Phil. 1 :21, at Elder Wenger's re
quest.
Daniel Miller, father of Benjamin Miller,
came to this country from Germany. Daniel had
two sisters and five brothers. Two of the broth
ers, Samuel and Abraham, went to Ohio in 1840.
The other three, Martin, Jacob, and Joseph, set
tled at Beaver Creek, Rockingham County, Va.
Daniel settled near Greenmount, where he mar
ried Annie Hoover. To this union were born
eighteen children, nine boys and nine girls. Ben-.
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jamin Miller, the youngest, was born September
27, 1829.
Benjamin, being a member of such a large
family, had fewer advantages than a boy of a
smaller family might have had. However, he
availed himself of the opportunities then afford
ed. He read extensively and acquired a fair
education. He was baptized near the present
Greenmount church by Elder Benjamin Bowman,
who was then the active elder there. He married
Hettie E. Showalter, the daughter of Anthony
Showalter, April 15, 1852, at the bride's home,
five miles west of Broadway. They had twelve
children-Daniel, Elizabeth, Ann, A. D., March
C., Jacob A., Benjamin F., John J., S. M., Re
becca F., I. William, Emma S., and a baby that
died very young and was not named.
He was elected to the ministry at Green
mount, December 6, 1866. Later he became as
sociate elder of the Greenmount congregation
with his brother, Jacob Miller. When Jacob died,
Benjamin became sole elder. His advice and
counsel were sought by the presiding elders of
other churches, and he remained a very influen
tial member of the church until his death. Dur
ing his day William Thurman introduced a new
religious belief that became very popular among
many of the people for a time. A large number
of the members of the Brethren Church fol
lowed Thurman. His followers came to be called
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Thurmanites. He taught and they believed that
the Lord was coming at a certain time, and went
around trying to get the people to be prepared
against the day. Many of the people believed
what they were told about the world coming to
an end at this certain time, and went with. the
crowd. Some were so sure that the end was at
hand that they did not put out their crops. On
the day that was set for the Lord to come a large
crowd assembled on a high hill between Mount
Crawford and Dayton, and waited to be received
up into heaven. Being disappointed, almost all
of the people who had followed Thurman came
back to the Brethren Church.
Benjamin Miller was taken prisoner once for
a few days during the Civil War, but he was ex
empted from service by hiring a substitute, and
later by payment of exemption fines. He was
elected to the first board of trustees of Bridge
water College when it was founded in 1880. He
served the college in this capacity until 1887,
when he resigned because he felt that he was not
competent to do the work.
His first wife died March 23, 1898, and he
later married Catherine Fitzwater.
One striking thing about the Daniel Miller,
Sr., family was that all of the nine boys but one,
Daniel, Jr., were ministers. Benjamin and sev
eal of his brothers became elders in the church.
Benjamin did much for the home mission cause.
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Almost every summer, while he was in good
health, he made trips to West Virginia to preach.
He was a profound student of the Bible; hon
est in all of his dealings; a friend to all; fond of
singing old hymns, and was often heard hum
ming as he went about his daily tasks. He died
June 11, 1913, at the ripe age of eighty-three
years, seven months, and four days. He was act
ive mentally and physically until a few days be
fore his death.
John W. Click, son of Joseph Click, was born
December 1, 1853, on what is now the Shirkey
farm on Mossy Creek, where he attended public
school. He later went to normal school at
Bridgewater, and for several years taught in pub
lic schools. In 1875 he united with the Church of
the Brethren at Beaver Creek and was baptized
by his uncle, Jacob Thomas, in October of that
year. Being a faithful and devout worker in the
church, he was soon called to the ministry, being
elected at Middle River church in Augusta
County.
On July 23, 1876, he was married to Rebecca
A. Cline. Their marriage took place on the old
Cline homestead in Augusta County. They were
the parents of seven children.
At one time Elder Click owned a good farm
on North River, between Bridgewater and Mt.
Crawford, near the Buena Vista Mill. He was at
that time a very prosperous business man. About
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twenty years before his death he traded his farm
to John W. F. Allemong for the Allemong store
in Bridgewater. In this, however, he failed in a
very short time.
At the time of this very unfortunate vent_ure
into business he was one of the best ministers in
the Church of the Brethren. He was a most
zealous worker for the promotion of all interests
of the church. Many marriage ceremonies and
funeral services were conducted by him. In the
days of his prosperity, he was devout, ·generous,
kind, and ever ready to render assistance where
needed. He was a member of the first board of
trustees of ·Bridgewater College and was secre
tary during the year 1884-1885. He remained on
the board until 1888. He died February 4, 1911,
from a stroke of paralysis and kidney trouble on
the farm, two miles west of Bridgewater, where
he was born. His wife was an invalid for many
years and died March 14, 1914.
Daniel Hays was born in Grant County, West
Virgina, May 16, 1839, and died November 3,
1916, at Genoa, in Brock's Gap. He was the son
of Kidder and Polly Lyon Hays. His grand
father on his mother's side was Stingley Lyon.
His great-great-grandmother was Elizabeth Bus
sard, who married an Overholtzer in Germany.
They joined the church in Germany, but persecu
tion drove them to America. The husband was
lost on the ocean. Elizabeth came to Virginia
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with Colonel Walton, and worked in the fields.
She was the first member of the Dunkers to settle
in Virginia.
Elder Daniel Hays met his wife, Sarah H. C.
Myers, in 1869, at a conference held in Roanoke
County, Va. They were married September 3,
1872, at Moore's Store, Shenandoah County.
Daniel Hays as a boy was weak physically
and his parents gave him private instruction,
more than he could get in the public schools. He
attended Union Academy and had advanced
courses under Professor Schaffer, of Gettysburg,
Pa., in 1English, mathematics, Greek, and Latin.
He studied psychology and pedagogy in normal
schools of Virginia. He began teaching at
twenty-one. At twenty-four he lost his mother,
and two years later his father died. His first
school was at Brandonville, Va. He later taught
in West Virginia, Pennsylvania, Maryland, and
Virginia. He united with the church February 2,
1862, in Lewis County, W. Va., and was elected
to the ministry in 1867 at Greenland, Grant
County. After he married Sarah Myers, in 1872,
he moved into the Valley of Virginia, where he
taught in the graded schools. He served on the
faculty at Bridgewater during the session of
1882-83, and acted as principal during the session
of 1886-87. He was a trustee for several years.
At Flat Rock Church in 1879 he was ordained
elder.
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During the Civil War he spent most of his
time in West Virginia. He was of military age
and was called several times, but he was always
excused on account of his health. But he was
not idle during these four years, for he was busy
preaching and teaching.
In 1910 Elder Hays's eyesight suddenly be
came so bad that he could not recognize anyone.
He was stricken by paralysis while preaching.
He was about ten miles from his home and had
overtaxed his strength the day before conducting
a communion service. He felt a little foreboding,
but he was so interested in his work that he un
dertook to preach. His subject was "The Com
ing Kingdom of God." He sank down near the
end of his sermon and his last words were: "We
will do the best we can."
As a writer, Elder Hays was well known to
the readers of the "Gospel Messenger." He con
tributed much to its columns and to other church
periodicals for more than forty-five years. He
wrote several books, "The Olive Branch" (1907)
and "Christianity at the Fountain." As a preach
er he was clear and forceful. In committee work
he was painstaking. He served on the standing
committee from his district at the Brethren An
nual Meeting twelve times. Special work was
often assigned to him. He was a scholar, writer,
educator, and a man of great talent.
Samuel F. Sanger was born February 4, 1849,
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parents were John and Elizabeth Flory Sanger.
He was the youngest and last survivor of twelve
children. He was known as Samuel II; a brother
named Samuel having died in 1835.
He became a member of the Church of the
Brethren at sixteen; was elected deacon in 1873,
in Beaver Creek congregation; was made a min
ister in 1876; in 1892, an elder. He was a mem
ber of the General Mission Board for ten years.
He served on standing committees in 1895, 1903,
1906, and 1908; was moderator of the annual
meeting twice and reading clerk once. He served
as moderator of the district meeting of Northern
Indiana and of Northern California. He gave his
life to the church as a minister and committee
man. Though never so busy, a call from the
church always took precedence. In 1878, at a
council meeting at Garber's Church, he was
placed on the building committee to make ar
rangements to build a church at Bridgewater.
He served on many committees for settling diffi
culties between individuals and between the
church and its members.
As a youth, his educational advantages were
limited. He never attended high school, yet he
was always a great reader, and by persevering he
finally became a school teacher. He taught one
term in Iowa and a number of terms in Augusta
and Rockingham counties, Virginia. He was al-
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ways intensely interested in education and
served as one of the first trustees of Bridgewater
College. On August 5, 1882, the board of Vir
ginia Normal School met and made arrangements
to furnish a boarding house and school room. On
September 13, 1882, Virginia Normal School
opened at Bridgewater with fourteen pupils. On
October 30, 1882, the first meeting was held in
the school chapel. On January 5, 1883, the board
of trustees discussed the propriety of erecting a
new school building and decided to take meas
ures to that end. Steps were taken to canvass for
funds.
Later, moving to Indiana, he at once became
active in the work for Manchester CoJlege, and
served as chairman of the board of trustees for a
number of years. When he moved to California
he became a member of the board of La Verne
College. He also served as a member of the an
nual meeting committee to consider the educa
tional interests of the church, and aided in fram
ing the report which was adopted at Des Moines
in 1908. He said: "I am far more fearful of
ignorance in the church than enlightenment."
During the last score of years of transition
and change in the policy of the church he never
fell behind for a moment but kept abreast of the
young leaders. When the musical instrument
question came up he said: "I voted for it for two
reasons: first, it actually helps me to sing more

FIRST TRUSTEES

29

spiritually; and second, I want to encourage our
young peop1e."
He was married three times; first on May 14,
1872, to Rebecca Thomas, a daughter of Elder
Daniel Thomas. To this union was born one
daughter-Elizabeth-whose mother died a few
months after her birth. On August 23, 1875, he
married Susan Thomas, a sister of his first wife.
She had five children: Mary Rebecca, Sarah
Frances, Lula Virginia, William Thomas, and
Vesta. Sarah Frances died at a few weeks of age
and Vesta died in 1924. Their mother died at
Manassas, Va., in November, 1898.
In October, 1899, he married Mrs. Matilda
Beachy, of Elk Lick, Pa., who survives him. He
died of pernicious anemia at his home in Empire,
Cal., August 15, 1927, aged seventy-eight. He
was laid to rest in the cemetery at Modesto, Cal
ifornia.
Emanuel David Kendig was born near Mt.
Vernon Church, four miles north of Stuarts
Draft, in Augusta County, Virginia, May 19,
1850. He is the son of Abraham Kendig (born
June 8, 1818; died July 6, 1896) and Elizabeth
Wenger.
David Kendig had one brother, Alexander,
who died at the age of seven years. He also had
three sisters: Mary Alice (died at three months) ;
Luella Vernon, who died at the age of one year;
1
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and Lee Anna Jane, who later became the wife of
the late Dr. R. S. Switzer, of Harrisonburg.
Elder Kendig is descended from German
Swiss ancestry. John Jacob Kendig (born in
1620) migrated with his son from Berne, Switzer
land, to Lancaster County, Pa., in 1665. Some of
the Kendig descendants later moved southward
to Louisa County, Va. His grandfather, Eman
uel Kendig, was born on June 17, 1791, in Lan
caster County, Pa., and married on July 7, 1812,
Elizabeth Graff (Grove).
Elder E. D. Kendig has been married three
times. On May 17, 1877, he wedded Cordelia A.
Bowman, of Washington County, Tenn. Follow
ing her death, he married on January 29, 1885,
· Annie E. Long, of Washington County, Md. In
August, 1924, he married his third wife, Ida N.
Garber, of Mt. Sidney, Va.
By his first wife he had two children, both of
whom died in infancy. By his second wife he had
one son, Robert Leroy (who later changed his
name to Robert Lynwood), born in Augusta
County, August 19, 1889. Robert married Susan
Dunn, now the wife of Dr. David T. Gochenour,
of Stuarts Draft. Robert died on October 12,
1918, of pneumonia, following an attack of in
fluenza, and left one son, Robert Landon.
Elder Kendig adopted one of his second wife's
infant nieces; Mabel Long. She is now Mrs. Tim
berlake, of Fredericksburg.
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Elder Kendig is a faithful member of the
Church of the Brethren, which he joined at Stov
er's schoolhouse, where religious meetings were
held in the absence of a church, on July 27, 1866,
at the age of sixteen. He was baptized by his
uncle, James R. Gish, who married his father's
sister, Barbara Kendig. James and Barbara
Gish, it will be remembered, were founders of the
Gish Bible Fund, of the Church of the Brethren.
The Gish Fund is a sum· of $50,000 set aside by
the founders as an endowment fund to provide
books at a nominal cost to Brethren ministers.
The fund has been standing for twenty-five or
thirty years, and thousands of books have been
issued under it.
On March 24, 1871, E.. D. Kendig was elected
a deacon of the Mt. Vernon Church, which he
helped to build in 1870. On June 5, 1871, he was
elected to the ministry, the first so elected in the
new church. At twenty-one he began preaching
in Kentucky, under the supervision of his uncle,
James R. Gish. About the year 1900 he was ad
vanced to the eldership. He has spent most of
his life near Mt. Vernon Church, Augusta Coun
ty. He was a member of the first board of trus
tees of Bridgewater College. He has always
manifested an active interest in the progress of
the institution, and still pays it ocassional visits.
For a short period he made his home at Bridge-
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water. He has been an outstanding figure in the
Mt. Vernon Church.
The work of Solomon Garber was closely con
nected with the labors of John Kline in his mis
sion tours. Elder Garber was born January 17,
1819, of a long lineage of pious ancestry. At the
age of twenty-two, on Thursday, May 13, 1841,
at a council meeting in the home of Christian
Garber, he was elected deacon at the same time
Martin P. Miller was called to the ministry. Eld
ers John Kline, John Wise, John Harshberger,
and Joseph Miller conducted the installation
services.
Solomon Garber was a man of tall, rugged
build, with black hair, deep blue eyes, and com
manding personality. In the pulpit he was a
tower of strength. At the old Garber Church on
April 11, 1846, an election was held for a min
ister, and Solomon got a majority by only one
vote. Some of the people wanted to declare both
him and his competitor elected, but the church
called only one and Solomon was installed at the
age of twenty-six. He preached the gospel forty
six years.
Early in life he married Barbara Wine. They
had two children. Susannah married Daniel
Kizer-her father performing the ceremony. The
only son was named Christian, after a relative.
Solomon suffered an accident in the harvest
field when a team ran off and cut his leg, which
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was permanently scarred. He always refused to
have his picture taken. A group of friends tried
once to get a photograph of him on horseback,
but he saw their purpose and wheeled his horse
around, crossing a bridge over a swollen stream.
Just as the horse leaped to the farther bank the
bridge sank. Elder Garber lived a noble life,
going to his reward September 12, 1892. He had
been a pillar in the first board of trustees of
Bridgewater College.
Although thirteen years younger, John Flory
was contemporary with Solomon Garber in the
late years of his ministry. John Flory was
a man of vigor of mind and body, liberal in
thought, and progressive in outlook. He was
born on May 3, 1832, on a farm. He married
Frances Garber (born April 16, 1837) on Sep
tember 4, 1854. The ceremony was performed
by Solomon Garber. He was elected to the min
istry at the age of twenty-eight. Elder John
Kline conducted the installation services on
March 22, 1860.
In 1863 Benjamin Funk and W. C. Thurman
were called to the ministry. Thurman began to
preach on the second advent of Christ and was
disowned for his radical views. Many young
people followed his teaching. Among the num
ber was John Flory. The movement gained
many adherents, but soon the enthusiasm waned
and most of them returned to the church. It was
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a question in the mind of some leaders whether
John should be taken back into his office as a
minister. Moderation of judgment prevailed and
he was reinstated. In the pulpit he was a man of
dynamic power. He was the father of the late
noted Brethren evangelist, George W. Flory,
who built the large Covington Church in Ohio.
There were five sons, John Solomon, John Mich
ael, Samuel, Harvey, and George; and one daugh
ter, Mary, who married Marshall Garst. Elder
John Flory served on the first trustee board. He
died November 6, 1891, loved and honored.
Among the pioneers in education the name of
John A. Cline will be remembered. The son of
Christian and Rebecca Myers Cline, he descended
from a long lineage of pious people. He was
born at North Mountain, near Sangerville, Au
gusta County, August 9, 1833, on a farm. He at
tended the public schools of the community until
his father moved to Cline's Mill, near New Hope,
where he spent most of his boyhood days.
Once when he was riding along the road near
the mill in a buggy with his mother, the vehicle
turned over at the spot where his grandfather
met his death by a wagon running over the bank.
He was a man of great faith, and he believed that
God spared him for a useful life. He taught
school during the Civil War in a shop building.
He married Mary Wine, March 1, 1854, and lived
near his father until he moved to Broadway in
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September, 1869. He moved to Stuarts Draft in
1874, where he spent a useful life. He united
with the church in a meeting conducted by Daniel
P. Saylor in 1856 at Middle River. Nine years
later he was called to the ministry. He was put
in prison in Harrisonburg during the first part of
the Civil War, but was released and paid an ex
emption fine.
He was a frail man, but active. His dignified
bearing led many people to say he was aristo
cratic, but he was humble in spirit, a friend of the
poor and needy. The young people loved him for
his sympathy and kindness. His home life was
simple, but very religious. He was the father of
six daughters and two sons. Joseph W. Cline, of
Los Angeles, Cal., was for many years on the
General Sunday School Board of the Church of
the Brethren. Bertha married Dr. John D. Mil
ler, a member of the present board of trustees of
Bridgewater College, and college physician.
John A. Cline left a legacy of spiritual power.
He organized several churches, preached many
funerals, and married numerous couples who love
and revere his name.
There were five young men on the first trustee
board of Bridgewater College, which was found
ed in 1880. At that time S. F. Sanger was only
thirty-one; E. D. Kendig, thirty; Daniel Click,
twenty-nine; John W. Click, twenty-seven, and
Walter B. Yount, twenty-one.
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Daniel Click was born October 22, 1851, near
Mossy Creek, where he attended school. He
united with the church before he was married at
the age of twenty-five. The marriage ceremony
was performed at the bride's home by Jacob
Miller. His wife, Sallie, was the only daughter
of Jackson Showalter. Joseph Click, father of
Daniel, married Susannah Thomas, of the well
known Thomas family of Beaver Creek.
Daniel Click was a great friend of the college.
He hauled the first lumber ever put on the
ground to start the building which later burned
down. He was closely connected with the school
throughout his life. Both daughters, Icie (mar
ried Isaac Myers), and Effie (wife of Nicholas
Reeves), were students in the college which their
father had such a large part in founding. Daniel
Click was one of the few laymen who served on
the trustee board. He died April 23, 1925, and is
at rest in the Bridgewater cemetery.
Jacob Thomas was the son of John and
Susannah Thomas. He was born near Harrison
burg, November 10, 1823, on a farm. His father
died when he was twelve. The family moved to
Beaver Creek in the spring of 1846. He had mar
ried Elizabeth Swope in 1843, three years before
starting housekeeping for himself, on what is
now known as the Thomas homestead. Eliza
beth Swope, his wife, was his senior by one year.
Few men have done more than he for the church.
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He was of medium height, with heavy brown
hair, keen eyes, and a commanding voice. He
was elected to the ministry at Beaver Creek in
1857, the same year his first son-the late Peter
Thomas-was born. There were seven children,
Susannah, Sarah Frances, Elizabeth, Peter,
Abram, Mary, and Joseph. Two sons became
ministers-Peter and Abram.
Jacob Thomas was a man of power in the pul
pit. He had a good command of language and
delivered his sermons with fervor. Whenever he
put his left hand to his temple, his audience knew
that a strong appeal was forthcoming.
His home knew no limits of hospitality. He
fed the hungry, comforted the sorrowing, and
succored the weak. During the trying hours of
the Civil War deserters often called at his home,
for they had learned that Jacob Thomas never
turned away a stranger. One night a group of
young men had gathered at his home waiting for
John Keister to help them across the line to Ohio.
Among the group was David Early, a lad of six
teen who had been called to arms. A troop of
soldiers, led by a spy, surrounded the house.
Some of the young men rushed out of the back
door and escaped. Others were caught. Mr.
Thomas was arrested and taken that night to
Mount Solon for trial before Captain White. He
was charged with harboring deserters, but he re-
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plied that he fed all and turned none away. He
was released.
Jacob Thomas served as president of the first
board of trustees of Bridgewater College. He
was loved and honored by all who knew hiin. His
missionary work with Elder John Kline, like his
work for education, stands as a living monument
of a noble life. He died August 24, 1910. Elder
Hiram G. Miller conducted the funeral services,
and a good man-a great man-was laid to rest
in Beaver Creek cemetery.
Among the first trustees were some deacons
and laymen who possessed great ability and ex
ercised a powerful influence in the early educa
tional work. None was more widely known and
talked about than Samuel J. Garber, of New
Hope, brother of Elder Martin Garber. 1Little is
known about his ancestors. Samuel J. Garber
was married twice, but left no heir. His first
wife was named Susan. She was born Septem
ber 15, 1820, four years prior to the birth of her
husband, who was born April 5, 1824. Their
married life lasted only a few years, for Susan
died at the age of thirty-four. Samuel and Susan
had adopted a boy by the name of Fifer. After
the death of his first wife, Samuel remained a
widower for many years. He was a very success
ful business man and accumulated a large fortune
for his time. He was one of the most liberal giv
ers to the educational work of the church in his
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day. He served for many years as a deacon
one of the most beloved men of his community.
He was a member of the first trustee board at
Bridgewater.
Late in life he married a second time. His
second wife's name was also Susan, a large wo
man with strong personality. She was born De
cember 24th, Christmas Eve, 1812, the year of
the second war of the United States with Great
Britain.
Samuel J. Garber died December 30, 1896.
His second wife died two years before. He and
his two wives rest side by side in the beautiful
cemetery at Middle River, but their good deeds
are still remembered and talked about by the
people who knew them. The funeral text, "For
me to live is Christ, and to die is gain," was true
of such a noble life as Samuel J. Garber lived.
Another prominent layman on the first board
was Samuel A. Driver, son of Lewis and Eliza
beth Wampler Driver, who was born near Tim
berville, August 14, 1848. On March 19, 1874, he
married Mary Ann Click, who was born April 19,
1856. The marriage ceremony was performed by
Elder Samuel Driver at the home of Joseph Click,
father of the bride. The young couple lived two
years at Timberville. While residing there, Sam
uel was very seriously injured by a horse. His
wife feared for his life, but he slowly recovered
after five months. The next year they moved to
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Augusta County, where he spent the remainder
of his life.
Samuel A. Driver united with the church in
1880. He was baptized at Rockland Mills, in
North River. He took up church work in ear
nest. Two years after his baptism he was elect
ed deacon and served faithfully for thirty-one
years as church clerk and treasurer. The church
at Pleasant Valley h�d kept no written minutes
until he began to record the minutes in 1882.
Five sons were born to Samuel and Mary Ann
Click Driver: William E., Ira J., John L., Irvin
D., and Charles S. Many recall the tragic death
of the young and brilliant scholar, young Charles
Driver, who was drowned at Woods Hole, Mass.,
during the summer in which he had been elected
to a chair in Bridgewater College-the institution
his noble father had loved and served so long.
Samuel A. Driver died April 18, 1911. His
beloved companion, Mary Anna Driver, a woman
of fine personality and Christian character, sur
vives him.
In the family histories no name is probably
better known than Miller. On the bronze tablet
in Founders Hall, recording the names of the
thirty original trustees of Bridgewater College,
the name appears three times. One is John Mil
ler. But let it be remembered that seven John
Millers lived around Bridgewater in those early
days. The writer of these sketches visited seven
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homes in an attempt to locate our John Miller,
and to verify his history. Finally the facts were
run down, and John Miller is on the roll of honor
with no uncertainty as to his place in the Miller
lineage through three generations.
David Miller was born in 1750 and died Jan
uary 23, 1828. His wife, Mary Madelein, died
December 3, 1835. Peter Miller, son of David
and Mary, was born November 27, 1785. Peter
married Barbara Lear, March 17, 1812. Bar
bara was born March 13, 1785 (the same year as
her husband).
John Miller, subject of this sketch, was the
son of Peter and Barbara, second child. The first
son, Samuel, was born May 25, 1813. John was
born February 2, 1814, near Port Republic. He
married Fannie Brower, daughter of "little
Enoch Brower," and moved to Augusta County
in 1846, near Mount Sidney, where he and his
brother Daniel purchased a large farm.
To John and Fannie Brower Miller were born
nine children-Christian, Mary Madelein, Sallie,
Peter, Jacob, John, Rebekah, Elizabeth Frances,
and Samuel D. The last is a member of the trus
tee board of Bridgewater where his sons, Minor
C. and Quinter, received their A. B. degree and
both daughters, Mary and Ruth, graduated.
John Miller served one year on the first trus
tee board, and his identity seemed to have been
lost sight of. He was a strong minister in his
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day. He preached as far south as Kerr's Creek,
beyond Lexington.
During the Civil War he paid out many sums
of money to secure substitutes for the young
brethren who were opposed to war. His son,
Christian, was among the number. His home
was simple but pious. He was elder of Pleasant
Valley church many years.
On Saturday morning, February 26, 1859, a
meeting was called for the purpose of electing
directors for the establishment of an academy to
be known as Cedar Grove Academy. The meet
ing was held at the home of Elder John Kline,
near Broadway. The following men were elect
ed: John J. Bowman, John Zigler, and Daniel
Miller. The moving spirit in this enterprise was
John J. Bowman, farmer, miller, surveyor, mill
wright, carpenter, and business man. He was
born October 28, 1816, of the distinguished Bow
man family whose ancestors came from Ger
many. He married Abigail Homan. They had
two sons and one daughter. For years John J.
Bowman was treasurer of Linville Creek church
and kept a private record of the proceedings of
church councils many years before the church
had clerks. He was a man of wide influence-one
who lived fifty years ahead of his day. The rec
ords show that he was a man of ability and exer
cised a dominant power for good in his com
munity, county, and state.
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Elder John Kline records in his diary that on
September 25, 1848, a large crowd had assembled
at Samuel Cootes's, near Brock's Gap, for the
purpose of agreeing on building a bridge across
the river. Senator Samuel Cootes was there.
The diary gives prominent place to John J.
Bowman in this meeting. John was a deacon in
his church and a very able administrator. He
served on the board of trustees at Bridgewater
for fourteen consecutive years, 1880-1894. He
was eighty-two when his labors ceased in that
capacity.
There were seven other men who served a
similar period from 1880 to 1894: E. L. Brower,
Daniel T. Click, Samuel J. Garber, Daniel Hays,
E. D. Kendig, Samuel A. Sanger, and Samuel A.
Shaver. Three served thirteen years: Samuel
Driver, John A. Cline, and Samuel A. Driver. It
is interesting to observe that four deacon laymen
served a longer period in ratio to their number
on the board than any other. These laymen
were John J. Bowman, Daniel T. Click, Samuel
J. Garber, and Samuel A. Driver. To John J.
Bowman and his laymen co-laborers must go
much credit for guiding the destiny of Bridge
water College through its early problems and
trials.
As a teacher and preacher Samuel A. Sanger
had more than ordinary ability. He was the son
of Samuel and Catherine Garber Sanger, born
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October 24, 1856, near Pleasant Valley, in Rock
ingham County. In March, 1878, he married Re
becca ,Elizabeth Bowman. To this union were
born five sons and three daughters.
Samuel attended public school and later en_
tered Virginia Normal, now Bridgewater Col
lege. He possessed a scholastic turn of mind,
and collected a good library. He had a very re
ligious nature from early childhood and at twen
ty united with the church. He was elected to the
ministry in 1880. The same year his services
began on the trustee board of Bridgewater Col
lege. Fourteen years later he was ordained elder,
and spent the remainder of his life in faithful
service. It was due to his missionary spirit that
churches were established in Madison, Greene,
and Spotsylvania counties. He was a man of
deep piety, a friend to the poor, a kind husband,
and a loving father.
Hamilton Varner, son of David and Barbara
Varner, was born December 6, 1815, on the old
homestead in Page County, Va. David and Barhara were married March 13, 1808. Hamilton
united with the Dunker Church early in life; was
a faithful deacon and trustee. He married Mar
garet Spitler, of the well known Page family, who
was born July 23, 1823, the very year President
Monroe announced his famous warning to Euro
pean monarchies. Hamilton died December 24,
1903, but his wife lived until July 28, 1914. Aged
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ninety-one, her life spanned the long era from
Monroe's declaration of isolation to the day, al
most, when the World War began, involving us
with others on both sides of the Atlantic.
At the meeting on Emanuel Hoover's porch
in 1880, Hamilton Varner's name was proposed,
and soon he was made a trustee of the new
school at Spring Creek. However, he served
only one year. He was a good man and had a
host of friends.
Jacob Myers, son of Jacob and Hannah Bow
man Myers, was born near Linville, August 18,
1812, on a farm. He married twice. His first
wife, Elizabeth Beard, was born July 24, 1814.
To this union were born four daughters, Sara,
Ruth Catherine, Hettie, and Margaret; and two
sons, David and Silas. His wife (Elizabeth) died
October 10, 1849; and he married Barbara Ann
Allebaugh, September 5, 1850. Eight years later
he was baptized; and two years thereafter was
elected deacon. He served faithfully in that
office until death, December 31, 1896.
By his second marriage Jacob Myers had four
daughters and nine sons. Two of these sons be
came doctors, John A. and Benjamin.
Jacob Myers was a useful citizen, a good
farmer, and a man of sound, practical judgment.
He was elected on the first board of trustees of
Bridgewater College in 1880 and served seven
years. He retired from the board at the age of
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seventy-five, but never lost his interest in edu
cation.
The author of these sketches wishes to ex
press his profound gratitude to the students in
his American history class during the session of
1928-29 for valuable aid in collecting the data on
the lives of some of the Founders. Some facts
were omitted, others have been added. One
might wish to record more about these good men,
who lived nobly and planned wisely, but space
will not permit a fuller record.
Truly it can be said that the little group of
men who met in April, 1880, on the porch at the
home of Emanuel Hoover, near Timberville,
"builded better than they knew." This account
would not be complete unless the reader knows
how the first boards of trustees-the Founders
were selected.
In the spring of 1880 the District Meeting had
convened at Timberville. Martin P. Miller and
Daniel C. Flory had prayed over the question of
opening a school. Others had sought guidance
from on High, for higher education was unpopu
lar with the rank and file of the leaders of the
German Baptist Brethren of that day. A group
of men-about forty in number-who believed
the time had come to act, met on the porch of
Emanuel Hoover and nominated from their num
ber part of the first board. Each one was allowed
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to nominate someone who was favorable to ed
ucation.
The final result was tabulated and thirty men
were selected. Walter Bowman Yount-whose
biography appears in the list of presidents-was
selected, but he was not present. He was the
youngest member nominated. His father, Daniel
Yount, was also on the list. It was the only case
where both father and son were put on the board.
The list of thirty was not submitted to the dis
trict meeting for ratification. The board at first
was self-perpetuative. They were men of faith
and vision. Time has proved the wisdom of that
porch meeting.

CHAPTER II

EARLY HISTORY

I

ByJOHNW.WAYLAND

NAS,MUCH as a 298-page history of Bridge
water College was published at the end of the
first quarter-century, in 1905, no attempt is made
here to give in detail or in strict order the events
of those early years.
In the volume just referred to a chapter of
thirty-three pages is devoted to a chronological
survey of the several sessions of the school
throughout the period indicated: the beginnings
at Spring Creek in 1880 and the work there for
two years; the moving to Bridgewater in 1882
and the carrying on of tasks in what is now a
part of Sipe's store for two years more; then the
taking possession of the school's own new brick
building on the elevation southeast of town,
where the college gymnasium and Wardo Hall
now stand, with the consequent expansion of
operations and uplift of spirit; then, after five
years, a dark day, in which lurid flames seemed
to give no light-when the fire of December 31,
1889, left charred ruin on the hilltop, that place
of clustering memories; distress, but hearts un
daunted; the classes meeting again in borrowed
quarters in the town; the enlarging of the
"White House," the building of Stanley (now
Memorial) Hall and the old wooden Wardo; the
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first graduates in 1886; the first college graduates
in 1891; the going of Daniel C. Flory in 1886;
the coming of Walter B. Yount in 1892; the lift
ing of a heavy debt in 1894-95; the launching of
two new literary societies in 1897; the completion
of Founders Hall in 1903-04, and the erection of
Yount Hall two years later.
Then, in 1905, came the first book of our his
tory, "Bridgewater College, Its Past and Pres
ent: A Tribute of the Alumni."
In the greater part of that volume the method
was topical rather than chronological. One
chapter dealt with religious life in general, an
other with mission work in particular. Stirring
themes for the latter were found in 1898, when
S. N. McCann, a beloved teacher, went out to
India; and again in 1903, when Isaac S. Long and
his young wife, Effie V. Showalter, both recent
graduates of the college, went also as mission
aries to the same far land. Chapter V told of the
literary societies and their work; the next one
presented facts of interest concerning the
"Philomathean Monthly," the literary magazine
founded in 1896, and of other college periodicals
such as the "Normal Worker," the "Bridgewater
Collegian," and "College Life." The Alumni As
sociation was organized in 1899, and to it a chap
ter was devoted. Co-education, athletics, bene
factors of the college, expanding opportuni
ties ahead, and pressing financial needs were
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other topics that received attention in as many
chapters.
That book was born of youthful enthusiasm,
nurtured in unselfish devotion, and given to the
world in unwavering faith, yet it was rather cold_
ly received and stood hungry and barefoot, so to
speak, even at the mother's half-shut door. But
it has lived unto better days. Indifference has
turned to appreciation, and its proffered tribute
of love has long since been welcomed with glad
hands.
That book would hardly have been possible
without the memory of one man and the historic
instinct of another. James R. Shipman, one of
the Founder's colleagues at Spring Creek, wrote
an interesting story of the beginnings, as he re
called them. George B. Holsinger, a popular
teacher in the school for many years following
1882, placed at the disposal of the editorial staff
his file of early catalogs and other valuable
source materials. The hardest task was locating
the alumni and getting responses from them.
Then as now, their modesty was a fitting cloak
to their achievements.
Within the first twelve years of its history
Bridgewater College passed through two fires.
The one was worse than the other. The one that
destroyed the splendid new brick building on
December 31, 1889, has already been mentioned.
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The other was destructive not of brick and wood,
but of good will and confidence.
From 1886 to 1892, most of the time, the name
of E. A. Miller appeared on the faculty roll; as
principal or president, usually, after the first
year. Mr. Miller was a man of unusual personal
magnetism. As a recruiter of students he has
rarely had an equal and probably never a superior
in the history of the college. He was able, also,
to make a goodly number of friends among both
students and patrons, who stuck to him through
evil and good report. For several unhappy years
the controversies and divisions that grew out of
certain irregularities with which he was charged
almost disrupted the school and its constituency.
During the latter part of the session of 1888-89
and the whole of 1889-90 he was absent from the
school by request of the trustees, but during the
two succeeding years he was again principal, or
chairman of the faculty.
Some of the early supporters of the school be
came estranged during the controversy regarding
Principal Miller and stood aloof for many years.
The whole episode was a misfortune that the
struggling institution was ill able to endure. The
fact that it survived and won back all of its old
friends, with a host of new ones, proves that it
had good reasons to be.
From the time of the fire in 1889 until the
erection of Founders Hall in 1903-04 there was
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no brick or stone building on the campus except
a small, square, brick structure of one story, near
the well and windmill, just back of old Wardo
Hall, which was surmounted by a water tank
and roofed over. In the autumn of 1891, when
the writer hereof first visited Bridgewater, he
drove out eastward from the corner of the streets ,
at the store (now ·sipe's) and viewed the land
scape o'er. It was chiefly landscape. Three
wooden buildings on a gentle hill, the White
House on the left, Wardo and Stanley Hall on
the right, made only casual dents on the horizon,
but they loomed large to my unsophisticated
vision. In the autumn again, two years later,
when I first entered as a student, they looked
much the same. "So this is my alma mater," I
said to myself. And I said it with no small pride.
In that day Wardo and Stanley Hall had not
even been named. They were named by Presi
dent Yount a few years later; and they have also
made names for themselves since that day.
At that time only a few trees had been
planted on the campus. Not one of them was
thicker than a man's arm, and none of them af
forded any more shade on a hot day than a lady's
parasol. One of the things we did soon after the
erection of Founders Hall and Yount Hall was
to have an arbor day one spring. Probably most
of the little sprouts then and there introduced to
Mother Earth died shortly of thirst, but it is be-
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lieved that at least a few of the beautiful trees
that now give beauty and comfort to old and
young began their lives of service that April day.
In 1891 certainly, and perhaps still in 1893,
when I began regularly to walk out College
Street from Main, there was not a house between
the Presbyterian Church and Berlinton save two,
and the three wooden college buildings. The
two dwellings were those of William R. Myers
(now Prof. C. E. Shull's) near the church, and
Professor George B. Holsinger, near the college.
All else, from the Wynant home near the river, to
the Mt. Crawford road, or near it, on the north
east, was open field. About that time, however,
a few new houses were built. One of the first
was a small dwelling that now forms part of the
M. A. Good house. It was occupied for a short
time, when it was brand new, by Professor John
A. Garber and his wife. The house was built by
Carr Spitzer who, about the same time or soon
thereafter, erected a house between the Good
home and Professor Holsinger's, and occupied it
for several years. It was burned about 1905. The
house next to the college on the southwest side
of the street, opposite the Holsinger house, was
also erected about 1893. It was first occupied
by Professor J. Carson Miller and his wife and
small daughter, Carrie.
Professor Miller was the right-hand man of
Professor Yount from 1892 to 1901. During the
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spring term of 1886 Professor Miller had been
principal of the school, following the retirement
of Professor D. C. Flory, and had in that same
spring delivered to the three graduates, Kittie
Danner (Mrs. J. A. Hoover), William K. Frank
lin, and D. B. Garber, the first diplomas ever is
sued by the institution.
I say "Professor Miller," "Professor Yount,"
etc. So it was in those days. Nobody ever
thought of saying "President Yount," or "Prin
cipal Yount," or "Chairman Yount." It was al
ways "Professor Yount." And properly so, for
he did as much teaching as any other member of
the faculty.
The peaks of the sessions in those years, I
suppose, came in January or February, with the
"Bible Terms." For a month, special Bible
classes were given for the benefit of ministers
and other church and Sunday school workers
who came in from far and near. Then Professor
McCann was in his element-in his glory. He
was a great Bible teacher and a great Bible
preacher. In fact, he was sometimes called the
"Walking Bible." He could read verse after
verse, section after section, even chapter after
chapter, from memory, and did so habitually in
his preaching and teaching. It gave his work
most telling effect. He and other members of
the regular faculty, Professor Carson Miller,
Professor Yount, Mrs. Holsinger, and others
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conducted these special Bible classes of the Bible
Term; and usually at least one outstanding
teacher or lecturer was brought in from a dis
tance for the occasion.
One time we had Elder D. L. Miller, of Mt.
Morris, Ill., who gave us enlightening accounts
of what he had seen and learned in the Bible
lands of Europe, Egypt, and Palestine. Another
year we had Elder Wilbur B. Stover, home on a
furlough after seven years as a missionary in
India. As a rule the Bible Term wound up with
a revival meeting. Some of the preachers whom
I remember were Samuel A. Sanger, J. A. Dove,
I. Bennett Trout, Perry B. Fitzwater, and John
W. Lear, who were with us in as many different
years.
About that season of the year College Street,
the narrow country road that led (and still leads)
from town to Berlinton, through the college
grounds, was a sight to behold. The dust of
summer and autumn had turned to mud. This
was sometimes soft, sometimes hard. If it was
soft, the horses pulled through it laboriously; if
it was frozen as hard as a rock, the horses had a
good time-they stepped along blithely; but woe
to the people in the buggies and rockaways !
They bumped painfully. And whether there was
mud or whether there were frozen ruts, the nar
row road was so dreadfully congested with the
horses and carriages of the special students at the
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Bible Term and the huge crowds that came every
night to the revival meetings that one could pass
that way only with difficulty, and always with
danger.
Still, the danger was not so great. That was
before the advent of the automobile.
The early years of Bridgewater College,
whether it was called a college or whether it was
still known as "Normal School," "Collegiate In
stitute," "Virginia Normal," or all combined,
were most of the time signalized by the associa
tion and service of men and women of unusual
character and ability. Daniel C. Flory, the
founder of the school and its head for the first
five or six years, was a man of striking person
ality and resources. Another man of outstand
ing powers and of eminent culture was ,Elder
Daniel Hays. He was a member of the original
board of thirty trustees in 1880-81; was vice-pres
ident of the board. For a number of years there
after he was a member of the directing body, and
for several years, 1882-83, 1886-87, etc., he was a
teacher, and for at least a part of 1886-87 he was
principal. Elder Hays was a teacher, preacher,
and writer of ability, and was known widely
throughout the Church of the Brethren.
Another man of unusual talents, who was also
a member of the first board of trustees and for
many years closely connected with the school,
was Elder Samuel F. Sanger, of Bridgewater. As
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a preacher and public speaker, Elder Sanger had
few superiors anywhere, in his own church or
elsewhere.
Other notable men on the original board of
thirty were Levi A. Wenger, of Augusta County;
Samuel H. Myers and Emanuel Hoover, of Tim
berville; E. B. Shaver, of Shenandoah County;
E. D. Kendig, of Fishersville, and Daniel Yount,
of Koiner's Store.
Elder B. F. Moomaw and his sons, of Bote
tourt County and Roanoke, were men of talent,
material means, and wide religious and moral in
fluence. During the first six or eight years of
the school's history these men were prominent on
the board of trustees. Within the same period
W. G. Nininger, T. C. Denton, and others, from
the _same region, appeared in the college coun
cils. Shortly thereafter some of these men were
pillars of strength to the school at Daleville.
Among the teachers, in addition to those al
ready recognized, C. E. Arnold, later president of
McPherson College; Edward Frantz, now well
known as editor of the "Gospel Messenger," and
I. N. H. Beahm, shortly a founder of Daleville
and later of Prince William Normal, were men
of mark at Bridgwater. Charles E. Arnold al
most completed the B. A. course here, and from
1887 to 1890 was instructor in the business de
partment. Edward Frantz was a student here
from 1886 to 1890, and during the greater part
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of that time was teacher of science and German.
Isaac Newton Henry Beahm graduated here in
the Normal English Course in 1887, after a stu
dent residence of three years; and from 1888 to
1890 he taught here. Rhetoric and mental arith
metic were his "long suits." Tradition still lin
gers in these classic shades of the almost un
canny performances of his mental arithmetic
classes.
Professor George B. Holsinger no doubt
served best as a connecting link between the in
fancy and the adolescence of Bridgewater Col
lege. He became the first teacher of music in the
fall of 1882 and consecutively for sixteen years
held the same position. He went through the
fires unscathed and unscorched. His good sense,
his good humor, his good fellowship were assets
to himself, to his pupils, and to the institution as
a whole. Many of us enrolled in his vocal music
class year after year, just for the pleasure we got
from it and from his instruction. Can we ever
forget our wrestling with Herbert's book of an
thems, the entrancing strains of the "Bridal
Chorus," or the enthralling symphonies of the
"Hallelujah Chorus"?
The old chapel in Stanley Hall, now Me
morial Hall, has a rich endowment of echoes and
memories in its keeping. We, most of us, were
not much to sing, but with Professor Holsinger
as our teacher and leader it was great fun to try
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-and to try again and again. And now and then
we had a singer among us, as, for example, C. J.
Gilbert, E. D. Naff, Laura Emswiler, or Mollie
Zigler; and, later, Mabel Pence and Nelson Huff
man.
After Holsinger, came other real music teach
ers in those early years-E. T. Hildebrand and
John D. Brunk, to mention only two.
About 1897, perhaps the end of that year or
the beginning of the next, Professor Holsinger
wrote the music for "Virginia Lee," a song pro
duced by one of the new literary societies. Not
long afterwards E. D. Naff composed a melody
for a song, the words of which may now be found
partly in the state song, "Old Virginia." In 1902
or 1903, E. T. Hildebrand composed the music to
the college song, "Bridgewater Fair."
Those of us who were students at Bridge
water between 1893 and 1899 can never forget
Professor McCann's Bible classes (nor Professor
J. Carson Miller's either), Professor Holsinger's
music classes, or Professor Yount's elocution
classes. Professor Yount was a remarkably fine
teacher of Latin and Greek, but his elocution
classes, which included nearly the whole student
body, were institutions in themselves. The girls
got on pretty well, but the boys, most of us being
awkward and hard-handed from the farms, were
scarcely in our element. It would be difficult to
tell whether it was our voices or our hands that
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gave the professor most trouble. His own sup
ple demonstrations of the various gestures and
postures and the several tones of voice suitable
to grave, gay, tragic, and ironic, seemed so easy
and natural, but when we tried it the results were
sadly different. Our heroic orotund frequently
ran the risk of issuing in a plaintive squeak, and
if he told us to make a gesture prone it was just
as likely to be supine.
Like Professor Holsinger in voice-training
and scale-singing, Professor Yount in elocution
had his favorite exercises for practice. "For
ward, the Light Brigade! Charge for the guns!"
was one of them. Another was, "Roll on, thou
deep and dark blue ocean, roll!" Still another
was, "Ho! a sail! a sail!"
One day when the class, under the enthusi
astic leadership of our teacher, was vociferously
proclaiming, "Ho! a sail! a sail!" old Uncle Tom
Mason, the black Negro janitor, appeared sud
denly in the open doorway. With broom in one
hand and coal scuttle in the other, he was merely
coming on the regular round of his usual duties,
but somehow his appearance just at that elocu
tionary moment seemed to strike everybody's
funny bone, and at once we all, including Profes
sor Yount, were convulsed with laughter. It al
most broke up the class for that day.
The superlative verdancy of some of us must
have taxed Professor Yount's culture most se-
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verely at times. Well do I remember how, one
breezy day in spring, when the windmill at the
well back of Wardo was not losing a minute, I
tip-toed into one of his classes and bending over
him as he sat in his chair, gravely informed him
that the water in the tank was going to waste.
It seemed to take him a second or two to grasp
the full import of my message. Then I thought
I saw the dawn of a smile somewhere in the re
gion of his eyes and ears. But his ,unfailing cour
tesy was equal even to that occasion. He graci
ously thanked me, and promised that he would
attend to the matter soon.
I was very much distressed about all of that
good water going to waste, for I had grown up
on a rocky hill where we often had to carry
water; but after I had taken another look at the
tank tower, with the waste pipe sticking out near
the top, I realized that it had been fixed that way
for just such a windy day as that was.
We had our ups and downs. On one occasion
the classes were almost disrupted for a day or
two while the faculty were holding court, trying
a lot of boys who had broken over certain regula
tions about going home with the girls. One cold
Sunday-this was about the time the first general
heating plant was being installed-we worked
hard all day, digging out pipes and putting them
back, trying to discover where the steam heat
that we didn't get in the buildings was going to.
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During the holidays between 1905 and 1906,
some of us worked in freezing temperature mov
ing the new furniture into the new Yount Hall
(girls' dormitory), because the fireman had
locked the boiler room and gone off on vacation�
Occasional outbursts of discontent were
heard, among both students and faculty, but
when June came, the joy of commencement was
not adequate to hide our sorrow at parting; and
when September opening day signalized the cal
endar again everybody was on hand, happy in
renewed associations, forgetful of past griev
ances, and enthusiastic in the prospect of future
achievement.
Lack of interest in and support of college en
terprises by the people of. the surrounding com
munities was sometimes discouraging, but now
and then something happened that was surpris
ing and gratifying-even disconcerting in its
generous unconventionality. For example, soon
after electricity for lighting was provided at
Bridgewater, perhaps about 1900, some of the
good brethren, observing how dim the lights
were in the old chapel at Sunday night services,
went ahead and had the chapel equipped with
electric lights, without even so much as consult
ing the trustees. It was reported that the dig
nity of the trustees received a rather severe
shock, but the electric lights remained and every
body was glad of it.
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Bridgewater College in those days was a
small school. It still is so. Many of us are old
fashioned enough to hope that it will so continue.
The personal touch experienced with teachers
and students alike was perhaps our greatest as
set. It was much like a big family circle, far
enough removed from the noise of the world for
one to have a quiet moment now and then, and
early enough in our history for us to know noth
ing of the idolatry that now chains us �bject be
fore the altars of the god of size.
The devotion of a few men to the struggling
institution in those days was an inspiration. Pro
fessor Yount and other members of the faculty
had no limits upon their time or service. The
same was true of those trustees who were near
the college, and who were called upon most fre
quently in the perennial times of need. John W.
Miller, George W. Thomas, Daniel T. Click,
George W. Snell, Samuel F. Miller, and James A.
Fry must have given from a fourth to a half of
their time, during a number of years, to thinking
and working in behalf of the school. Some of
them were on the campus almost every day.
Samuel F. Miller would drive down from the
Glade, on the southwest, in his folding-top bug
gy. James A. Fry would drive up from his home,
then northeast of the college, near the railway
station, in his canopy-top buggy. George W.
Thomas would walk out College Street from his
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store at the corner of Main. John W. Miller or
George W. Snell, or one of the other directors,
would appear from here or there, and another
earnest session would be held on behalf of the
cherished institution.
That most of this labor, time, and actual sac
rifice were given without prospect or expectation
of remuneration is a well known fact. Those men
were givers, not getters. And yet, they have their
reward. They have it now, though they did not
often have it then. They have all passed on; but
their works live after them. Their spirits are
carrying on in others today.
A familiar figure to all the students and visit
ors during a period of ten years, beginning in
1892, was Mrs. Maggie C. Yount, Professor
Yount's mother, who came with him to the col
lege when he took charge an.d whose interest in
the school's welfare was unflagging. The service
she rendered was varied and of high value. She
was a house mother to the young women and her
counsel was helpful to many, including the presi
dent.
Among the younger men on the faculty in
those days were Charles G. Cook and Otis iE.
Mendenhall, both graduates, I believe, of Haver
ford College. Others, who came somewhat later,
were Rowland H. Latham, Milton B. Wise, and
Walter B. Norris. Norris is now a well known
teacher in the U. S. Naval Academy at An-
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napolis, and author of several excellent books.
The last I heard of Wise, he was teaching in one
of the big high schools of Philadelphia. Latham
is now, and has been for a number of years, the
efficient superintendent of schools in the city of
Winston-Salem, N. C.
In the early days we had no electric bells in
the several buildings and rooms thereof to call to
class or to stop the torture. But we had a syste
matic schedule from early morning to the hour
at night when lights were to go out and every
body was to be in bed. The successive hours of
the daily program were rung out from the tower
of Stanley Hall (now Memorial Hall), where the
college bell waited through dark and light, storm
and calm, for the bell-ringer's touch. Then it
sent forth its clear, booming melody in its own
matchless timbre.
Perry Fitzwater, now dean of the Moody
Bible Institute in Chicago, was bell-ringer at the
college when I went there in 1893, and continued
pulling the long rope until his graduation the
next year, never varying a minute, fast or slow,
from the proper time. Other bell-ringers that I
now recall were Charley Trout, Harry Strickler,
and Bob Hiner, all good fellows who have made
their marks in other ways since then.
It has always seemed to me that the old col
lege bell, now silent most of the time, has the
sweetest tone of any small bell I have ever heard.

66

BRIDGEWATER-DALEVILLE

Although I have not heard it more than two or
three times in the last twenty years, I believe I
could recognize it now among a hundred. On a
hot day in the summer of 1927, in the city of
Rome, Italy, while in my room at the hotel Lud-_
ovisi trying to get a nap, I heard a bell. I thought
at first it was the old college bell at Bridgewater.
Then I thought I was dreaming. Perhaps I was.
But soon I was wide awake, listening to that bell.
It is the only one I have ever heard that sounded
like the one in the tower of Memorial Hall, at
Bridgewater College.
But enough of this. It may not be history,
but it is memory. Somehow, whatever it is, I
hope that it may continue.
"Ring out the old, ring in the new,
Ring on, old college bell ;
The time has come to bid adieu,
But we'll not say farewell."

CHAPTER III

THE PRESIDENCY OF WALTER B.
YOUNT
' 1892'-1910

W

By JOHN S. FLORY

HEN Professor W. B. Yount assumed the
leadership of Bridgewater College in 1892
he undertook a great responsibility. And as it
turned out he also had a great opportunity, for
he saved to the church an institution that the
church needed. He knew that the affairs of the
institution were in a bad condition, but they were
much worse than he knew. The physical equip
ment was very meager and inadequate. Educa
tional sentiment had not grown strong, and even
what had been developed was lax, discouraged,
and wavering. Even the friends of the school
were a bit uncertain as to its good. Recent
events had cast a shadow over the whole educa
tional enterprise; at least this was true for many
of the constituency. But Professor Yount was
not so easily discouraged. He told me a number
of years afterwards that if he had known the
whole truth about the condition of the school at
the time, he did not believe he would have had
the courage to undertake its revival.
In order to see the development of �ffairs
throughout the period we are to consider in this
chapter we will make two major divisions. Pro-
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fessor Yount's presidency covered altogether a
period of eighteen years, from 1892 to 1910. For
the first survey we will take the first eight years,
to 1900. These were in many respects the most
difficult years in the history of Bridgewater Col-_
lege. With little in the way of physical equip
ment to work with, educational sentiment more
likely to be hostile to s�hool work than favorable
to it, Professor Yount took hold of the institution
in his quiet, unassuming way, without any effort
to create a sensation or to do anything spectacu
la�. He went about building up a student body
and cultivating a sentiment for real education
that would ultimately win the consideration of
thoughtful people.
In 1892 the governing body of the institution
was a board of trustees consisting of forty mem
bers. This board had been chosen by those in
terested in the institution because of their per
sonal interest and standing in their respective
communities. These trustees did not officially
represent any church or other constituency as
such. They were intelligent, wide awake, for
ward-looking men who believed in education and
loved their church.
The original board, appointed when the insti
tution was founded, consisted of thirty members,
all of whom resided in the Second District of
Virginia. It is evident, therefore, that Bridge
water College started distinctively as a district

James K. Wright

Benjamin Cline

S. N. McCann

H. G. Miller

Four Friends of Bridgewater College
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enterprise. Representative brethren, elders, min
isters, deacons, and laymen were chosen in sec
tions representing all parts of the District. Some
years later members were, for a short period,
elected from territory lying beyond the borders
of the Second District. But this was only for a
few years, and by 1892 the board, now raised to
forty in number, was entirely restricted to the
Second District of Virginia.
All of the trustees were of the German Baptist
Brethren Church, as the denomination then was
officially named. When the institution was char
tered, four years after its organization, it was
provided that each trustee must be a member of
the above mentioned church, in good standing,
and that the board of trustees should hold the
property of the college in trust for the German
Baptist Brethren Church. So the property was
definitely secured for the church from the be
ginning.
This board of forty continued to direct the
activities of the college until 1894. Then it
seemed wise to entrust the affairs of the institu
tion to a smaller body of men. But this was not
as great a change as it might seem. From the
beginning, the board of forty, as a rule, held only
one meeting a year. The operation of the school
was entrusted to a group of five directors se
lected from the trustees. At the end of the ses
sion in 1894 the board of forty was formally dis-
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solved, and the five directors whom they had
elected were constituted a board of trustees. For
a number of years thereafter the institution was
directly managed by this smaller body, which
was re-elected year by year.
The five trustees, at the time under review,
were P. S. Miller, James A. Fry, D. T. Click,
Daniel Garber, and S. F. Miller. The next year
Professor Yount became a member of the board
in place of P. S. Miller and remained such during
the period we are now considering. For several
years he was president of the board as well as
president of the college.
A matter of great concern in the early years
of Professor Yount's presidency was the matter
of finances. The invoice of the college resources
in the spring of 1892, when he took charge,
showed real property estimated at $14,143.53,
other funds $9,850, with a debt of $8,693.70. The
physical plant consisted of ten acres of ground,
three buildings, and furnishings and equipment
sufficient to operate.
But this debt, already more than one-third of
the value of the property, soon became alarming;
especially so, as it seemed impossible to bring
operating expenses down to the basis of a balanc
ing budget. So, by the end of the second session;
in the spring of 1894, the debt had grown to more
than eleven thousand dollars. Under these cir-
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cumstances the board decided that the handling
of this debt was a matter of the first importance.
A meeting of the board of forty, which was
still in existence, was called for March 20, 1894.
Of the forty members, only seventeen were
present. 1Elder Samuel Driver, president of the
board, called the meeting to order. After devo
tions conducted by Elder P. S. Miller the special
business of the meeting was presented by Pro
fessor Yount. His itemized statement showed
the indebtedness to be $11,370.20. How to
liquidate this debt was the important question
before the meeting. The matter was discussed at
some length. Professor Yount took the lead in
urging that a persistent effort be made at once to
raise the funds and that the board show its faith
in the proposition by leading off with liberal sub
scriptions. There seemed to be only one alterna
tive from this course-that was to close the
school. This, however, most of the trustees pres
ent did not favor. The district needed a school.
They must take care of their young people. With
this thought predominating, before they left the
chapel that afternoon thirteen of the seventeen
members present gave their personal bonds to the
amount of $5,200. A few days later five other
members of the board and a member of the fac
ulty who was not a member of the board joined
them in their efforts to liquidate the debt, and
raised the fund to $6,415. Here was the most
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palpable evidence of the faith that these men had
in the institution.
With a little less than five thousand dollars
still to raise, the securing of it was nevertheless
the hardest campaign for funds that Bridgewater
College has ever had. Professor S. N. McCann
was taken from the faculty to make the canvass.
A man of less tenacity of purpose and less devo
tion to a cause than Professor McCann had would
not have succeeded. But Professor McCann
knew no such thing as failure, and after a long,
hard, persistent campaign, continuing until the
end of the school session in June, the money was
at length subscribed. It came in small sums. The
part played by Professor Yount and Professor
McCann in the liquidation of the debt may never
be fully known. But it is certain that in addition
to championing the cause for the liquidation they
both gave subscriptions far beyond what should
have been expected of them. It was a great re
lief to everybody connected with the institution
when it was found possible for the president to
announce at the close of the session in 1894 that
the college was free from debt.
With the college debt out of the way and a
smaller body of trustees who naturally under
stood the workings of the institution better than
the larger board, many of whose members lived
at a considerable distance from the college and
rarely attended the board's meetings, the institu-
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tion began gradually to pick up and manifest new
life in several ways.
When Professor Yount came to the college he
brought with him Professor J. Carson Miller,
who gave him the closest and most faithful as
sistance in the work during the period we are dis
cussing. Besides these two professors, John A.
Garber, S. N. Mc Cann, and George B. Holsinger
were carried over from the former faculty. And
now Mrs. George B. Holsinger and Mrs. J. A.
Garber were also added to the teaching staff.
Through the rest of the nineties the school
ran on a more or less monotonous level. The stu
dent body, numbering from a hundred and ten to
a hundred and twenty, began to increase in the
last years, rising to one hundred and forty in
1900.

The student body was made up of boys and
girls from the farm, being the first generation in
their families to attend a higher institution of
learning. Their parents and grandparents for
several generations, having been limited for the
most part to the traditional three R's, were large
ly without a background of academic culture.
Naturally those boys and girls were unsophisti
cated, unaccustomed to the atmosphere of aca
demic life, used to a freedom not always helpful
to discipline, and therefore a body needing con
stant direction, guidance, and inspiration.
Let me hasten to say, however, that nothing
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here said or intimated is intended to be in the
least derogatory of the ability and character of
those early student bodies. Just the reverse is
true. They were as fine a lot of young men and
women as could be found anywhere, and repre
sented many of the best homes among our peo
ple. They were the embodiment of the best tra
ditions of the sturdy, honest, rugged stock that
represented the best life and thought of that day.
But it was nevertheless true that the regu
larity and system and co-operation necessary for
the common good of a school community-all
these things, seemingly, had to be learned at
once. And I have wondered sometimes whether
any other man could have been found anywhere
with such a fund of patience and good nature and
genial disposition and unlimited forbearance as
Professor Yount displayed in handling this
"green timber." If a college president ever got
close to the hearts of his students and entered
deeply, sympathetically, and helpfully into the
· shaping of their lives, I think that man must have
been Professor Walter B. Yount, especially in
those early years.
The second general division of Professor
Yount's presidency occupied the ten years from
1900 to 1910. This period was in nearly all re
spects different from the first eight years. This
was a time of progress and development along
several lines. During the earlier strenuous years
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he laid a solid and substantial basis upon which
the institution could now build. The student
body was growing in numbers. In two years,
from 1900 to 1902, the enrollment had jumped
from 140 to 213. The sentiment for education
was developing also into a more just appreciation
of its worth; and, all told, :the constituency of the
college were in a better mood to co-operate than
they had probably ever been before.
We shall try to see briefly the general course
of the progress through these years, arranged
under the several lines of development.
This period is distinctive for the development
of the physical plant. About 1901 steps began to
be taken looking to the erection of a new build
ing. A rapidly increasing student body was
making such a step imperative, and the absolute
need of more room was the best possible argu
ment with which to approach the constituency
for funds. The new building was planned to be
an administration building, providing offices, li
brary, class rooms, laboratories, and two large
halls for the literary societies. These were all
urgent needs and were held before the constitu
ency in the canvass.
The canvass was kept going steadily forward
in 1901 and the early part of 1902. Subscriptions
were not large, and yet the willingness to help
the cause was very general. By the summer of
1902 the trustees felt that the funds subscribed
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were sufficient to justify them in beginning to
build. The building was erected in the summer
of 1903, an excellent, substantial brick structure
about 7 5 by 48 feet and three stories high above
the basement. 'This building was called Found�
ers Hall. It was felt that the erection of this
building represented the real establishment of the
college in a permanent way, and the splendid
body of men and women who had subscribed to
the building fund were the true founders of the
college in the sense that they made permanent the
work thcilt had been previously started.
Founders Hall was occupied in the spring of
1904. Its very existence was a matter of pride
and satisfaction to every one concerned, and
helped to create a new spirit in the student body
as well as among the membership of the church.
The erection of Founders Hall was worth much
more to Bridgewater College than the intrinsic
value of the building alone. It represented en
couragement, hope and faith, as well as a ma
terial asset.
But Founders Hall made necessary another
building. Up to this time the three other build
ings on the campus had been separately heated.
Each of the dormitories had a separate steam
heating system supplied from a boiler in the
basement of the building. The administration
building was heated by means of large stoves in
the different rooms. But now the new building

WALTER B. YOUNT

77

must also be heated; so it was decided instead of
placing a separate heating plant in Founders Hall
to build a central heating plant which would sup
ply heat to all four of the buildings and be made
adequate for later buildings that would be added.
This was done, and the heating plant was erected
during the session of 1904 and 1905.
These new building operations helped to stim
ulate new interest and enthusiasm for the col
lege. The student body continued to grow. The
session of 1904-1905 reached a total of 231. This
growth of students made more dormitory room
for young women necessary, so plans were taken
by the trustees in 1904 to raise funds for a ladies'
dormitory. The solicitors continued to receive
favorable responses in the field, and in 1905 work
on the building was started. It was ready for
occupancy early in the year 1906, a thoroughly
substantial .brick building, three stories in height,
and providing a large parlor for the social life of
the school.
A year later the demand for a gymnasium be
came urgent. The trustees again put in motion
a campaign for building funds. This likewise
met a favorable response, and the gymnasium
was erected in the session of 1907-1908. In this
building the alumni took a very active interest.
The school was now more than a quarter of a
century old, and while it was probable that no
alumnus had become rich, there were numerous
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young men now established in business or a pro
fession who gladly came to the support of Alma
Mater. The building erected was modern and up
to date. Outside of the two universities, there
was probably not a college in Virginia in 1908_
with a larger or more thoroughly modern gym
nasium. Equipment for various exercises were
added from time to time and the gymnasium took
its place as a valuable part of the college equip
ment.
In addition to the three first buildings, which
were frame structures, three splendid brick build
ings· had now been added to the equipment, be
sides the heating plant. The girls' new dormi
tory, modern and well furnished, made the boys'
dormitory, a long two-story frame structure,
seem commonplace. So about 1909 steps were
taken to replace it with a modern structure. The
solicitation of funds was started and the building
was erected during the session of 1910-1911, a
splendid three-story building 90 by 40 feet, pro
viding room for about eighty young men. Al
though the erection of this building ran some
what past the period we are now considering, it
is a part of and the completion of the building
program begun ten years before.
The college was now equipped with a sub
stantial group of buildings which provided the
school in a physical way with what was then
quite satisfactory.
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Another line of development during these ten
years was the strengthening of the faculty and
the curriculum. It was in 1900 that John W.
Wayland received a leave of absence to pursue
graduate work at the University of Virginia. He
returned to his post in the faculty the following
session when another teacher, John C. Myers,
received a leave of absence for the same purpose.
A year later Professor Wayland returned to the
university on a renewed leave and J. S. Flory
accompanied him. For several years their places
were temporarily filled at the college while these
men pursued courses leading to higher degrees.
A year or so later J. H. Cline, on leave of absence,
entered Northwestern University to pursue grad
uate work, and it was about the same time that
Professor Yount himself enrolled with the Illi
nois Wesleyan University and pursued courses
by correspondence. In 1907 Professor Yount
was awarded the M.A. degree from the Illinois
institution. In June of the same year J. W.
Wayland and J. S. Flory received the doctorate
from the Virginia University, and Professor
Myers and Professor Cline also received graduate
degrees about the same time. So by 1907 the col
lege had on its faculty two professors with the
Ph.D. degree, two with the M.A. degree, and a
number of others with the bachelor's degree.
This was a record of scholastic attainment prob-
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ably not surpassed at that time by any other
Brethren College.
During these years the curriculum of the col
lege also underwent considerable change. Atten
tion should be called here to the fact that the
standard of scholarship at Bridgewater has al
ways been high. Before the institution was
raised from the status of a normal school to a
liberal arts college, a course of study called the
classical course had been prescribed, which was
thoroughly up to the best standards of the best
colleges of that time. This course had continued
with little change until 1903. Now the classical
course at Bridgewater College through these
years was very much the same as the classical
course in other colleges, especially colleges of re
stricted enrollment. The course provided for
Greek and Latin throughout the entire four years
of the course, besides the elementary work in
these subjects required for entrance to the col
lege. It likewise required three years of higher
mathematics, concluding with the differential
and integral calculus. Besides these subjects
there were philosophy, the natural sciences, his
tory, and psychology. And the distinguishing
characteristic of this course was that all this work
was required of every student for graduation.
In 1903 the courses for the college department
were re-written. They were modernized accord
ing to the approved standards of that day, and
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electives were offered. Greek was no longer
made a requirement, but a year of Latin and two
years of German were required, other courses in
ancient and modern languages being offered as
electives. Another change in the curriculum was
to give English a larger place than it had hither
to had. College courses were now prescribed in
Anglo-Saxon, Middle English, college rhetoric,
and composition, and several courses in English
and American literature. The required courses
in higher mathematics were continued, but now
only two years were required, the rest being elec
tive. Instead of the former required work,
courses were offered in geology, chemistry, phys
ics, sociology, education, history, and govern
ment.
The course thus modernized was thoroughly
abreast of the best educational standards of that
day, and the elective system at once proved pop
ular with the student body.
The enrollment during the ten years we are
now considering was steady. It leaped forward
rapidly just at the beginning of this period, and
except for the last year of the decade the student
body ranged from about 200 to about 230. The
growth of the college department was also
noticeable, increasing during these years from
seven to twenty-three. 'There were graduates in
the college department every year, numbering
from one to five. So from each standpoint this is
a decade of steady substantial development.
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During this same decade the administration
of the college also underwent important changes.
Up to about 1902 the college property had been
held by trustees for the Second District of Vir
ginia, as we have seen, but since the early days a
constant stream of students had been attending
the college from the neighboring state of West
Virginia. Accordingly, about 1902 the two West
Virginia districts were invited to become part
owners in the college and appoint trustees to the
governing body. The matter was before both of
the district conferences and was favorably acted
upon by each in the autumn of 1903. Arrange
ments were made during the remainder of this
session to make a readjustment of the ownership.
An amended charter went into effect on com
mencement day in the following June, when the
property was jointly vested in a board of trustees,
representing the Second District of Virginia, and
the First and Second District of West Virginia.
The board was to consist of twelve members, and
was distributed in a general way on the basis of
church membership. The college property was
now estimated to be worth forty thousand dol
lars. Thus the new session beginning in Sep
tember, 1904, was launched under the enlarged
board.
This proved to be one of the most largely at
tended sessions in the history of the school. The
college enrollment nearly doubled, and the entire
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enrollment was, with the exception of one year,
the largest in the history of the institution. Nev
ertheless, one inconvenience was felt from the
start; that was the distance of some of the trus
tees from the college. From an parts of West
Virginia their representatives had to travel over
mountain roads which, especially through the
winter season, were frequently drifted with snow,
making the college almost inaccessible. It was
found very inconvenient for the trustees from
West Virginia to reach some of the regular trus
tee meetings. Thus it was natural that some
means should be sought to overcome this diffi
culty. This way was found; and at the end of the
session in June, after a very successful year under
the enlarged board, another transfer of authority
was made.
Negotiations had been taken up in the mean
time between the trustees and certain members
of the faculty, with the view of turning over the
management of the institution to a group selected
from the teaching staff. These men being on the
ground and thoroughly acquainted with the prob
lems and needs of the institution, it was felt,
would be in a better position to direct its work
than those more remotely located and less ac
quainted with the details of operation. So an
arrangement was made by which six members of
the faculty agreed to lease- the institution, hire
the teachers, guarantee salaries, solicit students,
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and manage the institution in every way, taking
the full financial responsibility for the current
operation of the school; the trustees, of course,
holding the title to the property, exercising· their
influence in support of the work, and providing
needed buildings and equipment as time would
require. An outstanding advantage of this man
agement, it was thought, was, that by this plan
no deficits should occur.
The new organization consisted of Walter B.
Yount, president; John S. Flory, vice-president;
John C. Myers, secretary; John W. Wayland,
librarian; Justus H. Cline, curator of the mu
seum, and Bayard M. Hedrick, treasurer. These
men took charge preparatory for the session of
1905-06. The arrangement proved highly satis
factory. Several very successful sessions were
conducted under the new plan. The plan had the
advantage of placing the administration of the
institution in the hands of those who best under
stood its work and its needs, and this had its ad
vantages; on the other hand, the trustees who
held the property were left almost without re
sponsibility of any kind for the institution. It is
easy to see that in a prolonged experience of this
kind difficulties could easily arise on both sides.
So after several years of successful operation un
der the new plan, by mutual consent, the man
agement of the institution was turned back to the
direction of the trustees.
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And now I shall have to record a sad par
agraph in these later years of Professor Yount's
presidency. For some years his wife had been in
declining health... Prolonged sojourns in the
White Mountains of New Hampshire and other
health resorts had not restored her frail constitu
tion. Mrs. Yount passed away on March 6, 1906.
Professor Yount, also broken in health and feel
ing the strain of fourteen years of arduous work
in his trying position, felt the need of rest. So it
was arranged that he should have a leave of ab
sence during the session of 1906-07. John S.
Flory was elected acting president for the year,
and the rest of the organization remained intact.
Professor Yount planned to spend the year in
travel abroad. He arranged to join a party to
visit Palestine, Egypt, Greece, and other parts of
the Orient. He was to sail in the autumn of
1906, but was so broken in health at the time ap
pointed that he was unable to go. His health im
proved, however, so that he was able to start in
January of the following year. Stopping at
Rome, he sojourned a time in Sunny Italy, then
went on to Alexandria; visited the pyramids and
traveled as far south as Old Cairo. After some
three weeks in Egypt he went on to Palestine,
joining somewhere near Jerusalem the company
with whom he had originally planned to travel.
Several months were now spent in visiting the
many points of interest in the Holy Land. He
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returned in June of the same year much strength
ened and invigorated in mind and body· and re
freshed for the new session.
Shortly after Professor Yount's return from
abroad he was married to Miss Emma Eller, of
Daleville, Virginia, the marriage taking place at
Miss Eller's home, on July 10, 1907.
I shall have to close this chapter with a brief
consideration of athletics at the college, during
the period now under review. Among other ath
letic sports, football had been introduced about
1899 or 1900. The game, as has usually been the
case elsewhere, proved popular here, and soon ab
sorbed the general interest and became the lead
ing sport. Of course, the popularity of football
gave publicity to the college, and played its part
in the rapid increase in enrollment after the game
was introduced.
The college early put out a winning team.·
They had a regular schedule of games at home
and away, and I distinctly remember that one
season they had played the schedule through to
the last game without a defeat. As I remember,
however, this last game prevented them closing
the season with a perfect record.
Of course, in the student body, the athletic
spirit ran high, and there was an enthusiasm and
a spirit of loyalty to the college on the part of the
young people that had its distinctive advantages.
The boys and girls talked Bridgewater College as
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they probably had never done before. They
exerted themselves to interest other young peo
ple in their college, especially young men who
showed a promise of athletic ability. This pride
in Alma Mater was wholesome, and the way it
united the student body in loyalty to their col
lege was a distinct help in the regulation of life
on the campus.
But the folks back home did not share the
spirit or the viewpoint of the students. They
saw the game from longer range. They saw what
seemed to them terrible dangers to life and limb.
Some were shocked by the grotesque appearance
of the players in their football suits. These were
branded as. immodest, indecent, immoral, and
shocking. Some felt, doubtless with justifiable
reason, that students gave too much time to ath
letics and neglected their studies; and others
found still other things about the game that dis
pleased them.
Thus it was that athletics was threatening to
bring about a rift between the college and its con
stituency. Now, what was going on at the col
lege was being duplicated at many other places
under slightly different conditions. Complaint
was made that young men on the farms were re
fusing to work on Saturday afternoons, because
they wanted to go to town to see a ball game, or
have a part in it. And even this was charged up
to the college. It was charged that the college
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was setting a bad example, and that the students
ought to be made models for other young people.
Thus the tension grew stronger from year to
year. One had only to get out among the church
people in their congregations to feel how bitterly
they felt about the matter. The chill was notice
able in the very atmosphere at a district meeting,
or even at a love feast; and members of the fac
ulty who were ministers were sometimes snubbed
when they appeared in a congregation at a reg
ular preaching service.
The erection of the gymnasium in 1907-08 did
not help the matter. In fact, many brethren re
fused to contribute to it, but this lack was made
up by the enthusiasm of the younger people who
came to its support. Naturally, the increased
facilities for athletics provided by the gymnasium
raised the athletic spirit in the college to an even
higher pitch, and as would be expected, this re
acted in a more determined opposition from
those back home.
All this was exceedingly unfortunate. Of
course, athletics needed better control than they
received, but they were not nearly so wild as
many thought. As time went on, however, in
stead of improving, the tension became stronger
and sometimes threatened to break up friendly
family relations. I recall one occasion, on which
a brother who had moved to Bridgewater from
another state to put his two sons in college broke
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into a game of football when it was in the height
of its excitement and interest, took his son by the
arm, and marched him out of the game and off
the field. Protests of many kinds came to the
president of the college and to members of the
trustee body, urging that athletics be dealt with.
At length, in 1909 the board of trustees after con
sidering the matter at some length, decided that
they would have to intervene and put a prohibi
tion upon inter-collegiate sports. So they passed
a decision which was inserted in the cotalog for
the session of 1909-10, to the effect that inter-col
legiate athletics were discontinued.
Naturally, this decision had its influence upon
the student body. Enrollment during this ses
sion was about thirteen per cent less than it had
been the year before. And the following year it
was reduced nearly as much more, the decrease
appearing largely among the young men. Some
refused to go to Bridgewater with athletics under
ban; and now for a number of years, during
which athletics were prohibited, the number of
young women in the student body exceeded the
number of young men. The spirit among the
students also was noticeably different. A dispo
sition to criticize and find fault took the place of
the former enthusiasm. Of course, athletics
within the student body were encouraged, but it
seemed impossible to foster any genuine athletic
spirit without contacts with other schools. A
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sullenness of disposition and spirit of discontent
became all too prevalent and raised another prob
lem of another kind for the administration to
deal with.
All of this cast a sort of shadow over the
closing years of Professor Yount's administra
tion. He had borne a heavy load for a good many
years; now criticism from without and from with
in the school naturally made this load the heav
ier. Much of the criticism was, of course, unde
served, but that did not change the fact of its
existence. Under this double load Professor
Yount was weakening. He was often ill, and
naturally felt discouraged. It was not thought
strange then that he felt like retiring from a diffi
cult task in the performance of which he was
misunderstood and by some unappreciated. He
offered his resignation to the trustees in the
spring of 1910.
In the eighteen years of Professor Yount's
administration he performed a remarkable serv
ice to Bridgewater College. He directed the in
stitution during those wobbly years, in which, to
think of it in human terms, it was like a half
grown boy, neither a boy nor a man, when it
needed constant care, sympathetic and encourag
ing help, and unlimited patience and endurance.
He had developed the material resources of
the college, equipping it with a substantial group
of buildings, adequate for current needs. The
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physical plant with its assets represented a valu
ation of approximately one hundred thousand
dollars. Educational sentiment was also culti
vated, and the curriculum was kept abreast of the
best educational standards of the day. In 1908
Professor Yount was appointed a member of the
first General Educational Board of the church,
on which he served for a term of four years.
About the same time he was appointed a member
of the trustee board of the Rockingham County
Memorial Hospital then being erected· in Har
risonburg, Virginia; and he was in demand as a
speaker on various occasions. He had a dis
tinguished and very useful career as president of
Bridgewater College.
In tiding the institution through this difficult
period and landing it upon a basis of surer stand
ards and ideals of educational procedure he per
formed a valuable service to the cause of educa
tion in the Brethren Church; and there are many
men and women today, in many sections of these
eastern United States, who have been aided to a
finer standard of living and are profoundly grate
ful to Professor Yount for the helpful touch of
his guiding hand in the impressionable years of
their life at Bridgewater College.

CHAPTER IV

THE PRESIDENCY OF JOHN S. FLORY
1910-1919

W

By FRANK J. WRIGHT

HEN President Y ount's successor was an
nounced in 1910, it was generally known
that the new president had not aspired to this po
sition. With the exception of three years spent
in graduate study at the University of Virginia,
he had been professor of English language and
literature at Bridgewater since 1894. He had
been very happy and successful as a teacher, and
administrative duties, therefore, offered little ap
peal. Nevertheless, because of his abiding devo
tion to Bridgewater, he responded to this invita
tion to assume larger responsibilities, continuing
at the same time his classroom work. He pre
sented his resignation early in 1917, but it was
not accepted until November, 1918; and his serv
ices as president continued through the session
of 1918-1919.
It required courage as well as devotion-it
always does-to undertake the presidency of a
small denominational college. The situation at
Bridgewater in 1910 was not attractive. For sev
eral years the college had been losing favor
among the supporting churches up and down the
Valley. Among other things, the conduct of ath
letics was being criticised, and intercollegiate
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contests had been discontinued by order of the
board of trustees. The session of 1909-1910,
which followed this action, was marked by unrest
and general dissatisfaction among the students.
Without attempting to go into the various
causes, many of which were doubtless due to mis
understandings and failure to appreciate the
viewpoints of others, the fact remains that the
morale of the student body and the attitude of
the Church toward the school needed to be cul
tivated.
DEVELOPMENT OF THE COLLEGE.

The most notable achievement of the period
was the development and establishment of the
college as the central part of the institution. Dur
ing the first year of this administration the col
lege students formed approximately fifteen per
cent of the total enrolment, while at the close
they made up one-half the student body. In the
succeeding paragraphs an effort will be made to
point out the chief factors in this development.
President Flory introduced in his first catalog
the statement of admission requirements in terms
of entrance units. In 1910 fourteen units were
required for unconditional admission to the col
lege. The B. A. degree was, of course, the only
college degree offered at that time. The number
of entrance units in 1919 was fourteen and one
half for both the B. A. and B. S. degrees. The
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most significant changes in specified units, as
compared with those in effect in 1910, was the
addition of a unit in ,English, and a half unit in
mathematics (a full unit for the B. S. degree),
and the reduction of two units in foreign lan
guage. A greater difference, however, is seen in
the rules governing conditional entrance. A
student could squeeze in on the ten required units
in 1910, and dispose of the four remaining elect
ive units before his senior year; in 1919 he had to
offer twelve and one-half acceptable units and
make up the two remaining ones before the be
ginning of his junior year.* In addition to the
slight increase in number of entrance units and
the strengthening of the rule concerning condi
tional entrance, it is believed that the quality of
the units accepted became distinctly better as the
years passed by.
Of great importance also are the courses of
study offered by a college. In the table below the
courses offered in 1910 and in 1919 are listed.
From the totals it is seen that there was approx
imately a fifty percent increase in the number of
courses. One should bear in mind the fact that
the courses given in 1910 were not estimated in
terms of session hours as they were in 1919.
*In 1912 the minimum set for conditional entrance was twelve
units; in 1916 unconditional entrance was gained on the presen
tation of fourteen and one-half units, while twelve and one-half
units were asked for conditional entrance. Beginning with 1911
the deferred units had to be made up before the junior year.
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They really amounted to three and three-quarters
session hours. The 1919 courses were valued at
four hours in the sciences, and three in other
groups.
NUMBER OF COURSES OFFERED
1910

Astronomy .. .... .... .. .. .... .. .. . .. ..
Biology ...............................
Chemistry .. ....... ..... .... .... .. .. ..
English ................................
English Bible .. .. . ..... . .... .. ...... ..
French ...............................
Geology ..............................
German ...............................
Greek ............ ,.......... .. .. .. ....
History, Social Science, and Political
Science .........................
Latin ..................................
Mathematics .. .. . ...... ...... .. . .. .. ..
Pedagogy .. .. ..... ..... ... ... ...... ...
Philosophy .. .. ...... ... ....... .... .. .
Physics ...............................
Spanish ...............................

1919

1
1
2
6
0

0
5
2
6
4

2

3

4
2
4

2
4
4

2
4
4
0
1
2
0

7
3
5
4
2
1
1

Total ...........................35

53

The horizon of the curriculum was extended,
particularly in the direction of biology, English
Bible, history, and the social sciences, pedagogy,
and Spanish. The decrease in geology may be
accounted for by the fact that the geology teach
er was on leave of absence. The increase in Eng
lish Bible is perhaps more apparent than real, as
it represented the transfer of certain courses
from the Bible school to the college. Neverthe
less this work was now being done on a strictly
college basis, with adequately prepared students.
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The requirements for the B. A. degree in 1910
were simple and sound. All classes met five times
a week throughout the session of thirty-eight
weeks, which were divided into three terms.
Four courses constituted a program, and sixteen
were demanded for graduation. Aside from cer
tain options in English, the eight courses for the
first two years were definitely prescribed. The
freshman took English, Latin, mathematics, and
German, and the sophomore the same except Ger
man, for which he was required to substitute his
tory. In the junior year philosophy, biology, and
geology were required. From a generous list of
electives the student chose one additional course
for the junior year, and four courses for the
senior year.
The first changes in graduation requirements
appeared in 1912, when Latin was no longer
specified. This reduced the number of required
courses to nine, and increased the electives to
seven. For sophomores a choice was given be
tween mathematics and a physical science. The
B. S. degree, requiring the candidate to include
among his courses three in mathematics, three in
science, and two in modenn languages, was intro
duced at this time. With the elimination of the
Latin requirement, chemistry and geology were
placed in the freshman and sophomore years re
spectively.
A course in pedagogy appeared as a junior
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requirement for candidates for either degree in
1914. A revision of the statement covering the
science degree included a year in English in addi
tion to the specifications set up in 1912. The pos
sibility of a student escaping freshman English
had probably not received serious attention. A
distinction was also drawn between candidates
for the two degrees in the matter of entrance
units. The arts applicants were asked to present
four units in foreign languages, while science
students were expected to have two in modern
language and two in science.
The catalog published in June, 1915, con
tained a number of important changes. At this
time the length of recitation period was forty
five minutes. Earlier it had been forty minutes.
For the first time courses were evaluated in terms
of session hours·, the science courses counting
four and one-half hours, others three. In stating
the graduation requirements both session hours
and courses were employed. Specific courses
were for the most part no longer required, and
greater freedom of choice was permitted.
In the next annual catalog, which appeared
in April, 1916, the entrance and graduation re
quirements took on a quite modern form. The
class period was lengthened to an hour, and the
school week to five and one-half days. The use
of Saturday morning for class purposes was de
signed to meet the needs of three-hour-a-week
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courses, which could now be placed in two
groups, reciting on Monday, Wednesday, and
Friday, and on Tuesday, Thursday, and Satur
day, respectively. The afternoons were reserved
for the sciences. A copy of the weekly schedule
of classes was printed in the catalog. Entrance
units were listed in parallel columns for the B. A.
and B. S. degrees, the differences consisting in
the specification of Latin for candidates for the
arts degree and an extra half unit in mathematics
for the science candidates.
THE FACULTY

Turning from the evolution of the curriculum
and degree requirements to the training of the
faculty, we see progress in the nine-year period.
After all, the quality of the men and women who
compose the faculty determines very largely
what an institution. may become. The prepara
tion possessed by the individual teachers, as ex
pressed in earned degrees from strong universi
ties, is the most common and perhaps the best
means of measuring a faculty. High moral and
�eligious standards have always been taken for
granted as being of first importance at Bridge
water. In 1919 there were four holders of the
Ph. D. degree, as compared with two in 1910; and
the younger members of the teaching staff were
being urged to take more graduate work.

JOHN S. FLORY

99

In referring to the faculty of this period, it is
impossible to refrain from commenting upon the
services of some of the loyal men and women who
labored there. John C. Myers left his business,
and for a time lived in Wardo, until his family
could come to Bridgewater, in order to take up
again the professorship of mathematics and
chemistry which he - had relinquished several
years before. The vigor and attractiveness of his
personality and the strict standards of his class
room, together with his genuine understanding
of boys and girls, made him an unusually val
uable man. Allan B. Bicknell, Ph. D., Brown
University, who had already served with marked
success for five years, continued on as a leading
figure in the new administration. His reliable
judgment, keenly alert mind, and genial manner,
among other qualities, have endeared him to gen
erations of students. He is the only member of
the 1910 faculty, with the exception of Doctor
Flory, who is still in service. John M. Coffman,
a faithful teacher for about half of this period,
satisfied, we believe, the prerequisite for favor
with God and man. William T. Sanger was in
duced by President Flory to rleturn to his alma
mater in the autumn of 1910, after taking the
Master's degree at Indiana University. His com
ing was significant because of his teaching skill
as well as his general usefulness. A popular
speaker on varied occasions, college librarian, de-
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bate coach, adviser to the literary and religious
societies, writer.· for the college publications,
Sunday school teacher-he was jack and master
of all trades, and withal he continually set for
himself new teaching standards. He was absent
during 1912-13, and for one additional half year,
at the close of which he received the Ph. D. de
gree from Clark University. So far as this ad
ministration is concerned, his services terminated
in 1916; but he returned later to accept appoint
ment as dean of the college and professor of
psychology.
Samuel N. Mc Cann, of sacred memory, began
his last period of appointment with the incoming
president. He had already rendered valuable
services to Bridgewater in the eighties and nine
ties. For seven years he taught, studied, and
preached-and suffered, much of the time irt
tensely, but always in silence. He brought from
India a tropical affliction which gave him no rest
until his death in 1917. He was an influential
elder, a scholarly and spiritual teacher, a keen
and experienced observer, and withal a person
with an ever-widening horizon. For some years
Michael A. Good had served faithfully as an
academy teacher and solicitor, and his appoint
ment continued throughout this period. Otho
W. Thomas, head of the commercial department,
resigned at the close of Dr. Flory's first year to
accept another appointment. Charles William
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Roller served with earnest devotion throughout
the period, with the exception of one year, as di
rector of the music department. His teaching
was mainly in voice and theory. William Z.
Fletcher and S. Marie Myers, later Mrs. Fletcher,
labored effectively in the music department for
four years.
The older alumni will remember with varied
emotions the fact that the college conducted a
primary department from its early days up to the
end of 1912-13. Some very able and inspiring
teachers did unusually fine work in old roomD,
which was in the southeast corner of the first
floor. of Memorial Hall. Atha M. Spitzer taught
the children one year, and Vida E. Miller, later
Mrs. E. M. Wampler, assisted by her sister, Val
ley, two years, before "the primary" was aban
doned in favor of the public school.
At the beginning of his second year (1911)
Dr. Flory added Edward C. Bixler, Ph.D., Uni
versity of Pennsylvania, to the staff. Dr. Bixler
brought ripe scholarship and- a pleasing person
ality to his work. He had charge of ancient lan
guages for two years. Frank J. Wright, also a
newcomer this year, had just received a Master's
degree in geology at the University of Virginia.
He took the place of his former teacher, Justus
H. Cline, who had accepted a position at Vir
ginia. He served in residence for five years, the
last four of which he was also business manager.
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He was on leave of absence the last three years of
Dr. Flory's administration. As a matter of record
it should be stated that although the title of dean
appears in connection with his name in the cata
logs published in 1917 and 1918, his leave of ab
sence was extended, perhaps after the publication
of the catalogs, and he was not in service. Dr.
Flory continued to perform the duties of dean
and registrar. Dr. A. W. Dupler was announced
as dean in the 1919 catalog, but he resigned be
fore entering upon his administrative duties. Dr.
William T. Sanger was elected in the summer of
1919 and became the first dean in actual service.
Chas. W. Ronk became, in 1911, head of the
commercial department and served three years.
Pearl E. Skeggs (Mrs. Paul Hoover) taught one
year in the commercial department; and Emma
Glick (Mrs. 1E. T. Miller) taught expression two
years.
Ella E. Miller (Mrs. E. W. Flohr) was teach
er of history for four years beginning in 1912,
and W. R. Hooker filled the vacancy caused by
the resignation of John C. Myers. In the same
year Mattie V. Glick began a long and important
work at Bridgewater. For five years she taught
shorthand and typewriting and assisted in the ad
ministrative offices. Since 1917 she has devoted
all her time to office work and has rendered a
highly valued service to her alma mater. In a
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pinch she could handle any administrative office
in the institution.
From time to time the college has offered
work in fine arts. Mrs. Rebecca Bowman taught
classes in painting and drawing in 1912-13, and
was followed in 1913 by Annie Marie Hansen,
who handled both art and expression for two
years. After a brief lapse it was resumed again
in 1916 with Bessie W. Arnold (Mrs. Amos Hol
singer) in charge. It was finally dropped in 1919.
The fostering of art made a distinct contribution
to the culture of the college.
Physical education was given a formal start
in 1912 with the appointment of Ernest M.
Wampler as instructor. Then M. Robert Zigler
had charge for several years. Soon the young
women were given a special instructor in the
person of Pearl V. Cline. In 1916 George W.
Harlow was appointed instructor in physical ed
ucation (men) and director of the gymnasium,
while at the same time Gay Ola Walter (Mrs.
Geo. W. Harlow) directed the physical program
for the girls. This arrangement continued to the
end of the administration, with the exception of
the last year, when George W. Harlow was
called to the colors.
Few faculty changes marked the opening in
September, 1913. Dr. Bixler had resigned and
John C. Grimm, a vigorous young man who had
recently won his Master's degree at Ohio State
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University, came to teach the classics. D. H.
Hoover, of the class of 1913, taught agriculture,
on a part time basis, in the academy.
Robert E. Fultz succeeded John C. Grimm in
the autumn of 1914 as professor of ancient lan
guages. Charles Eugene Shull, after a year at
the University of Virginia, came to take charge
of mathematics, physics, and chemistry in place
of John M. Coffman, who had resigned. This
was the beginning of a faithful and valued service
which continues at the present time. From time
to time Professor Shull has studied during the
summer at different universities. Grace Lee
Berlin, a former member of the music staff, re
turned in 1914 to teach piano. Conscientious to a
fault and faithful in the performance of duty, she
remained throughout Dr. Flory's administration.
Ernest Hall, of Dayton, having studied at North
western and Columbia, was a member of the fac
ulty in 1914-15. In the faculty for this year ap-.
peared for the first time the name of Charles C.
Wright, newly appointed principal of the com
mercial school. He was on leave of absence the
first year, and Aubrey R. Coffman gave the
courses in business. It will be remembered that
the shorthand and typewriting students were be
ing taught by Mattie V. Glick.
The ancient languages found a new exponent
in 1915 in the person of William V. Dreizler, M.
A., of the University of Pennsylvania. He is re-
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membered as a polished gentleman of scholarly
tastes. He remained for three years and was
called to the army. Charles C. Wright began
active teaching, which continues to the present.
His field was widened in 1916 to include political
science, and in 1917 to include the commercial
school. Beginning in 1916-1917, he was also bus
iness manager throughout the remainder of Dr.
Flory's administration. Alda Cline, after study
ing in several large summer schools, returned to
teach Latin in the academy; and Anna Bowman
came to assist in English. Manual training was
becoming popular in schools and colleges about
this time, and Bridgewater put on a class taught
by N. A. Seese.
Following the resignation of Dr. William T.
Sanger in 1916, Earl S. Neal, A. M., George
Washington University, was appointed to the
chair of psychology. He served until he entered
the army. At this time John T. Glick, after grad
uate work at Northwestern University, came to
teach history and expression. He later repre
sented the college in the field, but held his pro
fessorship throughout the Flory regime. A for
ward step was made in securing the splendid
services of Dr. John D. Miller as college phys
ician and lecturer on preventive medicine. He
also had charge of the newly established infir
mary. Robert Burns gave a course in biology.
With the passing of Professor McCann in the
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summer of 1917, it was difficult to find a suitable
successor. A splendid choice, however, was made
in the person of Minor M. Myers, a graduate
student at Vanderbilt University. He served one
year. Alpheus W. Dupler, a native of Ohio, and
Ph.D. of the University of Chicago, was called to
Bridgewater in the fall of 1917 to teach biology.
For two years he taught with brilliant success
and participated in Red Cross and other activi
ties during the strenuous war period. He was
chairman for Rockingham County of the United
War Work Campaign. In 1919 he accepted a call
to Juniata, his alma mater. B. F. Wampler
taught in the music department during the ses
sion of 1917-1918. Carman Blough was in charge
of the commercial school, Omega L. Miller
taught manual training, and C. T. Orr substi
tuted for Professor Shull in mathematics.
Minor M. Myers had agreed to take charge of
the Bible work for one year. During the year a
number of available persons were considered, and
very wisely, a call was extended to Paul H. Bow
man. His one year of teaching before he was
called to the presidency was a worth while con
tribution. The same year Newton D. Cool re
signed the principalship of the Winchester High
School to take charge of the college academy,
which was now being organized as a separate
unit. Mary Richcreek was a member of the
music faculty.
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A group of assistants, whose names cannot be
recorded here, rendered invaluable service.
BUILDIMGS AND EQUIPMENT

The old two-story frame Wardo Hall, with
its main entrance at the east end, was pulled
down in the spring of 1910, and the present struc
ture was erected as President Flory was begin
ning his administrative duties. The senior class
in the spring of 1913 improved the gymnasium
(built in 1908) by the addition of a stage and an
equipment of folding chairs. In this form it was
used as an auditorium for special occasions until
the past year. The erection of the College Street
Church in 1914 was especially significant in the
development of the religious life of the institution
and in the cultivation of a fine spirit of under
standing and co-operation between the college
and the local church. This project was not fi
nanced by the college except in a concession of
land, but it constitutes an integral part of the in
stitution, and at the same time it has drawn the
community into the very heart of the college.
It was a very happy move, except perhaps in its
precise location. The old church at the woods
on North Main Street was still used for special
occasions. The college infirmary, gift of the
alumni, was opened in 1916. Although simple
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in its appointments, it has served a most useful
purpose.
It would be tedious to record the many addi
tions to equipment within this period. Among
the most outstanding may be noted the follow
ing: Important improvements in all the scien
tific laboratories; the addition of several new
Stieff pianos; the installation of a good manual
training outfit; the purchase of considerable
paraphernalia for physical education; the secur
ing of a china kiln for the art department; the in
stallation of a call-bell system in Yount Hall in
1912, and an electric bell system for the entire
institution; the purchase of a new grand piano in
1913, partly through the efforts of students in
the music department; the starting of a psycho
logical laboratory in 1914; and the installation of
a city water system, which derived its supply
from the spring across the river, and which
eliminated those pleasant walks for a bottle of
"medicinal" water. The library was made much
more vital in the intellectual life of the students
by putting it under the supervision of a member
of the faculty who gave it considerable time.
John C. Myers, William T. Sanger, and John T.
Glick made genuine contributions in organizing
and directing the library.
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FINANCIAL SUPPORT AND ENDOWMENT

A small effort for endowment was put forth
about 1908 by George W. Flory, but the canvass
did not extend far. A still earlier solicitation was
made by Professor McCann.
Financial reports were first published in June,
1914. The total amount of endowment and an
nuities reported at the close of the session of
1913-14 was $18,641.25. There was very little
endowment when Dr. Flory entered upon the
presidency. As late as 1914 the income from en
dowment and scholarships amounted to only
$356.87. The beginnings of an endowment were
made during the early part of the period, and by
its close the fund had grown to almost a quarter
of a million dollars ($245,000). This is signifi
cant progress.
New forms of bequest involving flexible pro
visions regarding the conversion of endowment
pledges into paid-up annuities were gotten out in
1913. President Flory discussed the new plan in
the March bulletin and pointed out the fact that
recent bequests had been made on this plan by
Messrs. James K. and Jacob Wright. Every year
after this he discussed the need of endowment in
the pages of the bulletin. Note these words in
October, 1916:
From another angle the financial situation
_ of the col
lege is anything but satisfactory. It is impossible for the
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college to succeed in the best way when it is constantly
cramped for want of means. Many things that would
add materially to the success and progress ·of our work
have had to be dispensed with because of the lack of re
sources. Only in specially fortunate years when all
· things conspire in the most favorable manner can the
institution pass through a session without a deficit.
When for any reason there is the least shrinkage of re
sources a deficit at the end -of the session is inevitable.
It will be absolutely impossible for the college to do the
work it ought to do, maintain the standard to which the
1work has been brought, and occupy the sphere of useful
ness that it should occupy without resources to insure it
against constant deficits in its running expenses. The
·only adequate means by which this can be done it seems
is to provide a suitable endowment fund.

The first major appeal for endowment was
made in 1917, and, as a tribute to the memory of
Professor McCann, it was called the S. N. Mc
Cann Memorial Endowment Fund. The work
was not completed during the summer of 1917 be
cause of various difficulties, and the solicitation
was taken up by John T. Glick, Paul H. Bowman,
and others in the spring and summer of 1918.
The October, 1918, bulletin presented strongly
the needs for additional endowment, although the
fund had passed the $100,000 mark. Just after
the turning of the year Mr. Samuel M. Bowman,
a wise trustee and a staunch churchman, passed
away. His will provided that the bulk of his es
tate, amounting to approximately $135,000,
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should go to Bridgewater. This gave new im
petus to the endowment program.
In addition to its lack of endowment, the col
lege was laboring under a heavy debt. The dis
trict meetings decided in 1911 to apportion this
amount among the several churches. The appor
tionment was made, but the quotas were, in many
cases, not paid. One should digress here to say
that some congregations did pay, and in addition
have always supported the college to the limit of
their financial resources. Without their help the
institution would probably have perished. The
inter,est on the debt was an irksome burden, but
the following words from President Flory's re
port for the year ending June 30, 1916, are most
refreshing:
Especially gratifying to all the friends of the institu
tion is the fact that the indebtedness under which the
College had been struggling for some years has finally
been liquidated. The generous offer of Mr. Samuel M.
Bowman to give two• thousand dollars for the liquidation
of the debt on condition that the Bridgewater congrega
tion provide a similar sum, was accepted. The services
of Elder J. G. Royer, formerly president of Mt. Morris
College, were secured in behalf of this work, and after
about a month's campaign the entire indebtedness of
$9,000 was provided.

The financial affairs of the institution were in
the hands of a business manager, working, of
course, under the direction of the president. Mr.
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S. L. Bowman, a trustee, and a popular man
about the campus, was manager until the summer
of 1912. As an economy measure it was decided
to combine the duties of manager with a teaching
position, and Frank J. Wright was the victim.
He served until June, 1916. The duties of the
office, in addition to teaching two or three
courses, included management of the bookstore,
collection of fees, payment of all the bills of the
college, employment and supervision of janitors
and furnace men, employment of dining room
head and her helpers, buying supplies for the din
ing hall and the equipment and supplies for the
entire college, handling the financial papers of
the institution, including insurance, collection of
endowment notes, and, worst of all, trying to col
lect from a few former students whom the col
lege had failed to regenerate.
Charles C. Wright became business manager
in 1916, and continued throughout the period. He
was elected treasurer of the board of trustees in
March, 1919.
T t is fitting to record here the loyal services of
Miss Mattie V. Glick, assistant in the business
manager's office; of Mrs. J. M. Coffman, head of
the dining hall; of Miss Lula Hisey, who later
held the same position, and finally of Mr. Homer
P. Shaver, engineer and general caretaker of the
buildings and grounds.
James A. Fry was treasurer of the board of
1
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trustees for many years. During the years 19121916 and doubtless still later, he signed the
checks, which, of course, were countersigned by
the manager. This was only a detail, but his
kindly manner, fatherly advice, and unfailing
willingness to help in varied situations will never
be forgotten.
ENROLMENT
The total number of students in attendance
did not vary greatly during the period under re
view, but there was a notable increase in the pro
portion of registrants in the college as compared
with those in the academy and other depart
ments. This most gratifying shift was largely
due to the development of the secondary schools
in the state. The enrolment in college classes
grew from twenty-three in 1910 to seventy-three
in 1919, in spite of a shrinkage during the World
War.
STANDARDS AND RECOGNITION

An institution is judged in the world at large
by the type of men and women it sends out. A
college does not make either fools or wise men,
but it can develop them. Graduates of Bridge
water who went directly into their several call
ings occupy thousands of worthy positions, and
some have gained distinction. Those who en-
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tered graduate or professional schools have pro
vided the best chance to check up on the quality
of the academic work done at Bridgewater. The
records made by these men and women at the
�niversity of Virginia and at many other great
institutions are perhaps the highest compliments
ever paid to the standards of her work. Presi
dent Flory, himself a distinguished scholar, gave
keen attention to scholarship in making recom
mendations for faculty appointments, and in
spired the faculty and students to achieve nobly.
.The last quarter of a century has witnessed a
rapid development of the idea of standardization
among institutions of learning. It has caused
improvement in many places and has greatly
clarified the entire situation. A state department
of education must know that persons who are to
be approved as teachers in the public schools
have had sound training. On June 27, 1916, the
Virginia State Board of Education approved
Bridgewater and placed her on the fully accred
ited list of standard four-year colleges. Mr. Evan
K. Chesterman, then secretary of the board, made
the inspection. This new rating was especially
valuable to graduates, for they could now receive
teaching certificates without examination, or
enter graduate schools without loss of standing.
Furthermore, it increased the prestige of the col
lege, and it became favorably known throughout
Virginia and elsewhere. This event was the real
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beginning of the wider recognition which came a
decade later.
One might properly wonder how it was that
an institution with inexpensive buildings, rather
meager equipment, inadequate library, and small
financial income compared with others, could es
tablish such a reputation for sound scholarship.
Here are some of the factors. Bridgewater has
always emphasized moral character and has elim
inated those whose moral standards are not high.
Her students have usually come from Christian
homes with clean and simple habits. Scholastic
attainments have always held first place on the
campus-academic honors ranked first. Among
the student activities, debating, oratory, and lit
erary interests have been prominent. The school
week has been kept free from serious and un
necessary interruptions; the absence of social
clubs; the rural location; the earnestness and in
dustry of the faculty; the heavy but reasonable
tasks set by ·the teachers; and the rule limiting a
student to eighteen academic hours of work.
PUBLICATIONS

The annual catalog, special bulletins, and
"College Life," a quarterly, were the official pub
lications when President Flory took the helm.
Who can forget that dear little "College Life,"
with its motto, "We must educate, we must edu-
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cate"? When an issue came from the press, the
faculty members were corralled and expected to
help address and seal the copies. Dr. Flory had
written it, or at least most of it, and yet he
worked patiently until every copy was ready for
the post office. It was discontinued about 1914.
Beginning with the annual catalog in May,
1911, the new series of publications, with a vol
ume a year, was started. For a while it ran as a
quarterly, but later there were five or six num
bers. The numbers of the bulletin, other than the_
catalog, presented the varied aspects of the col
lege. Occasionally a number would feature some
one department, as for instance the music school;
another would announce the program of the spec
ial Bible institute, ordinarily held in January;
still others contained miscellaneous discussion,
appeals for endowment, announcement of new
appointments to the faculty, varied activities of
the student organizations, gifts, convocation ad
dresses, and general college news. Beginning in
1914, one number was given over to the publica
tion of the annual reports of the president, busi
ness manager, and librarian. This put in perma
nent form a body of facts that will be increas
ingly interesting as the years pass.
Among the changes which one notes as he
traces through the years may be mentioned the
increase in college tuition from -$55.50 per ses
sion to $75.00; the listing for the first time in 1914
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of the college students according to academic
rank; a general revision in 1915 of the pages deal
ing with general considerations; the inclusion in
1916 of a weekly schedule of classes to facilitate
registration, and the omission of the list of
alumni; the modification of entrance and degree
requirements; and the more elaborate and accur
ate description of courses. The general makeup
became more attractive.
The president as editor prepared most of the
copy for the bulletins, with the occasional assist
ance of members of the faculty, especially Dr.
Sanger.
STUDENT AFFAIRS

An adequate account of the varied interests
and activities of the students during the decade
would carry this story far beyond the prescribed
limits. If there was a college in America that
had more earnest and capable students, it was a
rare institution. While their main energies were
devoted to academic pursuits, they maintained
splendid standards in their extra-curricular ac
tivities.
At the very beginning of the period, the mo
rale of the student body was at a rather low ebb.
The dropping of intercollegiate athletic contests
had given them a real jolt, and they lost interest
for a time in sports. The recreation period had
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no attraction, and many spent this time in an
idle and unprofitable manner. Some carried ex
tra work in order to hasten their graduation.
There were other causes of unrest, some under
stood, others only felt. In recording these facts
there is no reflection on the former administra
tion. Situations such as these arise from time to
time in the course of human events.
In a few years the students turned their phys
ical energies to intramural sports, and these were
sympathetically fostered by President Flory.
Systematic courses in physical training were be
gun in 1912, and more and more emphasis was
laid on the physical development of the entire
student body. When intercollegiate contests
were again authorized by the trustees, about
1916, the student body became quite enthusiastic.
While the success of the teams did not attract
great attention before 1919, the athletic situation
was very wholesome. The attitude was entirely
different from that in 1909.
The class of 1908 started an alumni endow
ment fund, to which subsequent classes con
tributed. In 1909 the graduating class immor
talized itself by inserting a marble brick, bearing
the class numerals, in the entrance of Founders
Hall. This tradition was followed by the later
classes. There also grew up a beautiful custom
of presenting at graduation a gift from the class.
The seniors in 1913 equipped the gymnasium for
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use as an auditorium; in 1914 was made a con
tribution of new books for the department of
pedagogy; in 1915, new blackboards for Found
ers Hall, and books for the library; in 1916, an
electric bell system for the entire institution.
Other classes did likewise. The same spirit was
manifested by recent alumni as shown, for in
stance, in the generous gift of a magnificently
bound set of the latest edition of the Encyclo
pedia Britannica by N. M. Albright, of Iowa.
Three literary societies were running
throughout the decade, the Victorian, Virginia
Lee, and Acme. The Acme Society was organ
ized to serve the needs of the more advanced
students. The Virginia Lee and Victorian soci
eties, dating from 1897, were two of the most
virile organizations in the student body. The
wild rushing period for new members in the fall
was followed by the anniversary programs and
later by the contests. Throughout the year there
was always something of interest in their activi
ties. During the session of 1918-1919, due to the
increase in college enrolment, it was decided to
drop the Acme and promote the two older so
cieties. In this way the loyalties and traditions
of these societies were preserved and continued.
The academy then organized its own society.
The "Philomathean Monthly" held the center
of the stage as the one student publication. In
scanning its pages one finds many worthy ar-
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ticles, a lot of interesting news items about stu
dents, faculty, and alumni, and an occasional
good joke. Here are the names of the editors and
business managers during the period:
Editor
Business Manager
1910-1911-Fred P. Myers ..............,....E. E. Neff
1911-1912-Fred P. Myers ................,M. M. Myers
1912-1913-H. N. Glick ..........,...........N. A. Seese
1913-1914-C. Herbert Huffman ..,....1; • • • A. R. Coffman
1914-1915-J. T. Glick ....................0. L. Miller
1915-1916--E. W. Flohr .... ............,....M. J. Zigler
1916-1917-B. M. Flory ....................0. L. Miller
1917-1918-Wm. C. Snyder ...., ........,.....C. S. Driver
1918-1919-0. L. Miller .......... ....A. S. A. Holsinger

The department of music has been of untold
value to the institution in developing the musical
abilities of the performers and the esthetic ap
preciation of the listeners. Professor C. W.
Roller, Professor Grace Berlin, Professor W. Z.
Fletcher, and Miss Marie Myers were the lead
ing figures in music during these years. Much
credit belongs to these conscientious and skilful
workers. No public program at Bridgewater was
considered complete without one or more musical
numbers. This required much preparation. The
annual oratorios, operettas, cantatas, and con
certs were major undertakings, and they were
genuinely enjoyed. The glee clubs and quartets
were active organizations and were frequently
called on for appearances away from home.
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Intercollegiate debates, started about 1908,
were held occasionally through these years. The
college also participated in the annual state ora
torical contest. A very strong lyceum course was
admirably conducted by the students and gen
erously supported by the student body and com
munity. The Intercollegiate Prohibition Associ
ation was represented on the Bridgewater cam
pus as well as at many other Virginia colleges.
It was designed to make a scientific study of the
liquor problem. In 1915 the catalog contained
this statement: "During the five years in which
Bridgewater College has been a member of this
Association, her representatives have won third
place in the state once, second place twice, and
first place twice." This work was wholeso·me in
college days, and undoubtedly bore fruit in pro
moting temperance after graduation.
The Missionary Society and the Volunteer
Mission Band were the two chief organizations
in the religious field for the first half of Dr.
Flory's presidency. The Missionary Society,
which met an hour a week for the study of mis
sions and other religious subjects, was the source
of much inspiration to many students. It sup
ported a scholarship in the college.
During 1914 it was felt that the Y. M. C. A.
and Y. W. C. A. would mean much to the stu
dents in linking up their efforts with those of
other colleges. Chapters therefore were estab-
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lished, and the Missionary Society was aban
doned. The religious organizations have been
very vital in the student life at Bridgewater. In
addition to their regular meetings, they organ
ized and conducted study groups, sent out many
teams on deputation work among the churches,
and co-operated fully in the religious program of
the college. Among the foreign missionaries
who went out from these groups during this pe
riod may be mentioned Mr. and Mrs. M. M.
Myers, Mr. and Mrs. N. A. Seese, Mr. and Mrs.
B. M. Flory, Edna Flory, Mr. and Mrs. E. M.
Wampler, Mr. and Mrs. H. L. Alley, Valley
Miller, Mary Cline. The entire student body was
influenced by the activities of these religious
groups, and many were inspired to nobler living
and some to specific lines of Christian endeavor.
THE TRUSTEES, THE COLLEGE, AND
THE CHURCH

The service rendered by the trustees was, and
still is, a labor of love. No material reward was
expected or received. The board in 1910 was
composed of twelve members. Beginning about
six years later, four trustees were elected from
nominations made by the alumni. The catalog
published in June, 1917, carries for the first time
the names of four alumni trustees, who had been
elected during the previous year.
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The list of trustees in 1910 included these ven
erable names: Peter S. Thomas, Charles E.
Long, Daniel C. Flory, Joseph M. Kagey, Zach
ariah Annon, Sidney L. Bowman, Samuel M.
Bowman, James A. Fry, Hiram G. Miller, Mil
ton H. Shaver, David H. Zigler, George S. Ar
nold. Of this group only five still survive. The
following men became members of the board in
subsequent years: William H. Sanger, W. A.
Myers, I. N. H. Beahm, J. F. Ross, Samuel D.
Miller, S. I. Bowman, Stuart Arey, and J. B.
Shaffer. The four alumni trustees who began
service in 1917 were John D. Miller, Arthur W.
Arnold, John C. Myers, and Walter R. Hooker.
During this period the college and the church
came to understand each other better. Adverse
criticism gave way to wholesome co-operation.
The Bible institute was an annual event of con
siderable importance. Especially memorable was
the one held in January, 1915, when the new
church was dedicated. Elder Henry C. Early's
brilliant dedication sermon was published in the
February, 1915, number of the Bulletin. The col
lege gave to the church many ministers, mission
aries, and other workers. The trustees and the
college and the church were united into a solidar
ity that was truly significant. Dr. Flory did
much to bring about this state of affairs.
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THE WAR PERIOD

The loss of half of the men students and three
of the members of the faculty during 1917-1918
seriously interrupted the work of the session.
The death of Professor McCann and the illness
of Professor Wampler complicated the situation
still more. Even the students who were in at
tendance were continually being distracted by
war activities and the going of friends to the
training camps. There was a large financial
deficit at the close of the year, but the institution
had the satisfaction of rendering loyal service to
her country. The next year was better, but still
far from normal.
THE PRESIDENT HIMSELF

Dr. Flory was a gifted teacher and lucid inter
preter of English literature; an extremely mod
est, unassuming, hard-working executive, who
gave his best without reserve; a man of deep re
ligious convictions; an influential churchman; a
clear thinker and writer; a true friend; and a gen
uine lover of home. In length and distinction of
service he stands unique among those who have
served at Bridgewat�r. A high place in Bridge
water's hall of fame will be assigned to him and
his µnusually talented wife, who have labor
ed loyally together, in sunshine and shadow,
through the eventful years. May God bless them
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with many more years, happy years, with less of
burden and more of rest and play.
The board of trustees, with whom President
Flory was intimately associated, adopted resolu
tions upon his retirement, and caused them to be
spread upon the permanent records of the college.
These statements expressed the sentiments not
only of the trustees, but doubtless also of his col
leagues on the faculty, and of the students of the
period. For that reason they make a fitting close
for this chapter.
Resolved, that we, the Trustees of Bridgewater Col
lege, with much regret and solely at his insistence, accept
the resignation of Dr. John S. Flory as President of the
College and record with profound pleasure this testimony
of his high moral character as a Christian man and of
his unselfish and efficient service as the chief executive
officer of this institution. In every capacity in which he
has served the College he has shown himself worthy of
the trust and c_onfidence which we have reposed in him.
His fidelity to duty, his spirit of co-operation, his self
sacrificing service, the accuracy :of his judgment, and the
wisdom of his counsel shall be a pleasant memory to us
and a perpetual inspiration to those who shall come after.
We believe that he has filled a place in the development
of our institution for which he was divinely appointed,
and we chronicle the splendid growth of the institution
·under his leadership with profound respect and deep
gratitude. He carries with him our explicit confidence,
our affections. and best wishes, and our unanimous appeal
to remain in our institution as a permanent and esteemed
member of the College faculty.

CHAPTER V

THE PRESIDENCY OF
PAUL H. BOWMAN
By CHARLES C. WRIGHT and RUTH I. CUNE

W

HEN the board of trustees set about� upon
the resignation of Dr. John S. Flory in 1917,
to find a man who might be fitted for the work of
the presidency of the college, they were fortunate
in choosing one who knew well the Virginia and
Maryland Church of the Brethren colleges. Paul
H. Bowman, as a boy, had known Daleville Col
lege, through its Tennessee constituency; he had
become intimately familiar with the ways of
Bridgewater College during four years of resi
dence there; he had come to understand the prob
lems of Blue Ridge, as well as the problems of
effective college administration, through three
years of responsibility as a professor and �s pres
ident of that college.
At the time of his appointment to the pres
idency of Bridgewater, Dr. Bowman, as his state
ment in response to the board of trustees shows,
was impressed with the opportunity of service
which the position offered.
"I want to say, first of all, that I am in no
sense a candidate for the position. It has no
fanciful allurements for me, for I am conscious
of the great responsibilities which it involves.
Consequently, if there are other men available for
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the position my preference is to decline promptly
in their favor. However, I am frank to say that
the work presents a tremendous appeal to me by
virtue of the fact that it offers a large oppor
tunity for service to God, the Church, and my
fellow-men. In the light of this fact I have been
compelled to give the matter serious consider
ation."
He entered upon the duties of the presidency
in 1919. However, he was not willing to accept
the work unconditionally. He foresaw that the
grc;>wth, the continuance even, of the college was
dependent upon certain developments. He
wished by the conditions he laid down to open
the way for these developments. One of the con
ditions was the creation of the deanship, which
would leave the president free "to devote consid
erable time to work among the churches of the
college territory." Thus he would be able to
weld its constituency together into one co-oper
ative group. Another condition was that the
trustee board set on foot a movement to increase
the endowment of the college.
Even before Dr. Bowman had formally ac
cepted the position at Bridgewater, he had recog
nized the importance of a closer affiliation of the
Brethren colleges of this section. At this time he
suggested to the trustees of Bridgewater College
and Hebron Seminary that these two schools be
operated on some co-operative basis. In fact, the
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whole burden of Dr. Bowman's heart at that time
was that he might, if he became president of
Bridgewater College, be able to affiliate the three
schools which he knew so intimately-Daleville,
Blue Ridge, and Bridgewater-in such a way that
all three might be able to meet successfully the
ever-increasing demands of standardization. ·
STANDARDIZATION

Involved in the problem of standardization
were two chief factors: endowment and enroll
ment. The S. N. McCann Campaign, launched
in 1917, with the aid of some Chicago experts,
had come to a close in the fall of 1918 with a fund
of $69,000.00 subscribed. In January, 1919, Dr.
Bowman was released from his duties as profes
sor of philosophy and theology to set on foot
anew the endowment campaign. During the first
three weeks of his work, which was among the
people of the Bridgewater congregation, he se
cured $14,000 in pledges and in cash. At the
time of writing the August bulletin he and Pro
fessor J. T. Glick had raised, in the Second Dis
trict of Virginia, the sum of $90,000. The aims
of the board of trustees with regard to endow
ment cannot be any more succinctly stated than
in their own resolutions of June 21, 1921:
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First: That we renew the financial campaign which
was . discontinued on March 10, 1920, beginning about
November 1, 1921, or as soon thereafter as possible;
Second: That the total objective (which had formerly
been $500,000) of the renewed campaign be $970,000, dis
tributed as follows:
General Endowment ..............$450,000
Endowment for salary increase..,.. 225,000
Administration building, including
library and science buildings.... 200,000
Dormitory for college women ..,... 70,000
Infirmary ....................... 25,000

This movement was to have been undertaken
in co-operation with one of the great educational
foundations which had momentarily held out
some promise of financial aid. This assistance
did not materialize and the objectives of the
movement were later revised.
In 1926 the Semi-Centennial Campaign for
buildings and endowment was launched with the
result, among other things� that the new dining
hall and Cole Hall were erected (1929). This
campaign, directed particularly to the alumni of
Bridgewater-Daleville, has rekindled the loyalty
of almost the entire body. Up to the present
time $143,505 have been raised in this effort.
The following figures show the general in
crease in endowment and assets. The figures for
1918 indicate the endowment before the inten
sive campaign, under the direction of Dr. Bow
ma.n, began. In the spring of 1919 the college
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came into possession of the S. M. Bowman be
qmst, which amounted to about $130,000. This
sum therefore should not be credited to the work
of fr1e campaign.

June
June
June
June

Total
Assets
Endowment
$198,906.89
1918....$ 98,176.35
506,274.87
1920.... 367,303.14
624,164.74
1925.... 378,842.52
1930.... 379,640.47 (approx.) 672,768.20 (approx.)

In a report to the board of trustees, Dr. Bow
man pointed out the fact that to run a college
on the most economical basis there should be a
student body of approximately five hundred. He
stated further that since ymmg people attend
higher educational institutions only to the extent
of one for each two hundred and twelve of the
population we would need a population of 100,000
· people to draw on to build such a college. We
have a constituency, however, of only 15,000 peo
ple; therefore, we could normally expect only
about seventy students, counting a few from oth
er denominations. Since the enrollment of the
college was about twice this number at the time
of the report (1922), he concluded that the field
had been well worked and that an increase in
students at Bridgewater must necessarily be se
cured by increasing the constituency of the col
lege. Persistent �fforts were made in this direc-
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tion and the large increase in college students
must be credited mainly to this source. The ac
companying graph will show the progress of the
c_ollege in this direction.
Out of the two above-stated problems, lack of
funds and lack of students, grew the plan of
affiliation. The dream which the president cher
ished began to take definite form in the fall of
1921 when Bridgewater College and Hebron
Seminary were affiliated.
On January 22 and March 9, 1923, a joint com
mittee of the Daleville and Bridgewater boards
of trustees met and recommended that Bridge
water and Daleville constitute a system of the
schools of the Church of the Brethren in Vir
ginia, to be known as the Bridgewater-Daleville
System, administered under one general charter
and one general board of trustees, Bridgewater
being the college of the system and Daleville the
academy. The merger, however, was not to af
fect the session of 1923-24. These recommenda
tions were approved by the district church con
ferences concerned, except the Second West Vir
ginia District, which tabled the matter for one
year. This action made the Bridgewater-Dale
ville system the official church school system in
eleven states, comprising the southeastern sec
tion of the United States, east of the Mississippi
and south of the Potomac and Ohio rivers.
At its February meeting, 1925, the board of
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trustees of Bridgewater-Daleville recommended
that attempts be made "toward a fuller affiliation
of Blue Ridge College with the Bridgewater
Daleville system." Dr. Bowman was appointed
a committee of one for further negotiations, and
after much thought and careful planning such an
affiliation was achieved.
The reports of President Bowman to the trus
tees reveal a concern for the welfare of the teach
ers of the college and a consciousness of the great
sacrifice which they are making. In this ten-year
period salaries have been more than doubled; and
a system of group protection instituted which in
cludes potentially a rather promising plan of
teacher retirement and old age pensions.
Membership in the Southern Association of
Colleges had been a privilege long coveted. Def
inite steps in this direction were taken in 192021. Many were the obstacles. There was still a
shortage of endowment; the training of some
members of the faculty was below standard; sal
aries were far below the standards of the Asso
ciation; the complete separation of the college
and the academy was demanded. The college
was without contacts in the Association; the As
sociation itself was not very sympathetic, and it
was difficult to secure definite information about
the course of procedure. Dean W. T. Sanger was
sent to the meeting of the Association at Chat
tanooga, Tennessee, in December, 1920, to study
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the methods of the Association and discover the
customary procedure in applying for member
ship. He carried with him a hastily but carefully
prepared application which the Association de
clined to consider. President Bowman attended
every meeting of the Association from that date,
presenting each time new data and pressing the
claims of the college. In 1925, at the meeting of
the Association held at Charleston, South Caro
lina, the coveted honor of full recognition was
bestowed upon the institution.
ADMINISTRATION

Another noteworthy feature of the period un
der discussion is the careful manner in which the
entire administrative work of the college has
been organized. It has already been mentioned
that the creation of the office of dean -left the
president free to bring about proper relationships
between the college and its constituency.
Another important step in the administrative
machinery of the college was the creation of the
office of registrar. This office was established in
1925, with Miss Mattie V. Glick as incumbent.
The permanence of the records of students of the
earlier period of the college was dependent upon
the teacher's turning in of his class book. Con
squently, many records were lost. During Pres
ident Flory's administration the grades of all
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students were kept in a ledger, but upon the cre
ation of this new office a more modern system
was established. A special system adapted to the
needs of the college, with the student's entire
college record, including credits, honors, and
some personal data, compactly arranged on a
single blank and securely filed under fire-proof
protection, was installed.
The administrative work of the faculty was
made more effective by the organization of a
faculty senate composed of all administrative
officers (the president, treasurer, and dean) and
all faculty members holding a Master's degree, or
its equivalent, who had been associated with the
college for a period of five years or longer. The
function of this body was that of conserving the
policies which might further the interests of the
college and of inaugurating new policies demand
ed by the progress of the institution. For in
stance, one of the first problems considered by
this body was the procedure for membership in
the Southern Association. This body has been
able to act with greater insight and more in har
mony with the traditions than the general fac
ulty could possibly have done. In fact, nearly
every forward step that has been taken during
this period has received its impulse from the col
lege senate.
Considerable improvement was also made in
this period in trustee organization. The various
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state districts in the college region were brought
into closer touch with the college through care
fully prepared reports, which have almost invari
ably been sent to the district conferences by per
sonal representatives; the alumni representation
on the board of trustees has been revised and
carefully followed up; a complete system of rec
ords of trustee activities has been put into oper
ation; the charter of the college has been revised;
a new system of by-laws for the trustees has been
written, which· sets forth in minute detail the
duties of officers and committees with special ref
erence to the financial affairs of the board. The
plan of trustee organization has been favorably
commented upon by educational authorities and
has been copied by other institutions.
CREDITS AND CURRICULUM

The only change in entrance requirements in
this period (1919-30) has been with reference to.
Latin and mathematics. Beginning with the ses
sion of 1922-23, the college no longer required
t:he applicant for admission to the Bachelor of
Arts course to offer as credit two units in Latin.
Failing this, he must take a minimum of twenty
four hours of foreign language for a Bachelor of
Arts degree. For· entrance in the fall of 1928,
two and one-half units in mathematics were re
quired instead of two.
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After 1920 the practice of dividing the
branches of instruction into schools, such as, the
Bible School and the School of Music, each giv
ing its own certificate or diploma, was aban
doned. All departments except that of art of
fered work for college credit. The music depart
ment, however, continued to issue its own cer
tificate; but under certain conditions its work
received college credit. After the session of
1921-22, besides the granting of the B. A. degree,
the college offered, in an attempt to co-operate
with four international boards of religious educa
tion, a certificate in religious education, upon the
condition that certain courses of study had been·
pursued.
The B. S. degree was offered for the last time
in 1923, the B. A. degree being the only degree
granted by the college since that time. Two pre
vocational courses, law and medicine, were ar
ranged for, for the session of 1920-21. By this
arrangement a student completing the three-year
pre-vocational course here could receive the B. A.
or the B. S. degree (until 1924) after completing
successfully the first year of law or medicine.
The next year technical engineering was added
to the list, and the year following a definite ar
rangement was entered into with the school of
pharmacy of the Medical College of Virginia to
offer two years of college work definitely corre
lated with the curriculum of that school. The
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same privilege was offered in 1925 to students at
tending Bethany Bible School as had been offered
to students taking other pre-vocational courses.
With reference to prescribed work for the col
lege course, the tendency has been toward flex
ibility. Fifty-four elective hours, six of which
may be in the sophomore year, are allowed in
stead of the forty-five or forty-seven of earlier
periods. Previous to the fall of 1923 the hours in
science had to be taken in as many as two fields,
but in harmony with the tendency towards spec
ialization this requirement was removed. Dr.
Sanger, then the dean, recommended that in line
with other colleges Bridgewater diminish her
language requirements. The recommendation
was approved, and the twenty-four hours re
quired were reduced to eighteen and finally, in
1929, to twelve. Other changes have come about
also, such as that of raising the number of pre
scribed hours for Bible and religious education
from four to nine hours.
Probably the most important advance that
has come about with respect to credits is the re
quirement of an average grade of "C" for gradua
tion; that is, one quality credit for each semester
hour. This change was suggested also by Dr.
Sanger. Before this time a student might make
all "D's" and still graduate. Bridgewater was
one of the first schools, if not the first one, in
Virginia to adopt this standard. This system
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was adopted by the State Board of Education of
Virginia and recommended to the high schools of
the State. Quality of work was further empha
sized by the practice which was adopted in
March, 1921, of reading and posting the names of
those students making an average of "B."
During the ten-year period under discussion
the curriculum has been much enriched. Three
new departments, Agriculture, Home Economics,
and Religious Education, were added. The agri
culture and home economics departments grew
directly out of the S. M. Bowman bequest, in
which they were provided for. Some of the
courses in music now began to receive college
credit. Probably even more significant than the
addition of departments is the increased strength
of several of the old departments. The number
of courses in both chemistry and psychology and
education have practically doubled. Public
speaking, however, has been dropped from the
list of college courses and Greek and Latin, even
though still catalogued, are rarely offered.
Courses in geology have not been taught since
1924, except for one course offered in the summer
of 1929. This department, under the able in
struction of Dr. F. J. Wright, was formerly a
strong one, but the emphasis of the State Board
of Education upon biology as a high school
science has temporarily curtailed geology.
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SEPARATION OF COLLEGE AND ACADEMY

When the college first applied for admission
into the Southern Association, it was criticized
because of the close relationships of the college
and academy. An attempt to separate the two
had already been begun in the calling of Profes
sor N. D. Cool from the head of the city school
system of Winchester to that of principal of the
academy. The separation of the two, the college
and academy, was practically completed at the
beginning of the session of 1922-23. The facul
ties of the college and academy were entitely dis
tinct; the chapel services were held separately,
except for a joint service once a week; separate
dining halls were used, and catalogues were pub
lished by each school. There was still one stum
bling block, however, in the way of admission to
the Southern Association: the men of the college
and academy were too closely associated. Even
though domiciled on different floors, they were
in the same building.
SUMMER SCHOOL

Summer school at Bridgewater grew out of
the desire of students to shorten the term of their
college course by making use of their summers.
The first summer session was held in 1925. After
an experiment of four summers, it was found to
be a heavy financial burden, and, therefore, dis-
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continued. The enrollment for the different sum
mers runs as follows: 1926, 47; 1927, 57; 1928, 38;
1929, 53.
ATHLETICS

In the early part of 1921 the faculty began to
attempt to get on a better athletic footing with
neighboring colleges. A committee composed of
Drs. F. J. Wright, W. T. Sanger, and Mr. Harlow
was appointed to get information concerning
membership in the Eastern League, but upon in
vestigation the committee found the Eastern
League dissolved. In the fall of 1922, however,
the college became a charter member of the Vir
ginia-North Carolina Athletic Conference, of
which it is still a member.
The biggest asset to athletics during this pe
riod has been the development of the new ath
letic field. The trustees in the summer of 1923
approved the developing for athletics of the
Wynant land, which lies between the college
buildings and the river, but were not able at that
time to assume any financial responsibility. The
plan, however, was put into operation during the
following fall. The college classes of 1923 to
1926, inclusive, pledged their class gifts to the
athletic field, every class donating three hundred
dollars or more. Requests were sent out to
alumni for money. The co-operation of some of
the neighboring farmers was secured, and faculty
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and students used their vacant periods to work on
the field. During November the men of the col
lege and the academy petitioned the faculty for a
full holiday other than Saturday for work on the
athletic field. The request was granted. Reg
ular class work was to be offered to those of the
academy who refused to help with the field
project!
On May 2, 1924, just preceding a baseball
game with Milligan College, the field was dedi
cated. During the same month high water, the
first which had flooded that land for years,
washed out the field badly. The field did not re
ceive a name until 1929. · At that time it was
christened, "The Riverside Athletic Field."·
The completion of the athletic field gave a
great urge to the idea of re-introducing football.
Even as early as December, 1923, its resumption
was discussed by the faculty senate. In the fol
lowing year at the June meeting of the trustees
a request of the students for the recognition of
football was presented. The trustees granted the
request with the proviso that it should not be an
inter-collegiate sport during the following ses
sion. In the fall of 1925 the committee of the ath
letic council met with a representative group of
students. The sentiment for the sport was so
strong that funds for equipment were practically
raised among the students. During the season
one game, a practice game with Luray College,
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was played with a score, in favor of the Eagles,
of 19-6. This was the first football season since
1904. The season's close was celebrated on No
vember 13 with a banquet in the college dining
room.
In 1920 women were granted permission by
the faculty to play basketball with Harrisonburg
High School; likewise, in the following year a
similar permission was granted with reference to
Bridgewater High School. In 1920 the women
had petitioned the trustees, through the faculty,
for the privilege of challenging Daleville and Blue
Ridge colleges, but the request was not granted.
In the following year, however, the trustees
granted permission to play one game away from
home, with the promise of considering the matter
further. Upon being further petitioned in 1923,
the trustees approved the playing of six games,
three of which might be away from home. One
of the games played away from home must be
with Harrrisonburg State Normal School. At
the present time, however, seven games are
granted the women.
Track, during the last few years, has begun to
assume importance. Tennis, men's basketball,
and baseball continue to hold much their usual
places, except that the waning of baseball in oth
er schools has begun to affect the athletic pro
gram of Bridgewater.
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DEBATING

Debating during this period has been fostered
and given impetus, particularly by the establish
men of a chapter of a forensic fraternity, the Tau
Kappa Alpha. This chapter was formally or
ganized on November 30, 1925, with the follow
ing ( eight students and four teachers) as charter
members: Lawrence M. Hoover, M. Otto Zigler,
R. Douglas Nininger, M. Guy West, Earl W.
Fike, Walter S. Flory, Saylor C. Cubbage, Joe L.
Kinzie; Dr. John S. Flory, President Paul H.
Bowman, Professor C. C. Wright, Professor F.
D. Dove.
From 1920 to 1925 Bridgewater had eight in
tercollegiate debates, winning five. Since the
organization of the chapter of the Tau Kappa
Alpha the following schools have been debated:
University o� Richmond, Roanoke College,
Hampden-Sidney College, Randolph-Macon Col
lege, Randolph-Macon Woman's College, Na
tional University Law School, Clarke University,
Emory and Henry College, Lynchburg College,
Harrisonburg State Teachers College, Farmville
State Teachers College, Howard Payne College,
Milligan College, Waynesburg College, Eliza
bethtown College, and Blue Ridge College. The
results for the years since 1925 run as follows:
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1925-26
1926-27
1927-28
1928-29
1929-30

Lost
....................... 3
....................... 4
6

....................... 9
(to March 28) .......... 1

Won
3
5
5
4
5

STUDENT GOVERNMENT

When the idea of student government was
presented to the student body in 1921 it was en
thusiastically hailed by both men and women. As
I remember, there had been, prior to that time on
certain problems, a sort of group action among
the women under the excellent leadership of the
much loved Miss Gay Walter. Her leadership,
however, was an informally accepted one rather
than an elective one. The success of student gov
ernment since 1921 has varied from year to year.
Probably its greatest single responsibility, begin
ning with the year 1923, has been that of bringing
about a prankless Hallowe'en. Except on one
occasion, it has performed this duty perfectly.
Such a record has come about through complete
acceptance of responsibility. Student govern
ment has also taken upon itself, and for the most
part successfully, the government of the student
body in general. Under such leadership as the
student body has usually offered, student gov
ernment bids fair to become a potent factor in
college life.
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FRESHMEN
It is very difficult to be different from one's
neighbors. The Children of Israel called out to
the Lord for a king because other nations had
kings. But one thing, particularly, Bridgewater
has pulled doggedly against: the hazing of fresh
men. Not only has she been opposed to the haz
ing of freshmen, but she has formulated a posi
tive program to assist them in adapting them
selves easily to their new environment. In the
fall of 1926 a practice was begun of inviting all
freshmen to the college a few days early in order
that the faculty and representatives of organiza
tions might help them adjust themselves before
the old students came in. A course, specially de
signed to help freshmen orientate themselves,
was instituted during the first year of the ten
year period under discussion. A good part of
this course was given during freshmen week.
Furthermore, a faculty adviser was selected for
each freshman.
MISCELLANEOUS ITEMS
The school year was divided into semesters,
instead of three terms, beginning with the year
1919-20.
Senior final examinations were given prior to
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the underclassmen examinations for the first
time in 1920.
Founders Day was first commemorated on
April 3, 1920, that day, April 3, being the birth
day of the Founder, Daniel C. Flory.
Faculty teas were instituted in 1920.
The first college annual was published by the
class of 1922. The title "Ripples," selected from
a number of names submitted, was suggested by
Professor E. M. Starr.
The name "Eagles" was given to the athletic
teams in the fall of 1922.
May Day was celebrated for the first time in
1923, with Miss Ethel M. Thomas as May Queen
and Mr. Boyd A. Spitler as May King.
The first inter-collegiate debate for women
took place in 1925.
The "B. C. Bee" was first published in No
vember, 1925. Mr. V. L. Mathias suggested the
name for the new publication.
The first certified audit of the treasurer's ac
counts of the college was made in 1925.
The first moving picture was shown by the
college March 13, 1926.
Round dining . room tables supplanted the
long ones in the fall of 19�6.
"The Eagle," a handbook for the guidance of
new students, was published first in 1926-27.
The standard college ring was instituted by
the class of 1928.
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In 1928 tennis was made a regular intercol
legiate sport under the direction of the athletic
association.
Stanley Hall was renamed "Memorial Hall"
and was rededicated on April 3, 1928.
The college orchestra was placed on the basis
of a regular organization with a constitution in
the spring of 1930.
DEANSHIP

At the February meeting of the trustee board
in 1919, there was an attempt to create the office
of dean with Dr. A. W. Dupler, then the profes
sor of biology, filling that office; but Dr. Dupler's
resignation during the summer of 1919 left the
place vacant for the coming year. One of the
conditions upon which President. Bowman had
agreed to accept the presidency was that of cre-'i
ating the office of dean; therefore, the. board of
trustees set about to look elsewhere for a suitable
man. It was particularly fortunate for Bridge
water that Dr. William T. Sanger was at that
time considering a change of position. When it
became known that he might sever his connec
tion with the State Normal School, many attract
ive positions were open to him. That he finally
decided in favor of Bridgewater was not due to
the fact that this college was able to pay him
more than he could secure elsewhere.
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Since its creation, the office of dean has been
filled by brilliant and capable men. Following
Dr. Sanger, Dr. F. J. Wright was dean for three
years. Dr. Wright is remembered by students
particularly for the fairness of his decisions, and
for his courtesy. Professor Charles C. Wright,
who has always been admired for his common
sense judgments, followed his brother in that ·
office. He has been dean continuously since
1925, except during the session of 1928-29, when
Professor F. D. Dove ably filled that office.
FACULTY

Bridgewater has been especially fortunate in
its faculty personnel and relationships. Presi
dent Bowman suggested as one of the conditions
of his acceptance of the presidency that Dr. Flory
be made president emeritus. This was a most
happy suggestion.· Often President Bowman, .
feeling the need of the counsel of one older and
more experienced, has been able to secure such
counsel as from the lips of a father; Dr. Flory,
who always has upon his heart the welfare of
the school, has felt free to offer suggestions and
discuss the policies of the school with his asso
ciate. This harmony between the two heads of
the school is felt throughout its body.
During the years from 1919 to 1929 a number
of teachers were added to the faculty. Miss
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Bessie Arnold, much admired for her pleasant
personality, served as instructor in art for several
years. Many people still remember with pleasure
the hours in the old art studio in the White
House. Professor James A. Harman instructed
in violin during the sessions of 1916-1922 and has
resumed such instruction since 1927. During the
period of 1924-27 Miss Elizabeth Trappe had this
work in charge. Miss Mary L. Richcreek assist
ed in the voice department during 1919-20. As
professor of ancient languages, Mr. Aubrey R.
Coffman was added to the faculty in this year.
Professor Minor C. Miller, although busily en
gaged in his work as secretary of the State Sun
day School work in Virginia, has still found time
to act since 1921 as professor of religious educa
tion. Miss Annamary Dean instructed in Eng
lish, public speaking, and Latin; part of this work
being in the academy; and acted as head of the
dining room. Miss Mary M. Seebert (Mrs. E. M.
Starr) revolutionized during 1920-22 the entire
dining room system. Besides her work as dieti
tian, Miss Seebert taught home economics. Her
work during the two following sessions was ably
carried on by Miss Lucille Gnagney. Since that
time the work of the boarding department has
been efficiently administered under the super
vision of Miss Mollie E. Glick. In connection
with the dining room I cannot fail to mention
"Chef Roy." Roy's rolls and pies are remem-
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bered by many a Bridgewater student, when facts
of science are forgotten.
Profe�sor E. M. Starr, Miss Nellie M. Critzer,
and Professor VanPelt all came to the college in
1921. Miss Critzer, a versatile young woman,
stayed only two sessions; but Professors Starr
and VanPelt have remained the entire period.
Both of their departments, chemistry and biol
ogy, have grown in variety of courses; and it has
been found necessary to enlarge the quarters of
both, chemistry being moved into a room con
structed under Memorial Hall, and biology (in
the fall of 1929) to the former library room in
Founders Hall. Professor M. J. Zigler, teacher
of psychology and related subjects, is remem
bered by his students as a man of thorough schol
arship. Professor Edgar S. Kiracofe has served
in various capacities, first in 1920-21 as teacher in
the academy, along with his work as director of
physical education; and later as professor of edu
cation. During 1929-30 he was on leave of ab
sence at the University of Virginia. Miss Rachel
C. Laughlin, a little lady from Philadelphia, held
the position of associate professor of psychology
and education for the sessions of 1921-23. Pro
fessor Wallace B. Varner, for one year, was as
sistant professor of philosophy and psychology.
. Professor Nevin W. Fisher, one of the most per
fect of pianists, served very efficiently as head of,
the music department from 1922 to 1925. Mrs.
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Fisher instructed in piano some of those years.
After Professor C. C. Wright's appointment as
dean, Professor N. D. Cool was made treasurer
and business manager.
Professor Nelson T. Huffman, Miss Minnie
Mugler, and Mrs. Alice Dove, all became a part
of the Bridgewater faculty in 1925. Professor
Huffman is remembered and appreciated for his
skill as a musician and also for his spirit of good
fellowship. Professor F. D. Dove, a man of keen
mind, has been associated with the faculty since
1925 as associate professor of psychology and
Biblical literature. Miss Ada Pearl Kurtz, an
energetic and vivacious woman, acted as social
director and associate professor of history for the
years 1926-1928. She was followed by Miss Ruth
I. Cline. Prior to this time several fine women
had been at the school in various positions-so
cial director, matron, or preceptress: Mrs.. Mary
S. Barnes, Mrs. S. N. McCann, Mrs. A. B. Miller,
Mrs. Elizabeth Rothgeb, and Mrs. Dove Brower.
Miss Ruth E. Weybright, formerly instructor
in piano at Blue Ridge College, and Miss Selma
Grether, instructor in French, home economics,
and physical education, were added to the fac
ulty in the year 1927. Miss Grether was followed
in the spring of 1929 by Miss Manola F. Evers,
and in the fall of 1929 by Miss Lillian Biltcliffe.
In 1928 the following were added to the faculty:
Dr. J. M. Henry, professor of history and politi-
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cal science; J. Emmert Stover, associate profes
sor of voice and director of music; Joseph W.
Miller, associate professor of agriculture and di
rector of physical education; Mrs. Olive Dupler,
nurse and matron; and Miss Georgie Shrum, in
structor in art. Miss Olivia Cool was added to
the faculty in the fall of 1929 to assist in the
music and modern language departments. The
expression department was re-established with
Mrs. Grace B. Young in charge. During the same
year the library, which was moved from its head
quarters in Founders Hall to the basement room
of Cole Hall, was placed under the care of a full
time librarian, Miss Agnes V. Kline.
In the academy during this period, until its re
moval to Daleville, the full-time teachers were:
Professor N. D. Cool, principal; Miss Waltine
Brower; Miss Anna C. Driver, instructor in Eng
lish and history; Miss May Hooker, instructor in
French; Mr. E. S. Kiracofe, instructor in science
and physical education, and Mr. H. L. Yager,
instructor in mathematics and Latin.
I cannot fail to mention here Dr. J. D. Miller,
who has been faithfully serving as college phy
sician since 1916.
The following trustees served the college dur
ing the period under consideration:
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George S. Arnold, 1903A. C. Auvil, 1922-27
S. W. Baile, 1926-28
W.W. Bane, 1922
I. N. H. Beahm, 1913-24
E. E.Blough, 1922L. A.Bowman, 1925-28
S. I.Bowman, 1915S. J.Bowman, 1925S. L.Bowman, 1904-25
L. C. Coffman, 1925-26
W. P. Crumpacker, 1925J. A. Dove, 1925D. L. Evers, 1919Ezra Fike, 1923--Levi Garst, 1925-27
S. H. Garst, 1925D. ·T. Gochenour, 1926C. P. Harshbarger, 1921W. R. Hooker, 1917-24
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J. H. Hoover, 1919Roy M'.. Hoover, 1928J. W. Ikenberry, 1925L. N. Kinzie, 1927�
R. G. Layman, 1925Clayton B. Miller, 1926
H. G. Miller, 1906-1928
John D. Mi_ller, 1917Samuel D. Miller, 1915L. C. Moomaw, 1925J. C. Myers, 1917E. E. Neff, 1925S. P. Reed, 1925F. C. Rohrer, 1927W. H. Sanger, 1911-24
J.B. Shaffer, 1917-20
P. S. Thomas, 1919-1929
T. F. Valentine, 1928--
D. E. Miller, 1929C.B. Smith, 1929B. T. Flora, 1929-

Probably no more fitting statement can be
made concerning Mr. S. M. Bowman than that
made by Dr. Flory to the board of trustees in
June, 1919:
I have yet to chronicle the loss of a very prominent
and very valuable member of the board of trustees. Sam
uel M. Bowman, who had served on your board for some
fourteen years, died at the University of Virginia (hos
pital) in January (1919). During the years of his mem
bership on the board, he was a regular attendant at all of
its meetings, unless prevented from doing so by ill
health. He took a deep interest in all of the work of the
college. He studied its needs and its mission and tinder-
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stood what the college was doing. Imbued with the vi
sion of service that he saw through the agency of the col
lege, he left to it practically his entire fortune, estimated
to be at least $130,000.

The vision of this Christian man has made
possible a rich development of the college, not
only by the adding of the departments of agri
culture and home economics, for which he had
specifically designated his bequest, but also in
giving to the college the opportunity of acquir
ing much valuable farm property.
THE FUTURE COLLEGE CAMPUS

It was during this ten-year period that a plan
for the future development of the buildings and
grounds of the college was laid. This plan has
come into being and grown up through much
pain and patience on the part of its projectors.
In 1919 a committee of which Dr. Bowman was
chairman, on a building program for the college,
was appointed by the board of trustees. This
committee favored the employing of an architect,
and suggested as that architect Mr. Charles M.
Robinson, of Richmond. It has been very diffi
cult to awaken in the supporters of the college,
and in the college constituency in general, a de
sire for a well planned, well cared for campus.
They, mainly as rural people, had not been used
to thinking in terms of landscape architects and
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architecture. But Mr. Robinson was employed,
and he soon began to draft plans for the future
college, specifically with relationship to a new
heating plant, which was to be built at that time.
Even though the plan of the campus has been
changed twice since that time, the heating plant
still occupies the lowest point on the enlarging
campus. At first the plan was that the college
and academy be on the same campus, the former
on one side of College Street, the latter on the
other. At that time the call!pus was much re
stricted and even broken into by private property.
From time to time, as opportunity offered, this
property was bought and the campus extended in
all directions, thus securing its opportunities for
future development.
Upon the union of Bridgewater and Daleville,
Mr. H. M. Miller, of Roanoke, succeeded Mr.
Robinson as architect. The plan of the campus
was then altered. A final and complete plan as to
grounds, walks, shrubbery, and buildings came
about through contacts made with the extension
department of Virginia Polytechnic Institute. By
virtue of the fact that Bridgewater had co-oper
ated in earlier years with that school in its farm
ers' institute work, Mr. John R. Hutchinson, head
of the extension department, secured the services
of Mr. A. H. Reid, professor of landscape archi
tecture, who came to Bridgewater, surveyed the
grounds, and laid out the beautiful plans which
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have been adopted by the college. All of this was
done in the spirit of institutional fraternity.
There was no charge. Not even traveling ex
penses were accepted.
In accordance with the plan of campus de
velopment, Stanley Hall, now Memorial Hall,
was moved in line with the other buildings and
remodeled, and the recent buildings, the dining
hall and Cole Hall, were located on the east side.
It is probably true that no building on the cam
pus is dearer to the hearts of the alumni than Me
morial Hall. It was with this feeling that Pres
ident Bowman suggested to the board of trustees
that this building be made a repository for the
memorials of the college. Upon this suggestion a
committee on memorials was appointed. This
committee has already placed in this hall four
oil paintings and a bronze tablet. The bronze
tablet, on the left wall of the entrance way, has
inscribed upon it the names of the first board of
trustees of the college. The first portrait to be
hung was that of the founder of the institution,
1Elder D. C. Flory. The portrait of Dr. W. B.
Yount was presented to the college (1929) by
eighteen friends and former students, as a tribute
of friendship. Two other paintings, one a por
trait of Mr. D. N. Eller and the other that of the
building in which the school was begun at Spring
Creek, also hang on the walls of this building.
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Since the new buildings on the campus will
be discussed elsewhere, I wish to mention them
only briefly here. The new dining hall is a beau
tiful and commodious building, with dormitory
accommodations for about thirty young women.
The dining room itself is one of the most beauti
ful of college dining rooms to be found anywhere.
It was first opened for use in September, 1929.
Cole Hall, a building costing about $65,000,
shows fineness of material and workmanship in
every detail. This building provides an audi
torium, with a seating capacity of seven hundred,
and furnishes temporary library facilities in the
basement. The ground was broken for this build
ing at the commencement of 1929.
None of us will live to see the complete ful
fillment of this vision of the campus to be, for it
looks a hundred or more years ahead; but a
dream with such a tangible beginning as this is
not one to be cast lightly aside, but one to be
cherished for the hope and achievement of the
years to come.
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History of Daleville College, 1890-1924
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CHAPTER VI

THE FOUNDERS AND EARLY HISTORY
ByJ.M.HENRY
In the summer of 1890 at the solicitation of B. F.
rNininger and George G. Layman, Prof. I. N. H. Beahm
agreed to leave the Magic City of Roanoke, Virginia, then
· at its high water mark of booming, to teach a select
school at Daleville, Virginia. The pupils of Daleville
Select School made such diligent application and satis
factory progress that during the summer 1891 a special
building was erected to supply pressing demands for a
larger school. Thus the Botetourt Normal was ushered
into existence-opening its work October 15, 1891---to
enter upon its mission of human good.

T

HE above quoted paragraph is copied from
the first catalog of Botetourt Normal. Ref
erence is made to a "select school"-a private
school conducted for the education of the chil
dren of two families, namely, those of Benjamin
Franklin Nininger and George G. Layman. This
private school opened in the fall of 1890 in a
small house, but was later moved to the home of
B. F. Nininger; and then, in the second part of
the year, to the Layman home.
BENJAMIN F. NININGER

No man had more to do with the founding of
the Daleville school than B. F. Nininger. The
writer of these sketches would be delighted to
write many pages about the work and noble life
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of this great and good man, but limited space will
preclude a long account. In fact, it is not, after
all, so much a question of words as ability of the
writer to fully evaluate the work and life of Ben
jamin Franklin Nininger, a quiet, refined, and
Christian gentleman. Who can measure the in
fluence of such a noble man?
Benjamin F. Nininger possessed more than
ordinary ability. He was a man of vision, keen
judgment, sound principles of thinking; and was
deeply pious. His thoughts were noble, acts
kind, sympathies broad, love pure; and a man of
character and strength. Many people never un
derstood him fully, and few realized his real
worth as a citizen. His reticence and quiet man
ner of life, sometimes misunderstood, were points
of strength. The writer learned to know him
first as a student, then as a teacher, and also as an
associate on the board of trustees, but best of all
as a neighbor. It was my good fortune to live
close by his home. Our informal chats in the
garden, or at eventide, gave one an opportunity
in some small degree to really know him. Then
those helpful words to the young married couple,
sometimes to the discouraged teacher, those acts
of kindness and generosity about which the world
knew so little, yet almost daily occurrences in the
life of Benjamin Nininger, cannot be forgotten.
Peter Nininger, the father of Benjamin, was a
remarkable man for his day. He was a good bus-
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iness man, a minister of ability, and a public
minded citizen who had great influence in his
county and state. He was born in 1804 and died
in 1890, the same year the "select school" was
started at Daleville. He married Lydia Gish,
who was born in 1806 and died in 1895. Prof. I.
N. H. Beahm made his home in the Peter Ninin
ger home the first year of the school. To the
union of Peter and Lydia Gish Nininger were
born seven sons and three daughters: Caleb,
William, Jacob, Edward, Nathan, Christian, and
Benjamin. They all became successful business
men and prominent in financial circles of their
day.
Sara and Eliza married brothers-David and
Lewis Huff. Lulu became the wife of Theodore
C. Denton. Benjamin was born January 26,
1848. He was baptized in 1890, when his beloved
daughter, Flora Mae, then sixteen years old,
came to the church. The baptism took place in
the pool on T. C. Denton's farm.
Benjamin F. Nininger was united in marriage
to Ann Maria Denton February 25, 1869. A kind
Heavenly Father pilgrimaged this devoted couple
through fifty years of happy married life. They
celebrated their golden anniversary in 1919, six
months before the passing of the beloved wife on
August 12, 1919.
The home life of B. F. and Ann Maria Ninin
ger was beautiful in love and sublime in devotion.
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Their union was blessed with three sons: Elmer,
Edgar D., and Robert P.; and six daughters:
LaBirda, Flora Mae, Bennie, Estelle, Mary, and
Gladys.
Benjamin F. Nininger was a pioneer in the
orchard industry. He planted his peach orchard
the same year that John C. Moomaw began his
career as an orchardist. These men pioneered in
that industry, which has brought so much wealth
to Botetourt County. The Nininger orchards at
Daleville, among the best in the South, were
planted in 1872 by B. F. Nininger, whose keen in
sight saw the possibilities of the industry when
others were doubtful. The passing years have
proved the wisdom of the adventure.
The business principles on which B. F. Ninin
ger conducted his entire business career were
lofty and noble. His motto was: "Make a friend
but never lose a friend." He was kind to his lab
orers. Only once can it be recalled that he ever
spoke a bad word. While hitching up a horse
one day, under a quick impulse, he said a rough
word to the horse, but immediately apologized to
his sons lest a wrong impression should be le£t.
A life like that is born of noble character and true
manhood.
Benjamin F. Nininger was a very generous
man with his material possessions, but his policy
was to have as little said about his gifts as pos
sible. None but the Eternal God will ever know
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the extent of his gifts. No attempt is made here
to record any gifts except the ones found in the
minutes of the board of trustees. B. F. Nininger
and T. C. Denton donated the first books for the
library. On April 18, 1900, these two men paid
off a debt on the school amounting to $2,564.25,
and a vote of thanks was extended to them by the
board. On January 9, 1903, the men's dormitory
burned, and at a call meeting of the board, the
generosity of Brethren Nininger and Denton was
again manifested. B. F. Nininger was made
chairman of the building committee.
The minutes of June 24, 1912, record that B.
F. Nininger and T. C. Denton donated and paid
out $1,631.58 for improvement on' the executive
home and heating plant, and thus these gifts con
tinued. It is hard to see how Daleville College
could have existed if it had not been for the gen
erosity of B. F. Nininger and his close colaborer,
T. C. Denton.
FLORA MAE NININGER ·

There is one other person whose work and
spirit had much to do with the early days of
Botetourt Normal. This record would be incom
plete if the noble acts and deeds of that sainted
young woman, Flora Mae Nininger, were omit
ted. In those trying hours, when other hearts
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were faint and discouraged,, her faith and courage
gave new life and vision.
No person ever meant more to the life of the
young people of her community than Flora Mae.
She was a born leader, endowed with charming
personality, musical talent, and became the first
music teacher of the school at Daleville. She
loved her work and literally gave her young and
noble life for the cause of Christian education.
The young people loved and followed her leader
ship. She had the rare genius of seeing the good,
the true, and the beautiful in all things. It was
due to her faith and vision that the Botetourt
Memorial Missionary Society was organized.
Her example set the pace for the missionary
spirit which has dominated the life of so many
young people in our colleges.
Flora Mae Nininger was born May 7, 1874.
She united with the church at the age of sixteen
and graduated from Botetourt Normal in the
year 1893. The three graduates that year were
Flora Mae Nininger, Frank M. Stutsman, and
Anna Layman-the first graduating class com
pleting the ,English Scientific Course. Flora Mae
was appointed teacher of music and elocution in
the spring of 1893 and held that position until her
death on September 9, 1896. Her work is remem
bered and talked about by all who knew her. She
completed only twenty-two years of her earthly
pilgrimage, but she lived such a .grand life in that
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short space that she lived many years longer
than most people, if her life is to be measured in
deeds of love and service.
Thus Benjamin Franklin Nininger, noble,
Christian gentleman, and his beloved and saint
ed daughter, Flora Mae, builded better than they
knew. Their labors are over, but their good
works do follow after them.
THEODORE C. DENTON

When the news was spread abroad on Sunday
evening, January 18, 1914, that the chairman of
the board of trustees of Daleville College, since
its beginning, had passed into Eternity a pall of
gloom fell over the community. Theodore C.
Denton, son of Robert and Ann Moomaw Den
ton, was born October 11, 1848, and passed to his
reward after sixty-six years of useful life. His
father, Robert Denton, was a carpenter by trade.
Robert built the old Valley Church near Dale
ville, which housed the strongest Dunker congre
gation in the South in the days of B. F. Moomaw,
Peter Nininger, David Plain, John C. Moomaw,
and Jonas Graybill. The carpenter-Robert
Denton-lived just across the road from the old
· Valley Church. He married Ann Moomaw, of
the famous Benjamin Moomaw family. To this
union were born one son and two daughters.
It should be recorded to the everlasting credit
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of Robert and Ann Denton that they were the
parents of three children who became the real
founders of higher education at Daleville. Ann
Maria Denton married B. F. Nininger, and her
name should be placed on the honor roll of the
founders. She possessed unusual ability and
keen power as a wise counselor. The first ses
sion began in her home, and Ann Maria Nininger
had a large part in the plans and success of her
husband.
Albina Denton was the first-born of Robert
and Ann Denton. She was born January 25,
1846. She married George G. Layman, and had
much to do with the establishment of the school
at Daleville. The second half of the first session
of the "select school" in 1890 was held over her
kitchen.
Theodore, the only son, was the second child.
He became a successful farmer, fruit-grower, can
ner, and banker, and as a result of his thrifty
habits of life he became a man of large means;
but with all of his business success T. C. Denton
was always conscious of his stewardship.
He was baptized in 1874 at the age of twenty
six. Eight years later he was elected deacon, and
was called to the ministry in 1884; then advanced
to second degree in 1887. In 1898 he was or
dained to the eldership and served faithfully in ali
of these offices. He was not a fluent speaker, but
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his sermons were carefully prepared and had
great influence on his hearers.
He married Lula C. Nininger November 20,
1870, at the home of her father, Peter Nininger.
This union was not blessed with any children, but
at all times this devoted couple showed great in
terest in children. His love for children and for
the young people was shown in his gifts to and
interest in education. He was one of the most
loyal supporters of Daleville College.
His parental care and advice to the youth,
his love and devotion to Christian education, are
monuments more noble than mute statues of
bronze or granite. His generous gift of endow
ment is a living testimony of the love he had for
the church and school.
On April 10, 1914, the board of trustees met
in sadness. It was the first time in seventeen
years that their beloved chairman, Elder Theo
dore C. Denton, was not in his accustomed place.
He had finished his earthly pilgrimage. His
chair was vacant, but this great and good man
had not forgotten his stewardship. Amid a pro
found silence with bowed heads the board lis
tened to his last will and testament, a portion of
which reads as follows:
Next in order of distribution, I will give and bequeath
$25,000 to the Botetourt Normal College as an endow
ment fund to be secured by first mortgage on real estate
not over one half the value thereof, inter,est to be paid an-
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nually, to be used in running the school and keeping up
the buildings, this on condition that the property is not to
be mortgaged, trustees to be at least four-fifths members
of the Brethren Church, the faculty also to have a large
majority of Brethren in it, and the school to be run strict
ly in keeping with the rulings of the Brethren's General
Con£erence.
If there remains sufficient funds after aforesaid distri
bution, I will five thousand dollars to the Botetourt
Brethren Church as an endowment fund secured by first
mortgage on real estate not over one-half of the value
thereof, the interest to be paid annually at the discretion
of the church for missionary purposes at home or abroad.
Should there be any funds left after aforesaid distribution
in their order or should Mrs. Denton not dispose of all
the funds left her (however she may dispose of all of
them at her will) the same balance of funds shall go to
above school and church funds in same proportion as
above gifts. Provided the school does not comply with
the foregoing requirements the said amount left her may
go to the church as provided before. Provided aforesaid
conditions_ are complied with on the part of the school, I
herein authorize the cancellation of my note against the
property and trustees and secured by mortgage to be can
celled, $3,600.

In codicil number one the testator says, "By
Brethren Church, as it occurs in the body of this
will, I mean the church later known as the Bote
tourt Church of the Brethren."
In codicil number two, the testator says,
"When I speak of Botetourt Normal College, I
mean what is successor now, Daleville College;
where reference is made to Botetourt Church I
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mean what is now the three divisions of the old
Botetourt Church of the Brethren. After the
gifts stated in the body of said will before the
balance is placed in the hands of the trustees of
said college as endowment, the interest of which
is to be used in running college."
Codicil number three: "I hereby authorize
my executor to change the clause referring to se
curing college funds. Sell no bank stock at the
time, put a value on it, and use it in the appropri
ation of College funds as far as needed, stock is
secure, convenient to handle. Collect semi-an
nual diyidends, if expedient might sell later if can
secure the funds all right."
The members of the board sat in silence and
meditated. A good man was gone. His love re
mained a living testimony of his faith. Then in
deep reverence the board prepared the following
resolution:
Inasmuch as Daleville College has been remembered
by bequest in the will of T. C. Denton, which will sets
apart $25,000 or more as an endowment fund for said col
lege, based upon certain conditions and guarded by cer
tain restrictions, all ·of which are set forth in the body of
said will: Therefore, be it resolved by the Board of
Trustees of Daleville College in session assembled with
full quorum of members present, that the fund or funds
so bequeathed to Daleville College by the said T. C. Den
ton, in his last will and testament, are hereby in good
faith accepted together with the conditions · and restric
tions governing said bequest.
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Signed by order of the Board of Trustees of Daleville
College this the 10th day of April, 1914.
G. W. LAYMAN, Acting President.
D. N. ELLER, Secretary.

It was further moved that the last check
signed by Elder T. C. Denton, with other papers,
�e framed and preserved to his memory. It was
also decided that a picture of Elder Denton be
framed and placed in the college hall.
The resolutions of respect were adopted as a
part of the official record of the college, as fol
lows:
Inasmuch as it has been the pleasure of Almighty
God to take unto Himself our beloved Brother and Elder,
T. C. Denton, thus leaving us, his colabor�rs in the faith,
to carry forward the responsibilities he so courageously
bore in the church, and in the interest of higher educa
tion, that the kingdom of God might hold the scepter of
power over all other institutions. Therefore be it re
solved:
First, That we humbly bow to the will of the Eternal
Father, believing that our Brother is enjoying the promo
tion his stewardship here has so richly prepared for.
Second, That we tender Sister Denton the comfort of
our hearts in sympathy, praying God always to keep her
in His sweet fellowship and love, and grant unto her in
His own time a glorious reunion with her husband in the
glory world.
Third, That we pledge ourselves to carry forward the
responsibilities he has so graciously bestowed upon us to
the very best of our ability, that his faith, hope, and love
for Daleville College, and the education of youth both
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present and future, may be made still larger accomplish
ments for good in the world.
Fourth, That we acknowledge receipt of his liberal be
quest as an invitation for us to imitate, and faithfully
seek to build still larger, that the institution he so much
loved might be made secure in its financial and spiritual
support, so it may become a still greater power for the
elevation of civilization, and the purifying ·of Christianity,
and the enlargement of the Church of the Brethren.
Committee: T. S. MO HERMAN

D. N.ELLER

The earthly labors of T. C. Denton were
finished. One of the best friends of Daleville
College was gone, but his good deeds and his
kind words will continue to be cherished, so that
it may truly be said: "He being dead, yet liveth."
GEORGE LAYMAN

Among the list of founders of Botetourt
Normal, later Daleville College, the name of
George Layman should find a prominent place.
He was not on any board of trustees, but it was
due to his patronage that the "select school" was
started with his family and the children of Ben
jamin F. Nininger. This school opened in Sep
tember, 1890, in a small one-story house across
the road from the present administration build
ing. Before the winter months set in the school
was moved. The teacher, Professor I. N. H.
Beahm, and twelve pupils, namely, Elmer, Flora,
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LaBirda, Edgar, Bennie, and Estelle Nininger, of
the B. F. Nininger family, and Theodore, Anna,
Willie, Minnie, George, Jr., and Ira D. Layman,
sons and daughters of George Layman, were
given quarters in the large upper room over the
dining room and kitchen of B. F. Nininger. The
second part of the session was held in the rooms
over the kitchen and dining room of George Lay
man. Thus was the humble beginning of Dale
ville College.
It has been stated already that George Lay
man was not on any board, yet he had much to do
with the founding of the school.
The father of George Layman was also named
George. The first George was born June 18,
1798, and died March 16, 1880. He married Polly
Gish, who was born November 18, 1802, and died
two years before her husband. George and Polly
Gish Layman lived on a farm and raised a family
of six children. Priscilla, the oldest daughter,
married Thomas Gross; and Mary, a twin sister
of Joseph, married Nathan Nininger, son of Eld
er Peter Nininger. There were four boys, Lewis,
Jacob, George, Jr., and Joseph.
George Layman, Sr., suffered various losses
during the Civil War. A squad of soldiers came
and took off all of his corn, but while they were
gone George put his two horses in the smoke
house and locked the door. He lost all of his
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flour and wheat except one barrel of flour hid
away in a brick wall in the cellar.
George, Jr., Daleville patron, was born May
30, 1842. He married Albina Denton on May
10, 1866, at the home of the bride's father, Robert
Denton. George, Jr., was tall and slender. He
had a melodious voice, and was the song leader
at the Valley Church for many years, where he
served faithfully as a deacon. The last work he
did before his death was to fix up the walk of the
new church. A few months later his funeral was
conducted in the same building.
To the union of George and Albina Denton
Layman were born eight sons and three daugh
ters. Albert and Emery Thomas died early in
life. The other sons, Jerry Theodore, William
R., George A., Ira D., Russell, and Cedric, all at
tended the school at Daleville, as well as the
daughters: Anna, wife of Charles Huff; Minnie,
wife of Prof. Charles Ikenberry; and Gertrude,
wife of Clifton Howell. The sons and daughters
have walked worthily in the footsteps of their
parents.
MICHAEL GRAYBILL

Michael Graybill was a near neighbor to
George Layman. Michael was a remarkable man
in many respects. His ancestors came from Ger
many and followed the tide of migration from
Pennsylvania to the south and settled in Bote-
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tourt County, Virginia. Michael was the son of
Solomon Graybill, born January 6, 1774. Sol
omon married Katherine Kline, daughter of
Philip Kline, whose father, Elder George Kline,
came from Germany to Philadelphia in 1738.
Elder George Kline had charge of Oley congre
gation in Pennsylvania, which was founded by
Peter Becker in 1732. His sons, Peter and Dan
iel, remained there while the others moved south.
Michael was born in 1815, the year Napoleon was
overthrown at the battle of Waterloo. He mar
ried Mary Obenchain, born June 25, 1815, in
Botetourt County. He was a large land owner
and a very successful business man. He took an
active part in the founding of the school at Dale
ville, and although he was seventy-five years old
he was put on the first board of trustees. He
never lost interest in education. He died at the
ripe age of ninety, with every good wish for the
growing institution he had helped to found.
In 1891 he wrote the following testimonial:
"I have noticed the management of the Botetourt
Normal, the deportment of the faculty and pupils
and commencement exercise, and have been very
favorably impressed with all. I heartily recom
mend the same to any and all who have youth to
educate." This was written at the age of seven
ty-six, and shows the spirit of the man.
His sons and daughters gained prominence in
private and public life. Cline became a doctor;
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Sue married Judge Simmons; and Ellen married
Dr. Simmons, a younger brother of Judge Sim
mons. Mary became the wife of the well known
business man, Baxter Logan, of Salem, Va.; and
Alice married into the Berlinger family. An
thony went as a missionary to Mexico; James
died in Civil War service at Gettysburg; and
William became a teacher in the National Busi
ness College of Roanoke.
The children of Michael Graybill had finished
their education before Daleville was founded, but
his grandchildren, Percy and Grace Graybill, as
well as William, son of Judge Simmons, attended
the school at Daleville. They have made records
worthy of their great and good grandfather, who
was a cultured Christian man with broad vision
and keen judgment. Daleville was fortunate in
having a man of such influence as one of its
founders.
SAMUEL SHAVER

In a book containing a list of thirty thousand
names of Dutch, French, Swiss, and German im
migrants, who landed in Philadelphia between
1727 and 1776, will be found ( on page 135) the
name of Casper Shaver, who landed September
3, 1739. It is assumed that he was the father of
George Shaver, who settled in Frederick County,.
Maryland, and Nicholas Shaver, who settled on
Linville Creek, Rockingham County, Virginia.
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Nicholas was a typical German from the Pal
atinate, but soon after settling in Virginia he
married an English lady by the name of Madalen
Grosvenor. The marriage took place on N9vem
ber 23, 1763. To this union were born seven
daughters and five sons. The first daughter,
Elizabeth, was born December 3, 1764, and the·
last child, Mary, was born January 28, 1791.
George, the second son and eighth child, was
born January 25, 1782. At the age of twenty
three he married Hannah Sites, December 20,
1805.

George and Hannah Sites Shaver had ten
children, Margaret, Hannah, Catherine, Levi,
Mary, Peter, Ephraim, Henry, John, and George.
Levi, the first son, was born May 7, 1808, on Lin
ville Creek. At the age of twenty-nine (June 2,
1837), he married Polly Carpenter. They pur
chased a farm south of Harrisonburg, where they
spent the remainder of their days. Their son,
Samuel, subject of this sketch, was born March
14, 1841. Samuel united with the church during
tll;e Civil War. His father was a Presbyterian
and his mother a German Reformed, but she later
united with the German Baptist Brethren (Dunk
ers). In the year 1865 Samuel met Mary Gish,
of Botetourt County. A little later he visited his
uncle, Peter Shaver, who lived at Trinity, and
met Mary a second time. In 1866 he claimed her
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as his bride and purchased a farm near Troutville,
where they spent the remainder of their lives.
Samuel Shaver served in the office of deacon
for forty years. He was a liberal giver, a devout
man, and faithful to his duty. He was progres
sive in his ideas and took an active part in pro
moting education. He was a member of the first
trustee board of Daleville College, and served in
that capacity until his death. He not only be
lieved in education, but educated at his own ex
pense some young men who became splendid
preachers and workers in the church.
To the union of Samuel and Mary Gish
Shaver were born six sons, John, Aldine, David,
Paul, Herman, and Frank; and two daughters,
Elizabeth and Sue.
Samuel Shaver died at his home near Trout
ville. The funeral services were conducted by
Elder T. C. Denton, chairman of Daleville Col
lege trustee board.
LEVI D. IKENBERRY

Levi Daniel Ikenberry was given his middle
name of Daniel after his maternal great-grand
father, Daniel Barnhart, of Roanoke County.
The father of Daniel Barnhart came from Ger
many and migrated to Virginia. Daniel was the
father of a large family. He was a very able
minister and church leader in his day. The
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Brethren annual meeting was held in his barn in
1845. Fannie Barnhart married John Gross.
They were the writer's grandparents. Nancy
married Patterson Coon, and Susan married John
Hirt, a native of Germany. The sons of Daniel
Barnhart moved ·west at an early day.
Catherine Hirt was born 1845 in Roanoke
County. In 1865 she was married to Henry Iken
berry, born 1843, son of Samuel and Lydia Flora
Ikenberry, both of Franklin County. They
united with the church at an early age. Henry
Ikenberry served faithfully for many years as
minister and elder in the Church of the Brethren.
Levi was born October 1, 1866, on a farm near
the old Brick Church, in Franklin County, where
he attended church in his boyhood days. He at
tended public schools and then in 1888 entered
Bridgewater College, where he spent two years.
His first connection with Botetourt Normal was
in the capacity of teacher during the year 189293. The next year he attended McPherson Col
lege. In 1897 he graduated with the A. B. de
gree from the University of Kansas. He then
returned to Daleville as teacher, and was pres
ident for the next three sessions. The degree of
A. M. was conferred upon him by Ohio Northern
University in 1900.
In the fall of 1900 Professor Ikenberry took
the chair of mathematics and astronomy in Man
chester College and held that position for nine-
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teen years. He attended Columbia University in
the summer of 1912. _ In the year 1918, after a
long and successful career as teacher, Manchester
College conferred upon him the degree of LL.D.
He has been vice-president of Manchester Col..,
lege since 1918. Since 1919 he has been teaching
general science.
The financial success of Manchester College
has been due in large measure to the keen busi
ness judgment of L. D. Ikenberry. He has been
treasurer of the college since 1901-a continuous
service of twenty-nine years. He is a man of
strong character and personality. He united
with the church (1886) at the age of twenty, and
in 1891 was called to the ministry. In June, 1894,
he married Elizabeth Bucher, of Pennsylvania,
whom he met as a student at Botetourt Normal.
Two daughters, Anna Kathryn and Flora Marie,
were born to this union.
Dr. Ikenberry served on the first board of
trustees of Botetourt Normal College. 'The first
recorded minutes of the school were dated Sep
tember 25, 1897. The meeting of that date was
preceded by a called meeting, at which time trus
tees were elected as follows: T. C. Denton, presi
dent; D. N. Eller, secretary and treasurer; Mich
ael Graybill, Samuel L. Shaver, B. F. Nininger,
John A. Dove, and Levi D. Ikenberry. The last
named was also president of the college at that
time.
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The life and work of D. Newton Eller are pre
sented in Chapter VII, and a sketch of John A.
Dove appears in Chapter XI.

CHAPTER VII

THE PRESIDENCY OF
D. NEWTON ELLER
1893-1911

D

By N. A. SEESE

N. ELLER, whose administration as presi
dent of Daleville College this chapter will
discuss, was born November 16, 1862, near
Salem, Roanoke County, Virginia. He was the
eldest son of John W. and Leah Eller. His child
hood days were spent on the farm, as his father
belonged to that sturdy farmer class which has
made this section of Virginia famous. In his
early years he exhibited an unusual interest in
books and school work. The public school sys
tem of Virginia at that time was very poorly de
veloped, and only those who had a special fond
ness for learning went very far in school. While
yet a mere boy his interest turned toward educa
tion as a field of endeavor. When only seventeen
he began teaching in the public schools of his
native county.
This teaching served two purposes for him_.
First, it gave him experience in the field in which
he was afterwards to play a conspicuous part;
and, second, it enabled him to earn money with
which to continue his preparation and assume
larger responsibilities in his chosen field of
service.

184

BRIDGEWATER-DALEVILLE

At the age of seventeen, that critical age in
the life of every youth, he made the good choice
and united with the Church of the Brethren. He
became a member of the old Peters Creek congre
gation, which has since been divided into several
congregations.
When Brother Eller was of high school age,
Virginia did not have a system of public high
schools; consequently, the youth who had ambi
tions to go beyond the grades had to seek an
opportunity in some private school. Brother
Eller chose the young aspiring school w_hich has
grown into Bridgewater College, as the place to
further his education. He entered that institu
tion in 1883, just three years after its founding.
This shows that he belonged to that small but
forward looking group of pioneers who believed
in Christian education long before the church at
large had come fully to appreciate it. He re
mained in Bridgewater College for four years and
graduated in the Normal English course. It was
here that he became intimately associated with
I. N. H. Beahm, who was afterwards instrumen
�al in getting him connected with Daleville.
The Brethren Church at that time was some
what suspicious of the college-trained man, but
Brother E
, ller exhibited such a fine Christian
spirit as to allay all suspicion, and this resulted
in his election to the ministry soon after his grad
uation. He answered this call and gave many
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years of devoted service to the Christian minis
try, though education was his chief field of serv
ice. The year following his call to the ministry
he was married to Sister Alice Graybill, a daugh
ter of Elder Jonas Graybill, of sacred memory.
They reared a family of six children, some of
whom the writer has learned to know, and by
knowing them, is convinced that the Eller home
was founded on the highest Christian ideals.
In 1890 Brother Eller and family moved to
Warrensburg, Missouri, along with the tide of
emigration which was moving in that direction
at that time. While there they received the invi
tation from I. N. H. Beahm to come and join the
staff of the newly launched school which later
grew into Daleville College, and which Brother
Eller served as principal, vice-president, and pres
ident for eighteen years. All the educational in
stitutions of the Brethren Church that have had
any extended history had great souls connected
with them who gave unstintingly of their best
services that the project might succeed and bless
the young men and women who came within
their walls. D. N. Eller was one of those men.
His service flowed from pure motives, from the
love of a cause which to him had divine sanction.
His work at Daleville was not an ordinary voca
tion, it was an answer to a higher call.
In the year 1897 the first board of trustees of
Botetourt Normal College was appointed. Prior
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to this time the school had been managed by the
principal and his staff in conjunction with the
patrons who lived near the school. The first
board was composed of men who were vitally in
terested in the school. All were connected with
the school as patrons, financial supporters, or as
members of the faculty. They were T. C. Den
ton, president; D. N. Eller, secretary and treas
urer; B. F. Nininger; M. Graybill; S. L. Shaver;
J. A. Dove; L. D. Ikenberry. The first minutes
recorded of the transactions of this board are
dated September 25, 1897. D. N. Eller had been
appointed as principal of the school some time
previous, but no record seems to have been made
of his appointment.
In accepting appointment on the board these
men assumed heavy responsibilities, because the
institution as it materialized in after years ex'
isted then only in men's dreams and visions.
They undertook the arduous task of making
those dreams and visions take concrete form.
The task was made more difficult because few
people had a vision of the future school or felt a
need for it.
At the first meeting of the board an executive
committee was appointed. D. N. Eller, along
with T. C. Denton and B. F. Ninninger, consti
tuted the membership of this committee. They
were re-elected for a number of years, which fact
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shows that they gave excellent service in this
capacity.
One of the first items of business transacted
by the board of trustees was an arrangement to
meet the financial deficit of the school. This
crisis was met by giving a mortgage on the prop
erty to cover the shortage.
From the time the institution assumed some
element of permanency until the close of Presi
dent Eller's administration, the school was con
tinually confronted with the difficult problem of
increasing the physical plant to meet the increas
ing demands arising from growth of the student
body and development of the academic phase of
the work.
The first important project which was under
taken after President Eller assumed office, to in
crease the physical equipment of the school, was
the erecting of a central building. Work was
begun in the autumn of 1897 and finished during
the early months of 1898. A minute of the board
meeting dated January 6, 1898, says, "Building
Committee reports as follows on the erection of
Central Building:
Mortgage to C. G. Nininger ..........$2,200.00
Paid by T. C. Denton................ 946.69
Paid by B. F. Nininger ............... 1,357.21
35.25
Paid by D. N. Eller..................
Estimate of unfinished work..........
25.00
Outstanding accounts ............... 364.65
Total cost of Building...... . . . . . . .... 4,564.65
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Following this report, B. F. Nininger was
extended a vote of thanks for the valuable serv
ices he gave in supervising the construction of
the building. This is all he would receive for the
time and effort he gave to the work. The plan
of the building was an exact duplication of the
wooden structure which I. N. H. Beahm had built
in 1891. The first floor of this building was used
for recitation rooms and the second for girls' dor
mitory rooms.
On the afternoon of January 9, 1903, fire in
flicted the first calamity on the physical equip
ment of the school. Botetourt Normal Building,
the wooden structure built in 1891, was burned to
the ground. This was being used as a dormitory
for boys. Its burning, therefore, left them with
out living quarters.
Thirty-three boys were living in the building.
Other places within reach of the school had to be
found immediately, or else the boys would be
compelled to return to their homes. At this point
the community came to the aid of the boys and of
the school and provided ample lodging facilities.
The boys were then able to pursue their school
work without interruption. This saved the stu
dents for the school and prevented them from
loss of time in school.
The loss of this building necessitated a called
meeting of the board of trustees on January 10,
1903. The insurance agent was notified. Also a
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committee was appointed to canvass for funds
for a new dormitory for boys. The committee
was composed of J. A. Dove, S. L. Shaver,
and G. W. Layman. Nearly the entire amount
needed for the building was raised that day in
the board meeting. On March 14th the board of
trustees had another meeting at which time it
was decided to continue the canvass to a wider
circle of people, and plans were worked out for
the new building.
A minute of a board of trustees meeting dated
March 21, 1903, reads as follows: "A new dor
mitory, 35 by 72 feet, three stories high, contain
ing chapel and living rooms and heated with
steam was decided upon. The building commit
tee was composed of B. F. Nininger, T. C. Den
ton, J. W. Ikenberry, and C. S. Ikenberry."
February 20, 1904, the board had a meeting at
which time the building committee reported that
Denton Hall, the new boys' dormitory, was al
most completed, and that the soliciting for the
building was not quite finished. The board was
confronted with financial difficulty, and as a re
sult they borrowed $3,600.00 and gave a deed of
trust to secure the same. At this time a vote of
thanks was again tendered B. F. Nininger for his
excellent service in supervising the construction
of the building. The latter was dedicated and
ready for use the following session.
The institution now had two substantial brick
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buildings. Even though the school had sustained
a loss by the fire, it had gained in the end, because
that calamity became a challenge for a larger con
secration of means to Christian education which
was gradually winning the support of a larger
constituency.
No doubt President Eller and the board of
trustees felt at this time that the building prob
lem would not confront them again for some
years to come. But a growing institution makes
constant demands, so that one project for increas
ing its capacity is scarcely completed before an
other need is imperative. It was only five years
after the completion of this building when the
need of a girls' dormitory compelled action on
the part of the trustees. Again the paramount
question was how to secure funds with which to
build.
In January, 1909, Elder J. G. Royer was as
sisting in a Bible Institute at Daleville. He was
a man of wide experience in school work. So the
board took their problem to him for advice. Bro
ther Royer gladly gave them the advantage of his
experience. It is said that during one sleepless
night he worked out the plan by which Nininger
Memorial Hall for ladies was secured. He re
ported his plan to the board and it met with their
approval. A horse and buggy were furnished for
him and he made the canvass for funds. In a few
days the goal. of $10,000.00 was reached. Also
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additional ground had been provided on which
to locate the dormitory.
The plans provided for a two-story building,
36 feet by 63, with a basement and sun porches
extending the full length of the building on the
south side for both floors. The following sum
mer the building was erected, and from that time
the ladies of Daleville College were housed in
comfortable and attractive quarters. With the
completion of this structure the building program
of President ,Eller's term ended.
It would not be fair to all concerned to leave
the impression that President Eller was alone re
sponsible for the extensive building program
which has just been described, but he was one of
the few leading men who made the program a
reality. He gave himself in devoted service to
this phase of the institution's development just as
he did to all its other interests.
During President Eller's term the endowment
movement was launched. No large gifts were
made to this fund during his administration.
The work done then was mostly a seed-growing
task. The people of the Brethren Church at that
time did not understand the meaning of nor the
necessity for endowment. But at least the plan
was set in motion and some donations secured.
It ripened into a more effective movement in
later years.
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DEVELOPMENT OF THE ACADEMIC WORK

No other phase of the history of Daleville
during President Eller's administration reveals
more clearly the progressive spirit of the school
and its advancing standards than does the
growth and development of the curricula. The
curricula of any institution should hold central
place in all arrangements and plans for the insti
tution. The school cannot make real progress
unless this phase of its work is progressive also.
It cannot enlarge its scope to meet increasing de
mands unless the courses of study are readjusted
from time to time. The important work of teach
ing can answer fully its highest call only when
the program of studies is adapted to the academic
and social demands which are made on the
school. The curricula of Daleville were modified,
added to, subtracted from, and reorganized dur
ing the period under consideration in order to
meet the varied and changing demands on the
institution.
When D. N. Eller assumed the principalship
of the school in 1893 two main curricula or
courses of study were offered, namely, the Teach
ers Course and the English-Scientific Course.
The Teachers Course was intended to prepare
for their work those who had in mind teaching in
the grades as a profession. This course filled an
imperative need in the Virginia school system at
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that time because the state had not yet provided
an adequate system of normal schools or teachers
colleges. The subjects which composed this cur
riculum were selected and organized to meet a
real need. It required two sessions of nine
months each to complete the work of this course.
The subjects in this course were: arithmetic, al
gebra, grammar, Latin, U. S. history, elocution,
general history, physiology, plane geometry,
mental arithmetic, rhetoric, psychology, physics,
drawing, English literature, astronomy, physical
geography, letter writing, civil government, and
didactics. Most of the classes did not run for the
entire year. Several of them continued for only
one term of twelve weeks. In this way it was
possible to complete this number of subjects in
two sessions.
While this course was designed primarily for
teachers, the content of the course was suited
best to improve the student's knowledge of the
common branches and for general culture. Sub
jects designed to improve the technique of teach
ing and of administration were almost entirely
absent. However, this course was similar to the
courses offered in other teacher training institu
tions at the same time and of the same academic
level.
The second curriculum offered at that time
was called the English Scientific Course. It was
intended chiefly for those who did not expect to
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attend college nor enter teaching as a profession.
It required three years. The following subjects
were offered: arithmetic, mental arithmetic,
grammar, U. S. history, elocution, vocal music,
algebra, physiology, physical geography, pen
manship, rhetoric, Latin, general history, phys
ics, astronomy, letter writing, etymology, bot
any, geometry, English literature, civil govern
ment, moral philosophy, psychology, logic, politi
cal economy, and evidences of Christianity-a
total offering of twenty-six subjects for the three
years. Only a few of these courses extended
throughout a session, and many of them were
only one-term courses. This was the course
which corresponds to the present high school
curriculum; but the contrast -is very striking.
Both these curricula were patterned after the
typical curriculum of the academy, which was the
prevailing type of secondary school during the
19th century.
At the same time some work was given in
commercial courses, but the work was not or
ganized into a definite curriculum.
Vocal music was taught from the beginning
of the school, but instrumental music was not
offered until the session of 1894-95. Then it was
arranged to give lessons on piano and organ to
those students who desired them. The charges
for instrumental music were very low, being only
$2.40 per month of eight lessons. An extra

D. NEWTON ELLER

195

charge was made for use of the instruments for
practice.
During these early years the school conferred
the Bachelor of Pedagogy degree upon those who
completed the Teachers Course. Those who
completed the English Scientific Course received
a diploma and the degree of Bachelor of English.
"Bachelor of Commercial Science" was the de
gree conferred upon those who finished the com
mercial course. The catalog for the session of
1894-95 states that the school had been chartered
by the legislature of Virginia and empowered to
con£er the usual degrees, such as those listed
above. The first degrees were conferred in 1893.
"Botetourt Normal College" was the name
given the school in the catalog announcements
for the session of 1897-98. The name college was
added because a curriculum of studies was added
which was of college grade. It might be noted
in passing that a year's work in elementary
branches was added at this time so that those
who were deficient in training to enter classes of
secondary grade could prepare for them. But the
significant curriculum development at this time
was the addition of the "Latin Scientific Course."
The subjects offered in these two years of college
work were: Cicero's orations, beginning Greek,
higher algebra, English literature, Virgil, zo
ology, trigonometry, chemistry, Livy, Anabasis,
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surveying, English classics, Horace, analytic ge
ometry, logic, Greek Testament, and geology.
This curriculum is most interesting as repre
senting a day not long past when the classical
element predominated in the typical college cur
riculum. English, the mother tongue of the stu
dents, received much less time and emphasis than
the dead languages of 'Latin and Greek. Science
received scant place. Each of the three sciences
offered ran for only one quarter. History and the
social sciences were entirely lacking. It would
be interesting to observe the reaction of fresh
men and sophomores of today if they had to face
a curriculum such as that.
The purpose of this advanced work was to
satisfy the demands of those who wished a more
extensive education than the academy subjects
gave and for those who wished to prepare to en
ter a standard four-year college with advanced
standing. Those who completed this advanced
work were eligible to receive the Bachelor of
Science degree.
Beginning with the session of 1899-1900, the
school offered what we might term the college
preparatory course. This curriculum had the
same rating as the Teachers Course and English
Scientific Course. Latin was carried through the
two years, while Greek was begun in the second
year. English and mathematics were carried
through the two years. Vocal music and pen-
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manship were included in the curriculum, but
made optional. This is the first time that elect
ives were included in a course of study at Dale
ville.
The next step in curriculum development took
place in the session of 1904-1905, by the adding
of a prescribed course in Bible study. It con
sisted of studies in Old and New Testament his
tory, prophecy, church history, history of mis
sions, moral science, psychology, rhetoric, elocu
tion, etc. Two years were required to complete
this course. It was designed to satisfy the de
mand of the young people for systematic Bible
study.
During several years time following this there
were no important curriculum developments ex
cept that the curricula in the so-called special de
partments such as music, art, elocution, etc., were
expanded to give more work in each department.
Beginning with the session of 1910-1911 the
literary work of Daleville underwent a complete
reorganization. In the first place the school was
organized as a full college. The name was
changed from "Botetourt Normal College" to
"Daleville College." A four-year college curricu
lum was substituted for the Latin Scientific
Course. The first two years of college work
which had been given under the Latin Scientific
Course before were modified when they became
the freshmen and sophomore years of the four-
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Greek and zoology were
year curriculum.
dropped entirely from these years, and German
was put into the freshmen year. There was an
increased emphasis on English for the two years.
The number of classes included in these two
years was reduced from seventeen to eight, and'
each class was carried through the year. I shall
list the courses below, to make clear the extent
and nature of the reorganization of the work in
these two years.
OLD COURSE

FallTerm

Cicero's Orations
Beginning Greek
{
Higher Algebra
Zoology

NEW COURSE
English
Freshman Latin
{
Year
German
Mathematics

Virgil

Freehman
Year

WinterTerm {

Beginning Greek
Higher Algebra
English Literature

{Virgil

Spring Term

F'allTerm

Sophomore
Year

Greek Ex. & Comp.
Higher Algebra
American Lit.
Livy
Anabasis
{
Geology
History

is
Winter Term {::::::
History
Rhetoric
Logic
GreekTestamen1
Spring Term { English Classic11
Horace
Hiatoey

'l

English Literature
Sophomore Latin
Year
History
Mathematics
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Then the junior and senior years of college
work were added. The work of the junior year
was required and consisted of chemistry, philos
ophy, French, and social science. Three subjects,
namely, logic, psychology, and ethics, were
taught under the heading of philosophy. Also
the subjects of introductory study of society,
economics, and sociology were included under
the heading of Social Science. In the senior year
geology and biology were required with three
subjects from the elective group. Twelve sub
jects were included in the elective group. Allow
ing the students to elect certain courses was an
innovation in the administration policy of the
school, except the one optional course offered for
several years in the College Preparatory Course.
The B. A. degree was conferred upon those who
finished satisfactorily the work of the college cur
riculum.
Another phase of reorganization of curricula
which took place at this time was the elimination
of the En.glish Scientific Course and the intro
duction of the regular college preparatory course
to take the place of the former Classic Prepara
tory Course. The College Preparatory Course
had Latin and mathematics as required subjects
in the first three years. The students were al
lowed to elect two of the five courses required for
a full program of work for the senior year.
The Teachers Course was continued and the
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work expanded to cover three years instead of
two. The subjects listed in this course were for
the most part identical with those of the College
Preparatory Course, with the exception of psy
chology and a few other subjects which the
teacher might be required to teach in the grades.
The work in Bible, music, art, and the Busi
ness Course was expanded to make these depart
ments more efficient. A three-year curriculum in
agriculture was also added. This was to meet
the demand of increased interest in scientific
farming.
This brings the discussion of the academic
development of the school up to the close of
President Eller's administration. No other phase
of the school's development is more outstanding
and shows more clearly the vigor and vision of
the administration. President Eller inherited a
literary program of the old classical type from
his predecessor, but he handed on to his succes
sor one that was modern in content and organ
ization.
PRESIDENT ELDER AND HIS ASSOCIATES

No great cause has ever succeeded unless
great personalities were back of it. The educa
tional institutions of the Church of the Brethren
are examples which illustrate this great principle.
Men and women of the past who possessed un-
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usual integrity and ability ignored the calls of the
world to secular service and devoted themselves
to the altruism of Christian education. President
Eller stands pre-eminently as one of those men.
Not only did he engage in such service himself,
but he possessed the power to call into and in
spire others in the service. A study of the his
tory of Daleville during his administration shows
his ever increasing power in this direction.
When he became principal of the school in
1893 he had associated with him on the teaching
staff three individuals, all of whom had received
their training in Botetourt Normal School. They
were: J. J. John, who taught mathematics and
natural science; F. M. Stutsman, teacher of Eng
lish and commercial classes; and Flora Nininger,
instructor in music and elocution. These indivi
duals with President Eller formed the little group
upon whose hearts the future destinies of the
school constituted a serious concern. None in
this group had advanced in academic training be
yond the high school level. They were fitted for
the task of their day and they gave to the stu
dents the best they had.
We now advance a period of years to the ses
sion of 1902-03, when the head of the institution
was dignified with the title of President. The
group now associated with President Eller num
bered nine individuals instead of three. The de
grees which the various teachers held are not
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given in the catalog, but it is known that none
of them had the B. A. degree. Several, however,
had completed the Latin Scientific Course, which
was of junior college grade. This shows an ad
vance step in the development of his staff, both
as applies to number and academic training.
When we advance to the session of 1909-10,
which marks the closing of President Eller's ad
ministration, the staff seems rather formidable as
compared with that of his first year as principal.
Space does not permit writing their names with
the degrees they held. Including President
Eller, there were fourteen on the staff. Three of
these had B. A. degrees from standard colleges,
while two of the three had had some graduate
work. Most of the other members had academic
training superior to that of any previous staff.
There was a marked improvement in the scholar
ship of those who taught in the special depart
ments, such as music, art, elocution, etc. Here
again we see a marked step in advance toward
realizing a larger and better Daleville, which
meant in turn a larger and more abundant oppor
tunity for the young people who cast their educa
tional destinies with the school.
It is hoped that this brief chapter on Pres
ident ,Eller and his associates will serve to reveal
his fitness as a leader for the educational work
which was his to perform. His conception of the
educational was a growing ideal. He had faith
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in the men and women who were preparing in our
Christian colleges for larger positions of service.
He invited a number of them to share with him
the responsibility of promoting Daleville College.
In him his associates found a kind and compan
ionable friend, one who could encourage and in
spire and lead them in the pioneering movement
for abundant educational opportunities m a
wholesome Christian environment.
JOTTINGS FROM THE RECORDS
Only primary and normal classes were op
erated the first three years.
The second story of the old Normal Building
was used as a dormitory for the boys.
Until 1909 the boys, upon returning from so
ciety programs with their lady friends, were ex
pected to say good night at the dormitory door.
Eighteen hundred and ninety-four had in it
perhaps the darkest hour in the history of the
school; all the teachers sought other fields of
labor except D. N. Eller. His consent to con
tinue the work saved the day.
Mrs. D. N. Eller had charge of the boarding
department a total of ten years.
All bread used the first thirteen years was
baked in the school kitchen. It was a daily job.
Hot rolls were a specialty.
✓

Wood was used as fuel at first.

The boys
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would prepare and carry the supply for their own
rooms. Prof. J. J. John froze his ears one morn
ing getting his supply.
Oil-cloth coverings were used for the dining
room tables for the first seven years, except on
Sunday, when linen ones were used.
Social functions were few in number the first
year, but very instructive, being carefully super
vised by members of the faculty.
Prof. Eller's "Strawberry Social" was the real
pleasure sport of each year for a number of years.
Mrs. B. F. Nininger was always on hand
when anyone was sick. Her motherly comfort,
teas, and poultices brought many boys and girls
into the joys of health again.
Bible study was urged by the board of trus
tees as early as 1901.
The first endowment agitation was in 1902.
D. N. .Eller and C. D. Hylton were appointed as
solicitors.
The question of raising funds for the educa
tion of ministers was opened in 1906.
The first official visit to District Meeting for
closer relationship and recognition was in 1907.
The primary department was discontinued in
1916. Its relation with the school was of twenty
six years duration.
The senior classes of each year have main
tained the custom of giving, or erecting, some
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memorial as a mark of their gratitude to their
Alma Mater.
The first literary society, the Victorian, was
organized in 1891. Debates that settled things
were a special attraction.
In 1904 the Aristotelian and Columbian so
cieties were organized from the Victorian. Lots
were cast by the faculty to divide the member
ship. The individuals in these divisions became
the charter members of the new societies.
CONCLUSION

This chapter has attempted to portray the
history of Daleville through a period of about
seventeen years, or nearly one-half of its total
history. Within the compass of a chapter it is
not possible to give more than a general survey
of the period. The details will have to be read
between the lines or supplied from the imagina
tion. It is hoped that the reader will get some
conception of the growth which characterized
this period of the school's history. Every phase
of the school shows growth as an outstanding
achievement. The enrollment increased from
fifty-eight in the year 1903-04 to 138 for the ses
of 1909-10. The plant and equipment increased
accordingly. The literary development was no
less significant. But, above all, was the growing
power and influence of the school that was ex-
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perienced during those years. At first the stu
dents were drawn from a limited area and re
mained in the school for only a year or two. As
time passed students came from more distant
communities, even in other states, remained
longer, and completed higher grades of work.
Through their lives the school extended to wider
circles its influence and help. One can say noth
ing better as a final word than that this period of
Daleville's history was one of sound achievement.

CHAPTER VIII

THE PRESIDENCY OF T. S. MOHERMAN
1911-1924
By FRED D. DOVE

I

T WAS in the year 1905 that the first Bible In
stitute was held at Botetourt Normal College.
Thereafter it became an annual affair. It con
sisted in lectures and addresses by a selected
group of Bible teachers through the school hours
of the day, for one week, and accompanied by
evangelistic meetings each evening.
For the Bible Institute week of the session of
1909-1910, Rev. T. S. Moherman, of Ashland,
Ohio, was invited to Daleville to conduct the
evangelistic services and to teach Bible classes in
the Institute at the college. He came and served
the school and community so efficiently as a
teacher and evangelist, that he not only won the
hearts of the people of the community, but his
teaching especially appealed to those who were
responsible for leadership in the college.
It so happened that the trustees of the col
lege were at that time looking for a man who
could assume the presidency of the college and
plan a program for its expansion. Professor D.
N. Eller, who had so nobly served the school as
its president for eighteen years, now felt that
someone else should assume the role of its chief
executive.
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Those of us who can revive in sacred memory
the unrelenting faith and the sacrificial spirit
which characterized his service for the school and
its work, can understand how Professor Eller de
sired that others should lead and he would fol
low. It was he, therefore, who called T. S. Mo
herman to one side after the daily Bible clas�es
toward the close of that Bible Institute in 1910,
and, in behalf of the board of trustees, asked him
to consider the presidency of the college.
This was the beginning of official negotiations
toward the reorganization of the school, both in
leadership and program of work.
Most of us enjoy the sight of a valiant runner
who, bearing the standards of his ranks in the re
lay race, pours out his energy with all his might
to carry the standard to the next runner unde
feated. And he in turn begins the race anew, but
with the progress which his colleague made, and
races again hard and long toward a farther goal.
This simile may not lead the imagination to
grasp the full significance of the transition just
mentioned, but it may suggest the loyalty and
Christian valor which marked this change in the
administrative leadership of Daleville College
from one strong hand to another.
Botetourt Normal College had experienced a
healthy growth thus far and had helped, in a re
markable way, to meet the need for trained
teachers and church leaders in the territory
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which it served. But the demands for higher ed
ucation were pressing for recognition from with
in and without. Certain students already at
tending the school were asking for more ad
vanced training. The prevailing general ten
dency among the private secondary schools scat
tered throughout the eastern states was in the
direction of stepping up the curriculum toward
higher levels of learning. But particluarly was
the move toward expansion of the program of
work offered at Daleville an effort to meet the
growing need for better trained young leadership
in the church, and Christian education for its
youth generally.
Between the spring and fall of 1910, Botetourt
Normal College was reorganized to enter the
fraternity of liberal arts colleges. A new charter
was granted by the State of Virginia giving
power to confer degrees. The name of the insti
tution was changed from Botetourt Normal Col
lege to Daleville College. The courses of study
were carried over much as they were, as prepara
tory for the added college department. The chief
revision was the extension of the curriculum up
ward to include such courses as were then being
offered by schools of college rank. A brief perus
al of the catalog of courses offered at that begin
ning stage gives evidence of the educational vis
ion of those who planned the program of work
for the infant college. It will be remembered
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that the movement toward the standardization of
higher institutions of learning had not yet be
come a serious matter at that stage in the history
of education, and hence the transition from the
normal school rank to a full fledged college did
not involve many of the problems which would
accompany a similar achievement at the present
time.
During the preceding year (1909) the equip
ment of the college had been improved by the
addition of a new dormitory for girls, now known
as Nininger Memorial Hall; a new power plant,
with heating and electric lighting systems; a
home on the campus for the president, donated
by B. F.. Nininger; and the interest on $20,000,
donated by T. C. Denton. Back of all these was
the growing confidence in the school among its
constituents, and their loyal support.
Thus the plans were laid, the superstructure
set up, and the program launched, for Daleville
College. The year 1910 will be remembered as a
monumental year in the history of the school.
But Daleville College was yet to be made.
T. S. Moherman was formally installed as
president of the college in the fall of 1911. He
had studied at Ashland College, Ashland, Ohio;
Mount Morris College, Mount Morris, Ill.; Ju
niata College, Huntingdon, Pa.; and Wooster
University, Wooster, Ohio. He held the B. S. L.
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and B. D. degrees, and the experience of nine
years as a teacher of philosophy and sacred liter
ature. In maturity of thought, training, and ex
perience, he was adequately prepared for the
work which he was undertaking.
The outlook for that first year of Daleville
College was bright. With a new president, addi
tions to the teaching staff, the enthusiasm which
the new program of expansion had aroused, add
ed to the favorable record already obtained, there
was every reason to expect a healthy develop
ment of the college. There was a splendid en
rollment that first year, and a fine spirit of col
lege work developed. The extended curriculum,
however, was making new demands on the facili
ties for study and research. This need was felt
keenly in library materials. A solicitation for
funds was immediately made among the friends
of the school who lived near by, and in a single
day enough money was raised to add 500 volumes
to the library. These volumes still bespeak de
serving praise to the loyal spirit of those who
helped so generously to meet this need.
During that first year there was a movement
started by the students to provide for a gym
nasium. The pleas of those who had so valiantly
defended the college on those cold winter days,
in basketball games on a frozen cinder court in
the bleak out-of-doors, did not go unheeded.
Faculty, students, alumni, and friends, pledged

212

BRIDGEWATER-DALEVILLE

their support to the plans for a gymnasium. The
building was completed and dedicated during
that same session. It was equipped with various
modern devices and implements for use in phys
ical education. This, of course, gave new life to
athletics, and provided for organized physical ed
ucation. The gymnasium was so constructed
that it could be used for an auditorium, having a
large stage and enough chairs to hold capacity
crowds. This furnished a place for programs
which could not be adequately cared for in the
college chapel. A variety of memories cluster
about this popular spot on the campus. They
range from the orgies of fun and frolic to rigid
physical discipline; from Hallowe'en socials to
dramatic art and light opera; from the chatter of
idle tongues to lectures of fame, and valedictory
applause. To the students of yesterday a visit to
the old gymnasium may be said to produce "min
gled feelings."
President Moherman's ability to organize and
administer the affairs of college life are reflected
all through the early movements to promote the
interests of the college. His leadership was
wholesome, progressive, and inspired confidence.
He seemed to have a natural love for youth, as
he still does, and could enter sympathetically and
understandingly into the confidence of those who
came to him with their problems.
It was customary too, in those days, for the
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president of a small college to share in the teach
ing program. Now teaching was his specialty.
It is with a spirit of deep appreciation that the
writer recalls the privilege of having sat under
his instruction through several courses of study.
He somehow had a way of opening a fellow's
eyes. If one could but hear the united voices of
those who have sat in his classes, he would cer
tainly hear them say in echo and re-echo, "He is
a fine teacher."
Four young men received the Bachelor of
Arts degree at that first commencement of the
college department in the spring of 1912. If a
college may be judged by the records of its grad
uates in after life, then the work of Daleville Col
lege is worthy of praise. For those four men are
representative of the high type of men and wo
men who, with few exceptions, have done honor
to their college. Of that class of 1912, each con
tinued his education in higher institutions of
learning, and three of them have been honored
with higher degrees. At the present writing, one
of those men is superintendent of schools in an
important city of the South, and a member of the
Commission on Admission of Colleges in the
Southern Association of Colleges and Secondary
Schools. Another of those men, upon receiving
his Master's degree from Columbia University
and the B. D. degree from Union Theological
Seminary, became pastor of a large church in a
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certain New York town. Another is principal of
a junior high school in one of the most progress
ive cities of the South. And the other holds a
responsible position in the school system of the
same city. These men have set a noble recor.d
for the graduates of later years to follow.
In the fall of 1912 the state superintendent of
public instruction was invited to visit Daleville
College to examine the work and equipment of
the school. He came and made his observations
and gave a favorable report, stating that the in
stitution had a better group of students, better
equipment, and a better outlook than he had an
ticipated. When the time came for another in
spection by the State Board of Education the di
vision superintendent of higher learning spent a
whole day at the college making a careful survey
of the work being done. He offered no criticism,
but pointed to the rising tide of standards for
higher institutions of learning, which were al
ready being emphasized by the Southern Associ
ation of Colleges. It thus became apparent that
a revision of standards for colleges must be
reckoned with. The points which were felt most
keenly were: (1) the necessity for maintaining a
specified number of departments of instruction,
with instructors devoting their full time to teach
ing in the college department; (2) a substantial
increase in the salaries of teachers; (3) the com
plete segregation of the college department from
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the secondary school work, or the academy de
partment. These revisions in the last analysis
meant money. No one objected to raising the
standards, but providing the funds with which to
do it was the baffling problem.
,Loyal friends of the school had already cre
ated an endowment fund of about $20,000. Elder
T. C. Denton, who had been a moving spirit in
the school from its infancy, and who had often
come to its rescue with financial aid, upon his
death, January 17, 1914, made provision in his
will for a liberal addition to the endowment fund.
The trustees decided to carry on a campaign
to further increase the endowment, setting the
goal at $200,000. Elder J. G. Royer, of Mount
Morris, Ill., aided in launching · the campaign.
This movement began in August, 1916, and with
in a very few days Elder Royer had raised
$10,000 by personal solicitation. Elder P. S.
Miller, of Roanoke, Va., later took charge of the
campaign and through his efforts the total en
dowment was raised to approximately $125,000,
with considerable territory yet uncanvassed.
This campaign did not, however, solve the prob
lem confronting the college, but it did serve to
widen the range of interest and confidence in the
college throughout a larger constituency; and the
increased endowment relieved, for a time at least,
the financial tension.
At this point let us turn to trace a few of the
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items of special interest during this period, some
what chronologically.
In the spring of 1914 college spirit at Dale
ville received new wings. For there was born,
from the hearts of two seniors of that year, the
college song, "The Blue and the Gold." The
spirit of Daleville College has been wafted far
and wide on the wings of the melodious strains
which her loyal sons and daughters have raised to
their Alma Mater. The words for the song were
written by Sara (Dove) Boaz, and the music was
composed by C. S. Ikenberry.
In 1916 a cottage was erected on the college
grounds near the power plant, to be used as a
home for the fireman. It was equipped with elec
tric lights and water from the college system.
A double brick garage to house the "College
Ford" and the president's car, was built during
that year. The "College Ford" soon outlived its
usefulness and practicability, and then the garage
served others of the faculty members who were
fortunate enough to own cars.
In the summer of 1916 the senior class of that
year sponsored a project to erect a colonial front
to the administration building, known as Central
Hall. A large part of the money for that im
provement was donated by members of the class
of that year. Others also contributed to the pro
ject. The appearance of the front campus was
greatly transformed by this addition.
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As a sort of climax to the achievements dur
ing that year, the trustees donated the college
body and soul-to the church districts of her ter
ritory, namely: First District of Virginia; South
ern District of Virginia; District of Tennessee,
of Carolina and Florida. These districts accept
ed the gift of the college without a single reserva
tion, and thus assumed complete ownership and
responsibility, through their trustees, for the pro
motion and operation of the college. The signifi
cance of this event in the history of the school is
far-reaching. It represents the enlargement of
an organized effort in Christian education, from
the narrow circle of founders and a few faithful
supporters, to include the interests and co-oper
ative efforts of thousands of Christian people
scattered all over this great Southland, in an en
terprise of Christian education.
President Moherman's generalship in con
ducting the affairs of the college during those
years of rapid development and revolutionary
growth was indeed commendable. His scholarly
leadership was recognized by those outside of his
immediate circle of co-laborers. Juniata College,
where he had studied in earlier years, had recog
nized his worth as an educator and scholar, and in
the spring of 1917 he was invited to that college,
where the D. D. degree was conferred upon him.
It was a joy to the associates and friends of Dr.
Moherman to learn of this tribute of honor and
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distinction bestowed upon him, because they felt
that it was a fitting honor to a worthy man.
The stress of standardization in the field of
higher education grew more and more acute,
making increasingly large demands on the limit
ed financial resources of the college. To meet the
requirements, teachers' salaries needed to be in
creased to a minimum set for the larger schools,
working under radically different conditions. It
would seem that the willingness of those who
have served in our small Christian colleges, to
sacrifice and economize, should compensate in
some measure for the more exacting require
ments measured by mere monetary standards.
But the educational world has not learned to
translate service and sacrifice into money equiv
alents.
There were other difficulties of standardiza
tion which seemed to defy immediate and satis
factory solution. The trustees, therefore, were
face to face with the problem of trying to main
tain a four-year college, without the funds to
meet the requirements. There seemed to be only
one solution, and that was to reduce the college
department to junior college proportions, where
the work could be fully accredited. After the
session 1915-1916, the four-year curriculum was
revised to meet junior college standards, and was
fully recognized and accredited as such.
During the period of America's participation
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in the World War, the ranks both of the faculty
and upper classmen were seriously broken. Costs
of operating increased, and the situation was any
thing but encouraging. The tide turned, how
ever, in the following year, 1919-1920, when the
largest enrollment in the history of the school
filled all available dormitory space, and over
flowed into a rented home, owned by B. F. Nin
inger, which had been used in the earlier years of
Botetourt Normal College as a dormitory for
girls. This time it was filled with men. A new
bungalow was built on the campus to relieve the
housing situation for teachers. Visions of a
larger school began to grow. A small farm near
the campus was purchased, and a house was built
on it for the business manager of the college. It
was thought that the farm would provide a more
economical means of furnishing supplies for the
boarding department.
A brief interruption in the active presidency
of Dr. Moherman occurred in the session of 19201921, when it was necessary for him to take a
leave of absence for one year, on account of the
ill health of his wife. While absent from the col
lege, Dr. and Mrs. Moherman were at their home
in Ashland, Ohio. During the absence of Presi
dent Moherman the work of his office was in the
hands of Professor E. E. Speicher, of Somerset,
Pennsylvania. Professor Speicher had taught at
Daleville College during the preceding year. He
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was a graduate of Juniata College, and held a
B. D. degree from Crozer Theological Seminary,
and the M. A. degree from the University of
Pennsylvania. He was a young man of marked
ability in educational work and served efficiently
as acting president of the college during the ab
sence of President Moherman. Upon the return
of the latter the following year, Professor Speich
er took his leave to continue his graduate study
at Northwestern University, where he later re
ceived the Ph. D. degree. He then accepted a
teaching position at Northland College, Ashland,
Wisconsin.
In spite of the encouragement of an overflow
enrollment, as previously mentioned, the prob
lems of standardization grew persistently more
acute. This time it hinged on the necessity of
separating the college and academy departments
to maintain a standard junior college. Segrega
tion meant new buildings. To add buildings
meant more money. And more money was ex
tremely hard to raise in that period immediately
following the World War.
After all, it is often the crises of life that pave
the way for progressive developments. As early
as 1918 negotiations between Daleville College
and Bridgewater College were begun, looking to
ward a closer relationship between these schools
in seeking solutions to their common problems.
This movement continued and the ties grew
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stronger until the final consolidation was effected
in 1923. (The history of this movement is pre
sented elsewhere in this volume.) The re-organ
ization, in which the college departments of both
schools were combined at Bridgewater, and the
academy departments of both at Daleville, solved
the problem of segregation of departments, and
made possible the complete standardization of
both departments for both schools, operating un
der the same management.
Throughout this movement toward consolida
tion, President Moherman exercised remarkable
leadership. His close contact with the educa
tional world enabled him to see into the future
and sense the direction of educational develop
ments. In his quiet and deliberate manner in
counsel, he was able to convince his co-laborers
of the wisdom of the consolidation idea, and lead
the Daleville College constituency into the full
acceptance of the plan. This was not an easy
task. Many were loath to see the Daleville col
lege department moved to another campus. But
the smoothness with which the entire transac
tion was administered for Daleville College is a
tribute to the guiding spirit who was steering
the "ship of state." That was Dr. Moherman.
His administration continued to the close of
the session of 1923-1924, after which time the
new arrangement for consolidation was insti
tuted, and Dr. Moherman returned to his home
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at Ashland, Ohio, where he immediately became
district director of the field work for Northeast
ern Ohio, in the service of his church. He is still
engaged in this work at the present writing.
The presidency of T. S. Moherman is not con
fined, in its influence, to the period of his active
administration at Daleville College, measured in
years. His fine spirit of optimism, his scholarly
manner, his keen judgment, his devotion and loy
alty in the service of his college, and his constant
personal sacrifices were rich investments, which
are still yielding large returns in the lives of those
who came under his influence, and in the institu
tion itself, to which he, for thirteen years, gave
himself unselfishly and unreservedly.
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PROGRESS IN CO-OPERATION

T

By PAUL H. BOWMAN

HE educational endeavor which had its in
ception at Spring Creek in 1880 has been in
terwoven with similar movements in other parts
of Virginia and Maryland. The movement which
started at Daleville in 1890 was sponsored by a
number of the same men who had had a part in
the establishment of Bridgewater. These enter
prises began before the public high school move
ment had touched the rural sections of Virginia.
They were founded originally to serve a local;
need in education and met with a warm response
from all citizens who were educationally minded.
The success of these movements at Bridgewater
and Daleville, in a measure at least, inspired other
Brethren communities to launch similar under-·
takings. Blue Ridge College had its beginning
in 1899 at Union Bridge, Maryland, and Hebron
Seminary was established at Nokesville, Virginia,
in 1909, as the successor of Prince William
Academy, which had been established at Brents
ville in 1897.
The first effort at consolidation among the
eastern schools was made in 1912. Because of its
proximity to a cement factory at Union Bridge,
Blue Ridge College decided to move from that
location. Early in the session of 1911-12 nego-
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tiations between Blue Ridge and Bridgewater
were begun. After several conferences a com
mittee of the Blue Ridge board, consisting of
Elders Uriah Bixler, C. D. Bonsack, and William
M. Wine, met a similar committee of the Bridge
water board at Bridgewater where the matter
was considered in detail and a plan of union
agreed upon. This meeting was held on March
25, 1912. To make the plan operative the repre
sentatives of the two boards proceeded to elect a
president for the consolidated institution. Tihe
president of Bridgewater College was unani
mously elected. So far as the Bridgewater board
was concerned the signing of the articles agreed
upon was final. But it so happened that the Blue
Ridge board was organized as a stock company,
to whom their representatives must report for
final action. When the plan was submitted to the
stockholders it was rejected. The time was not
yet ripe for consolidation.
So long as these schools were mainly _local in
character there was no conflict of interests among
them, but as the public high school movement
extended its service to the people at large these
private enterprises were compelled to enter other
fields of education and enlarge their circle of pa
tronage. This latter fact gradually led to a con
flict ofi nterests and these schools became some
what rival in character. It was not strange that
jealousies and misunderstandings·should arise as
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the struggle for students and funds became more
and more intense. Three of these schools were
forced into the college field and were soon con
fronted by the standardization movement which
developed within the states and throughout the
South. The pressure for larger resources was
greatly intensified, which in turn intensified
rivalry.
Along with this movement there was develop
ing among some of the educators within the
Church of the Brethren a realization of the ne
cessity for an educational inventory which should
embrace both needs and resources. The school
men began to confer with each other. The futil
ity of a policy of rivalry and competition among
the colleges of a small denomination was self
evident to thoughtful men. This conviction was
definitely registered at a conference of the presi
dents of the eastern colleges of the church held
in Baltimore on Saturday, February 26, 1921.
This conference led to an enlarged conference of
presidents and trustees which met at Baltimore
on Friday, April 15, 1921. The meeting studied
the resources of the church in relation to the de
mands of standardizing agencies. Dr. George
F. Zook, of the Bureau of Education, addressed
the meeting. An Association of Eastern Colleges
of the Church of the Brethren was organized at
this meeting with the president of Blue Ridge
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College, Ross D. Murphy, president of the Asso
ciation.
No further meetings of the Association were
ever called. This meeting, however, began to
bear fruit when in 1923 at the annual conference
of the church at Calgary, Canada, some of the
men who had been in the Baltimore conference
sponsored a movement to have an official investi
gation made by a conference commission. The
General Educational Board endorsed the move
ment and recommended that the conference ap
point a commission of seven to make a compre
hensive study of the educational problem of the
church. The outcome of this movement was a
monumental piece of work by J. S. Noffsinger,
Secretary of the Commission, which has been
published and rather widely circulated. This
study further deepened the conviction that the
Church of the Brethren should follow a policy of
fewer and better schools.
THE CONSOLIDATION OF BRIDGEWATER
COLLEGE AND HEBRON SEMINARY

Even before this general movement was felt
in the church at large considerable progress in
co-operation had been made among the three
schools located in Virginia. In the latter part of
1918 the following recommendations were draft
ed and approved by the presidents of these
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schools and submitted to the boards of trustees
of Bridgewater College, Daleville College, and
Hebron Seminary. The report was as follows:
Be it resolved:
1 . That the spirit of friendship and co-operation
characterize the relationship of our schools in Vir
ginia.
2. That the trustees of the respective institutions ap
point a committee of three, one from each school,
to be known as the Committee on Fraternal Re
lations.
3. That the duties of this committee be: to study as
far as practical the common problems of our
schools; to foster in every way the spirit of co
operation and good-will; and to recommend to the
trustees from time to time such policies as may
look toward greater efficiency in the educational
work of the church in this state.

The trustees of each school endorsed these
resolutions and referred them to a committee
composed of Paul H. Bowman, representing
Bridgewater; T. S. Moherman, representing
Daleville, and F. J. Byer, representing Hebron
Seminary, to report more definitely on the prob
lem of school relationships. This committee
drafted the following report, which was approved
by each board in January, 1919:
RECOMMENDATIONS
1 . That the spirit of good-will and co-operation char
acterize the relationship of Bridgewater College,
Daleville College, and Hebron Seminary.

230

BRIDGEWATER-DALEVILLE

2. That a committee on fraternal relations be per
manently created by the trustees of these schools,
which shall meet at least once each session. The
meeting shall be held alternately among the
schools and the representative of the school at
which the meeting for a given year is to be held
shall be the chairman of the committee for that
year.
3. That the courses of study which are common to
our schools be co-ordinated as far as is practicable.
It is understood that the academy course is com
mon to all of our schools and the junior college
course is now common to Bridgewater and Dale
ville.
4. That our system of academic records and blanks
of all kinds be duplicated as far as possible and our
orders placed jointly when this can be done to our
financial advantage.
5. That the territorial lines of each school be re
spected. No student solicitation shall be made by
one school in the territory of another for students
who may be accommodated at the school in their
territory. The representative of Bridgewater who
solicits for college students in the territory of
Hebron Seminary or for senior college students in
the territory of Daleville shall uphold the interests
of these respective institutions and the solicitors of
these institutions shall reciprocate the service.
6. That it be the recognized right of each school to
send bulletins and catalogs freely to representative
brethren throughout our territory, to scattered
alumni, and to fully answer all inquiries.
7. That there be no bidding among our schools for
students. We recognize that an interchange of stu
dents is inevitable in some cases, but no school
shall make a proposition to a student of this class
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which is not fully covered in the catalog statement,
except by mutual agreement of the schools con
cerned.
8. That our schools co-operate in every possible way
in encouraging our young people to attend our own
schools.
9. That the territory of each school shall be that
which is credited to it in the Year Book for 191920.

The committee which drafted the report was
made a permanent committee on fraternal rela
tions and during the years of 1919, 1920, and 1921
there were frequent conferences between the rep
resentatives of these schools. There was an ex
change of speakers at Bible institutes and the
spirit of good-will, common interest, and co
operation became a reality among these institu
tions and was felt as a genuine asset.
On April 16, 1921, following the Baltimore
con£erence referred to above, the idea of organ
izing Bridgewater College and Hebron Seminary
into a system of schools was discussed between
representatives of the two schools. The sugges
tion was considered favorably and such a recom
mendation was promptly submittted to the two
trustee boards. They appointed a joint commit
tee composed of F. J. Byer, W. H. Sanger, J. J.
Conner, E. E. Blough, M. G. Early, W. F. Hale,
and Paul H. Bowman, to study the problem and
bring a report to the boards. A joint meeting of
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the two boards was held in the court room of the
Warren County court house at Front Royal, Vir
ginia, on August 8, 1921, at which time this com
mittee submitted the following report:
After carefully considering the educational interests
of our college region, we are .fully convinced that it would
be to the mutual interest of Bridgewater College and
Hebron Seminary, as well as to the best interests of the
church and our young people, if the boards of trustees
of these two institutions could be more closely related.
We, therefore, recommend the affiliation of the two
schools on the general basis herein set forth.

I. PLAN OF ORGANIZATION
1. That the boards of trustees of Bridgewater College
and Hebron Seminary be inter-locked to the extent
of three members.
2. That the nine trustees elected by the Eastern Dis
trict of Virginia be regarded as the local board for
the governmnt and control of Hebron Seminary.
3. That there be at least one annual meeting to shape
the general policies as they relate to the two insti
tutions.
4. That there be a general executive committee of
seven members to act for the joint boards in case
of necessity, to be constituted as the two boards
. may mutually agree.

II. FINANCIAL ADMINISTRATION
1 . That the funds now held by each institution be
held intact by each school for its own work.
2. That the future financial campaigns be conducted
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jointly for the benefit of both schools on a basis to
be mutually agreed upon.
3. That the principal of Hebron Seminary be respon
sible for the interests of the college in the Eastern
District of Virginia, especially the student can
vass, and that in consideration of these services
the college pay one tenth of his salary.
4. That Hebron Seminary share on some equitable
basis in the distribution of Forward Movement
Funds.
III. THE ACADEMIC ADMINISTRATION
1 . That the principal of Hebron Seminary be wholly
responsible for the academic administration of the
institution.
2. That the Seminary be standardized at the earljest
possible date according to the regulations of the
State Board of Education and that the highest pos
sible academic standards be maintained. It is un
derstood that the institution shall operate as a
school or academy of high school grade.
3. That the Seminary shall bear the same general re
lation to the College as that borne by the Bridge
water Academy, a definite statement of which shall
be worked out during the next school session.

The report was adopted and Bridgewater Col
lege and Hebron Seminary became a small sys
tem of schools. It was the first official step in
this important movement. The finest spirit of
co-operation prevailed between these two institu
tions and the influence of the movement was soon
felt throughout the church.
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CONSOLIDATION OF BRIDGEWATER AND
DALEVILLE COLLEGES

In 1922 Bridgewater College was refused
membership in the Southern Association of Sec
ondary Schools and Colleges, mainly because of
her inability to separate completely the academy
at Bridgewater from the college. The rating of
Daleville College as a junior college by the Vir
ginia State Board of Education was somewhat
endangered for the same reason. The construc
tion of two sets of buildings at each of these
schools, in order to separate completely the col
lege from the academy, was regarded unwise if
not impossible. A conference on this problem
was proposed and a joint committee of ten met at
Hotel Belmont, Basic City, now Waynesboro, on
January 22, 1923, to discuss the matter. The
committee was composed of J. A. Dove, T. S.
Moherman, J. W. Ikenberry, Levi Garst, and L.
C. Coffman, representing Daleville; and H. G.
Miller, J. C. Myers, J. D. Miller, John S. Flory,
and Paul H. Bowman, representing Bridgewater.
The committee entered into an earnest discus
sion of the issues involved. The meeting lasted
until late into the night. The following state
ment was prepared at this meeting and later sub
mitted to the respective boards:
Representatives of the boards of trustees of Daleville
and Bridgewater Colleges met at Basic City, Va., on Jan-
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uary 22, 1923, for the purpose of conferring about prob
lems of mutual interest. After a careful survey of the
entire field both with reference to maintaining the pres
ent status of each institution and the possible co-ordina
tion of interests of the same, it was agreed that the ques
tions at issue are of sufficient magnitude to justify fur
ther study and investigation by the respective boards. It
is suggested that the matters be taken under advisement
at an early date. We desire to report that the meeting
was most cordial and that a frank and friendly discussion
of our problems proved most helpful, regardless of what
action may be taken in the future

This report was considered by the Bridge
water board on February 16, 1923. The follow
ing statement setting forth clearly the position
of the Bridgewater trustees in this matter was
drafted and submitted to the trustees of Dale
ville College.
We have given very thoughtful consideration to the
report of the committee representing our respective
boards and desire to record our reflections in the follow
ing statements:
1 . We have been committed for several years to the
policy of building here at Bridgewater a college
and an academy and have been gradually separat
ing these two institutions as required by the State
Board of Education. We cannot go farther in this
program without erecting at least one building.
But to take this step is to go beyond the point
where we can easily retrench. Therefore, we em
brace most heartily the opportunity, at your sug
gestion, of conferring over this common problem
before going further with our building program.
2. We believe that our church in the East is over-
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taxed educationally and that our financial and stu
dent resources do not justify three academies and
two colleges in Virginia. Our board is united in
this conviction.
We are committed by many ties to the policy of fos
tering a college and have received at the hands of our
people about $370,000 endowment for this specific pur
pose. We have 142 students in the college department
and have thus far maintained a standard college rating in
Virginia. We have been thirty-five years reaching our
present status and still have hard struggles before us.
From this college program we could scarcely retrench.
We have eighty-four students in our academy. Of
these, thirty-five are boarding students. Thus about
forty per cent of our total enrollment, and thirty per cent
of our boarding students are in the academy. We be
lieve, since four of our colleges will drop their academies
at the end of this session, that there is a field in our
church for a high grade academy and Bible training in
stitute. We have worked persistently toward building
here a strong academy and it has grown steadily for the
last four years. It would therefore be a very great sac
rifice to yield our academy and hard to win our people to
this policy. And yet we desire to do what is right and
ultimately best for the good of the church and our young
people.
3. We believe in the principle of co-operation and
good will. That our problem is a common prob
lem and can best be solved by working together,
is our profound conviction. We believe that the
organization of a system of schools in our church
here in Virginia under one general trustee board
holds for us advantages which we can never realize
under our present system. Such a plan would be
more economical, would give to each institution an
opportunity to occupy a distinctive field, and open
the way immediately for the standardization of our
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institutions as dignified and high-class schools of
their respective types.
If this plan appeals to you we would be willing to go
as far as possible in the sacrifice necessary to make this a
reality in Virginia. If your board would feel inclined to
exchange junior college work for the academy and insti
tute field, and unite hearts and hands with us in a great
system to make these two institutions standard and effid
ent schools and a benediction to the church in the South,
we would consider seriously joining you in this endeavor
and do our utmost to win our constituency to this idea.
We have this day made the committee of five who met
your committee in conference at Basic City, January 22,
an official committee of this board with power to repre
sent us in further negotiations.
We have no disposition to hurry this matter, but we
are delaying some important plans awaiting the outcome
of these negotiations and will therefore appreciate as
much dispatch as possible.

The Daleville trustees responded favorably to
this statement and continued their committee.
The joint committee met again at Basic City on
March 9, 1923, and proceeded to draft a definite
plan for the consolidation of these two schools.
S. L. Bowman served on the Bridgewater com
mittee for J.C. Myers in this meeting and W. P.
Crumpacker substituted for Levi Garst on the
Daleville committee. There were a great many
delicate problems to handle, but the committee
worked earnestly and harmoniously.· At length
a report was agreed upon and was promptly sub
mitted to each of the boards. The final report of
the committee was as follows:
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We, the joint committee of the trustees of Bridge
water and Daleville Colleges, after two conferences, held
in the parlor of the Belmont Hotel at Basic City, Vir
ginia, on January 22 and March 9, in which a careful
study was made of the problems of our schools in Vir
ginia, desire to make the following recommendations:
1 . That Bridgewater and Daleville Colleges consti
tute a system of schools of the Church of the Brethren in
'Virginia to be known as the ,"Bridgewater-Daleville Sys
tem" administered under one general charter and one
general board of trustees.
2. That the status and academic field of each institu
tion be as follows: Bridgewater shall be the college of
the system and shall confine its work to a college pro
gram; Daleville shall be the academy of the system and
shall confine its work to an academy program. It is un
derstood that each institution may offer work in music,
Bible, religious education, home economics, etc., on a
basis corresponding to its status and academic field.
3 . That the trustee board of the system be composed
of not more than thirty members, to be elected by the
church districts of the region as follows: Districts having
a membership of 1,000 or less shall be entitled to one rep
resentative; those having from 1,000 to 3,500 shall be en
titled to two representatives; those with a membership of
3,500 or more shall be entitled to three representatives.
In addition, the board itself shall have the privilege of
electing to its membership eight trustees, four to be se
lected from each school region, due recognition being
given to alumni representation.
4. That the territorial lines between the schools be
dissolved and the entire field be worked jointly and unit
edly for the highest and best interests of the system, ex
cept the Eastern District of Virginia shall be considered
the territory of Hebron Seminary and the relation pre
viously established between Bridgewater and Hebron
shall be conserved in every way.
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5. That the present holdings of each institution, in
cluding equipment, endowment, and indebtedness, be
held intact for each institution.
6. That this plan become operative as soon as expedi
ent after it is approved by the majority of the districts
in each school region. It is understood that under no
circumstances shall the session of 1923-24 be affected by
this arrangement.

On April 6, 1923, the Bridgewater board ac
cepted this report ; and the Daleville board ac
cepted it a few days later. A joint committee
was appointed to draft a statement to be sub
mitted to the ten district conferences constituting
the Bridgewater-Daleville region. This report
was approved by all the conferences during the
spring and summer of 1923. On November 22,
1923, the trustees of the two schools met in joint
session at Bridge�ater to take final action. Re
ports were made from eight of the state districts.
Following this report a committee was appointed
to frame a resolution of consolidation. The fol
lowing resolution was submitted and unanimous
ly passed at the afternoon session of the board:
Whereas, the state districts owning and controlling
Bridgewater and Daleville Colleges, assembled in their
respective district conferences have, through their official
delegates, endorsed the recommendation that our two
schools be merged and federated into a system of schools
of the Church of the Brethren in the South:
Therefore be it resolved, That we, the trustees of
Bridgewater and Daleville Colleges, assembled in joint
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session on this the twenty-third day of November, nine..
teen hundred and twenty-three, do, by the passage of this
resolution, merge our two schools into one system. Their
territories, constituencies, and resources, except as here
after provided, shall be held in common and utilized to
the highest and best interests of the church and the
young people whom we seek to serve. These schools
shall hereafter be operated and administered under such
type of organization as shall be mutually agreed upon.
It is further resolved, That the proposed merging of
the two institutions become operative at the close of the
present academic session.

A committee had been working on charter and
by-laws. These were discussed at length and re
ferred to committees for revision. The revised
forms were finally adopted on June 3, 1924. The
presidents of both colleges had offered their
resignations. The newly constituted board pro
ceeded to elect its own officers and then a presi
dent for the new system. J. A. Dove was elected
chairman of the new board and H. G. Miller
chairman emeritus. J.C. Myers and W. P.Crum
packer were elected first and second vice-presi
dents, and John S. Flory, secretary. Paul H.
Bowman was elected president of the college.
Committees were appointed to nominate other
officers for the college and academy. At subse
quent meetings F. J. Wright was elected dean of
the college; R. D. Boaz, principal of the academy;
N. D. Cool, treasurer of the board and business
manager of the college; and L. C. Coffman; as-
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sistant treasurer of the board and business man
ager of the academy. The organization of the
board and the election of a president took place
at the evening session on November 23d. The
session ended late at night with a number of short
addresses expressing appreciation for the fine
spirit of the meeting and discerning interpreta
tions of the new movement. The records show
that addresses were made by W. P. Crumpacker,
J. D. Miller, L. C. Coffman, J. W. Ikenberry,
Paul H. Bowman, E. E. Blough, T. S. Moher
man, Levi Garst, H. G. Miller, S. L. Bowman,
D. L. Evers, S. P. Reed, and J. A. Dove. It was
a meeting never to be forgotten. The unusual
thing had been done--the supposedly impossible
thing. But these men had set their faces toward
a new and better day in education. Nothing
could turn them back.
THE CONSOLIDATION OF BRIDGEWATER
DALEVILLE AND BLUE RIDGE COLLEGES

In 1926 the trustees of Blue Ridge College,
after several years of struggle toward standardi
zation as a four-year college, decided to operate
the Maryland school as a junior college. It
seemed advisable for them to affiliate with a
standard four-year college in order to better pro
vide for the continuation of their students to
ward the college degree. At the time this de-
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cision was made Dr. J. M. Henry was the presi
dent of Blue Ridge. Through him arrangements
were made for the former graduates of Blue
Ridge College to standardize their Blue Ridge de
grees in the summer school at Bridgewater in
order to secure for them better teaching certifi
cates. Several of their graduates succeeded in
doing this during the summer of 1927. A large
number of Maryland students enrolled at Bridge
water for the session of 1927-28. In the mean
time the trustees of Blue Ridge were studying
the question of affiliation. Even before Blue
Ridge began operating as a junior college there
had been conferences and negotiations between
the Bridgewater-Daleville trustees and the trus
tees of Blue Ridge. In December, 1924, such a
conference was held at Hotel Francis Scott Key
at Frederick, Maryland. J. A. Dove, J.C. Myers,
John S. Flory, and Paul H. Bowman represented
Bridgewater in this conference. J. Walter Eng
lar, E. C. Bixler, J. M. Henry, J. P. Weybright,
Anna R. Stover, and perhaps others represented
Blue Ridge. J. S. Noffsinger was also present,
representing the General Education Board of the
Church of the Brethren. This meeting had little
significance except to define the problem and
mark the beginning of negotiations. The Bridge
water committee reported to the Bridgewater. Daleville board at Bridgewater on February 20,
1925. The board authorized a statement to be
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sent to Blue Ridge, the spirit of which is reflected
in the following extract :
We believe that the problem of the Frederick Con
ference is fundamentally the problem of Blue Ridge and
that the initiative in this movement rests mainly with
you. Naturally, you will want to proceed with caution
and at every step be assured that you are doing the thing
that is best for your school and for the church at large.
We believe that there is a great field for the Church of
the Brethren in the South and that responsibility for its
progress rests very largely with our educational leaders.
If Maryland should decide to affiliate with Virginia in
her educational program, and thus in the great home mis
sion program of the South, we shall welcome you to our
fellowship in true southern fashion.
We have no program to propose. If it is your desire
we shall be happy to study the problem together with a
view of arriving at a solution which is mutually accept
able. We would be pleased to have a delegation of your
men visit our schools and perhaps join us in a short tour
of some of the territory to the south in order to study the
general church problem there. We are naming a com
mittee, as suggested by the Frederick conference, to rep
resent us in any conference, negotiations, or further study
of the problem, that you may suggest.
May we add that our interest is to arrive at a solution
of the problem which is right and we expect to make
every reasonable sacrifice in our institutions for the good
of the church at large.

In the latter part of 1926 E. C. Bixler, Anna
R. Stover, J. M. Henry, J. P. Weybright, and A.
M. Hurst, representing the Blue Ridge board,
and J. S. Noffsinger, representing the General
Educational Board, visited Bridgewater and
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met a committee from the Bridgewater-Daleville
board. A careful study of the assets and liabili
ties, enrollment, growth, and equipment of both
Bridgewater and Daleville was made. After
some correspondence the Bridgewater-Daleville
board was asked to submit a proposition. The
following proposal was outlined and submitted
to the Blue Ridge board:
Believing that the only practical solution of the edu
cational problem of the Church of the Brethren lies in a
closer co-operation of our colleges and perhaps in the
consolidation of some of our college regions, the trustees
of Bridgewater-Daleville College make the following pro
posal to the trustees of Blue Ridge College, of Maryland,
in .the hope that together we may construct a practical
and efficient program of Christian Education.
1. We propose the organization of an educational sys
tem for the Church of the Brethren in the southeast in
cluding Bridgewater, Blue Ridge, and Daleville. This
system shall be known as the Blue Ridge System of
Schools, to be organized without any reference to the
future status of Blue Ridge College. This problem shall
be left to the trustees of the system and the districts now
owning Blue Ridge College.
2. If Blue Ridge should assume the status of a junior
college, the Bridgewater-Daleville Corporation agrees to
a new apportionment of territory in favor of Blue Ridge.
3. If Blue Ridge should assume the status of an acad
emy in this proposed system of schools, Bridgewater
agrees to change the name of the college at Bridgewater
to that of "Blue Ridge College"-the successor of Bridge
water College, Blue Ridge College, and Daleville Col
lege-and to make a reapportionment of territory in favor
of Blue Ridge College.
4. If Blue Ridge College should close her present
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plant entirely, Bridgewater agrees to the change of name
as proposed in paragraph three. We also agree to have
the surplus funds which Blue Ridge may hold after dis
posing of her plant and retiring all indebtedness retained
by the districts of Maryland as a scholarship or loan fund
£or the education of Maryland students in the new col
lege. This fund may be administered by the new board
or by a special board appointed by the districts of Mary
land for the purpose, or by the General Educational
Board of the Church of the Brethren.
5. In the event of such a merger, we shall set up
such trustee and faculty organization as may be mutually
agreed upon by the present boards of trustees.
6. We also agree to proceed at once with a building
and endowment campaign for this new system of schools
and shall endeavor to raise in our territory $500,000.00
for the enterprise.
7. In the event of such a merger, we would favor out
lining policies for a new type of college in the South,
especially touching the following points: restriction of
enrollment, quality education, Bible and religious instruc
tion, athletics, retirement of teachers, self-help oppor
tunities, training of ministers, and other problems vital
to the Church of the Brethren.

This proposal in its main outline was printed
by the Blue Ridge board and mailed to their
widely distributed alumni. Their alumni re
sponse on the whole was favorable to the plan,
but their board deferred action on the ground
that their young people would not go south to
complete their college work. A survey showed
that the Blue Ridge board was wrong in this as
sumption. The Maryland young people were
going to Bridgewater and were happy in their
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work. This encouraged the consolidation. The
next step therefore was taken on November 13,
1928, when E. C. Bixler, J. P. Weybright, and
Anna R. Stover attended the meeting of the
Bridgewater board at Daleville and expressed the
definite interest of the Blue Ridge board in our
proposal. They suggested a joint committee to
study the problem. This committee was ap
pointed and met at Winchester, Virginia, on Jan
uary 23, 1929. .E. C. Bixler, J.P. Weybright, and
George A. Early represented Blue Ridge; J. C.
Myers, J. S. Flory, and Paul H. Bowman repre
sented Bridgewater. The following report was
prepared by this committee:
Your joint committee met in room 202 at the George
Washington Hotel, Winchester, Virginia, at 11:30 a. m.,
on Wednesday, January 23, 1929, to confer on the prob.,
lem of the relationship of our two schools. After a care
ful study of this problem we herewith submit our recom
mendations.
First: That the territory of Blue Ridge and Bridge
water-Daleville Colleges be merged into one educational
unit; that the Maryland districts be granted representa
tion on the Bridgewater-Daleville board on an equal basis
with the districts which now comprise the Bridgewater
Daleville territory, and that Blue Ridge College be grant
ed the privilege of electing to their board representatives
from the Bridgewater-Daleville territory if in their judg
ment it seems advisable.
Second: That the schools of this combination be sep
arate and independent in their business and financial op
erations, and that in matters of policy and program the
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trustee boards function as they now do except for mutual
advice and friendly co-operation.
Third: That financial campaigns which may be un
dertaken to strengthen these institutions be made as co
operative movements upon some basis to be agreed upon
by the respective boards.
Fourth: That college students of freshman and soph
omore rank be expected to attend their respective schools
except in special cases which shall be adjusted by mutual
agreement; that all students of junior and senior rank be
provided for at Bridgewater; and that the college cur
cirulum for the freshman and sophomore years be co
ordinated in the best possible way for the benefit of the
junior college graduates who may continue their college
education at Bridgewater.
Fifth: That the records of former Blue Ridge stu
dents holding credit of junior and senior grade be trans
ferred to Bridgewater for permanent preservation and
future certification by Bridgewater; that Bridgewater
recognize the college degrees conferred by Blue Ridge
College, certify their credits, and admit them to all
alumni privileges; and that the college graduates of Blue
Ridge interested in having their degrees standardized be
granted the privilege, through summer study at Bridge
water, of qualifying for a Bridgewater degree.
Sixth: That a committee of three be appointed by
action of the trustees for the purpose of handling execu
ttive and administrative problems. Your committee sug
gests that this committee be the president of Blue Ridge
College and the president and dean of Bridgewater Col
lege.

This report was presented to the Bridgewater
Daleville board on January 28, 1929. E. C. Bixler
also was present. The report was unanimously
adopted. It was subsequently adopted unan-
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imously by the Blue Ridge board. The plan as
approved by the two trustee boards was then car
ried to the General Educational Board of the
Church of the Brethren. On April 4, 1929, the
plan was unanimously endorsed by this board at
Elgin, Illinois, except for a written protest from
Juniata College. A joint committee representing
both boards was appointed to draft a report for
the district conferences of the Bridgewater-Dale
ville-Blue Ridge region. These conferences acted
on the report during the spring, summer, and
fall of 1929. It was unanimously adopted by all
the conferences except in Middle Maryland,
where it was spread on the minutes for one year.
Juniata College protested to the Maryland con
ferences against this movement and endeavored
to have the Eastern District of Maryland also
defer action, but this con£erence adopted the re
port on April 17, 1929, and authorized their board
to elect representatives to the Bridgewater-Dale
ville board as provided for in the report. The
Western District of Maryland adopted the re
port August 31, 1929. E. C. Bixler and John A.
Garber were appointed trustees from Eastern
Maryland, and Henry Speicher from Western
Maryland, and the affiliation of the schools of
Maryland and Virginia became a reality.
This new college region was officially recog
nized as an administrative unit by the General
Ministerial Board of the Church of the Brethren
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when on June 18, 1929, at North Manchester, In
diana, they combined the Bridgewater-Daleville
districts with the Blue Ridge districts into the
Southeastern Region.
This movement represents a distant objective
and the wisdom of it shall, no doubt, be revealed
more and more in the future. It made possible
the standardization of Bridgewater College by
the Southern Association of Secondary Schools
and Colleges; it enabled the other schools of this
system to qualify as standard institutions of their
type within their respective states; it almost com
pletely eliminated rivalry and misunderstanding
between these schools, and above all, it has cre
ated a background for a great and strong Chris
tian college among the Brethren people of the
South as the successor of these four struggling
schools. It is probable that in this movement the
Church of the Brethren has preserved her educa
tional program in the South from ultimate col
lapse.

CHAPTER X

STEPS IN RECOGNITION

B

By JOHNS. FLORY

RIDGEWATER COLLEGE started as a
normal school and collegiate institute, and
both of these identities were represented in its
earliest curriculum. At first the normal feature
of the work was emphasized. The school took as
its first objective the training of teachers for the
public schools. The course of study which re
ceived special emphasis was the normal course.
At the beginning this course required three years
of work, later raised to four years. The pro
cedure was arranged so as to emphasize the fun
damentals of education, but it also gave some
special attention to methods of instruction and
the laws of mental control and development. The
course led to a degree, Bachelor of English.
It should be observed also that from the start
a four-year college course was likewise pre
scribed, emphasizing the classical languages, the
higher mathematics, philosophy, and science; and
this course led to the Bachelor of Arts degree.
In the early years, however, there were few ma
triculates in this course, but they soon increased,
and in 1891, three young men completed the full
four-year college course and received the B. A.
degree, the first instance of college graduation in
any institution of the Church of the Brethren.
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But the normal course was the popular course
at Bridgewater for a quarter of a century. In
fact, this course was offered from 1881 to 1914, a
period of thirty-three years. It was exceedingly
practical, meeting the needs of teachers and
prospective teachers of that day. It produced
numerous teachers of marked ability, who made
brilliant records as teachers on the basis of this
training.
In order to understand this situation it should
be observed that during the greater part of the
time this course was most popular there were few
high schools or teacher-training schools of any
kind in the state. And these were without fixed
standards. Educational units, on the basis of
which standardization was later determined,
were just beginning to be talked about around
the turn of the century. The Carnegie Institu
tion had taken upon itself the important task of
defining educational units. On the basis of their
findings schools all over the country gradually
began to feel the effects of more definiteness in
the standards of their work. What constitutes
a high school course or a college course was be
ginning to have some meaning, so that the work
of one institution could be evaluated in terms of
another. As a result, high schools and colleges
began ere long to reflect some uniformity in their
standards.
It was some years, however, before these
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standards became sufficiently definite to form a
basis of standardization with anything like scien
tific accuracy. During a period of years, there
fore, the rating of institutions depended more
upon their product, the practical results of their
training, than on any fixed requirements in such
matters as equipment, endowment, faculty, etc.
In 1902 Virginia adopted a new constitution.
This constitution made liberal provisions for the
development of public education. Under the re
organization that followed, high schools began to
appear in many places. In the early develop
ment of this movement Bridgewater College
played a somewhat definite, if restricted, part.
The public schools at this time, except. the few
high schools, had only five or six months ses
sions. About 1903 the college began to offer
special training courses for teachers during the
last ten weeks of the spring term. This work
was organized so as to be most helpful to teach
ers. The teachers were grouped in separate
classes and were given thorough review in all the
subjects upon which they would be required to
stand examination for certificates.
These spring term normals proved popular
and were well attended. They were inspected by
the public school authorities and conducted in
accordance with their suggestions. For a num
ber of years the spring normal at the college was
granted the privilege of holding the state exami-
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nation for certificates at the end of the term. In
the course of a few years some of the best public
school teachers in the territory served by the
college came from this school. Consulting the
records of this time, I find that, in addition to
the regular work that was given, the normal of
one year was inspected by the state inspector,
and addressed by such educational leaders as the
state superintendent of public instruction, the
county superintendent of schools, a professor
from the University of Virginia, and other edu
cators.
Another thing that gave standing to the nor
mal graduates of Bridgewater through these
years was the records they made elsewhere. It
was during the same period of years that a Sum
mer School of Methods was conducted at the
University of Virginia, in which a number of
Bridgewater graduates achieved unusual distinc
tion.
In August, 1905, there appeared in a college
publication the following item:
"At the recent Summer School of Methods
held at Charlottesville for the benefit of the pub
lic school teachers of Virginia and adjacent
states, some rather interesting facts were devel
oped. At the close of the school the state ex
amination was held. Among the hundreds who
took the examination were a number from the
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Valley counties. The significant thing, to us, is,
that when the results of the examination became
known it was found that of all those who had
taken it the three that averaged the highest grade
were three ladies from Rockingham County, and
that all three were normal graduates of Bridge
water College."
It is readily seen that records like this helped
to keep Bridgewater graduates prominently be
fore public school authorities in a day of unfixed
educational standards.
The normal work of the college continued to
hold a prominent place in its curriculum till at
least the end of the first decade of the twentieth
century. But as public high schools were now
developing rapidly, the college department soon
pressed forward to first place, and the normal
work gradually declined. The normal course was
discontinued as such after 1914. Nevertheless, it
had played a large and useful part in the educa
tional work of the state.
Although the institution had offered a college
course from the beginning, and after 1891 had
had frequent though not yearly graduates in it, it
was just at the half-way stage in the fifty years
of the college's history that the normal idea
yielded first place in the program of its work to
the college proper. In 1905 the college course was
placed definitely on the standard prescribed· by
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the Carnegie Institution. Following the usage
at the state university at that time, the college
organized its work on the basis of fifteen hours
work throughout the session for four full years.
This was the standard prescribed by the Carnegie
Board. And it has since been the standard re
quirement for graduation in all standard colleges
of the country. Bridgewater was one of the first
colleges in the state to adopt the standardized
units. Two years later, 1907, a four-year pre
paratory course was prescribed, three years hav
ing been the requirement previously. Thus it is
that during the last twenty-five years of the col
lege's history, the college course at Bridgewater
has been fully standard.
A fifty-minute period has often been reck
oned as a session hour of recitation. Our classes
met five forty-minute periods per week. It was
ten years later, in 1915, that the periods were
made forty-five minutes in length-four classes
meeting five forty-five-minute periods per week.
making a total of fifteen hours. In 1916 the class
periods were first lengthened to sixty minutes,
and the classes met on alternate days through the
week, as has been the practice since.
Another standard set by the Carnegie Board
was not reached for several years. This was that
relating to the number and training of profes
sors. The Carnegie Board required that a stand-
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ard college must be organized into at least eight
distinct departments, with a professor at the
head of each, who has attained at least the Mas
ter's degree, or its equivalent, form a standard
university. This standard was not reached until
1910. At that time the faculty showed three
members with the Ph. D. degree, three with the
M. A. degree, besides several with the Bachelor's
degree who had also profited from graduate
study. It was in 1910, therefore, that Bridge
water College graduates first received the col
legiate certificate on the basis of their diplomas
without examination. This was the same as rec
ognizing the college as standard, although no
given set of requirements for standardization was
prescribed.
At this time the certification of teachers was
vested in a board of five men known as inspectors
and examiners. They visited institutions of
learning, examined applicants for certificates, and
passed on the standing of schools and colleges.
The excellent teachers Bridgewater College had
been furnishing the public schools doubtless had
much weight in securing this accrediting.
During this period of adjusting standards
there is little doubt that other things figured
somewhat definitely in the excellent rating that
Bridgewater graduates received at the hands of
the state's official educators. For years a num
ber of Bridgewater graduates had been pursuing
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graduate and professional studies at the Univer
sity of Virginia. All of them had made good rec
ords, and some conspicuously so. And the public
press was a factor. In the summer of 1'912 one of
the Richmond dailies featured the college in pic
ture and description in one of its Sunday edi
tions. Full page illustrations of the grounds and
buildings with several of the officials brought the
college into state-wide prominence. ,Echoes of
this publicity were heard for weeks in the state
press. The illustrations were accompanied by
a write-up from which the following may be
quoted:
"Two things especially have helped to give
Bridgewater College a definite place in the field
of higher education. One of these is purpose.
Br,idgewater College stands for a purpose. Its
ideal is character building. It seems to be the
firm conviction of the promoters of the college
that the development of character is the most im
portant object in education. Probably more at
tention is given there to the shaping of ideals
than is the usual custom in educational institu
tions.
"This is not done at a sacrifice of scholarship,
however. In fact, scholarship is one of the char
acteristic distinctions of Bridgewater College.
The graduates of the college have been promi
nent in the educational work of the state and
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wherever they have come in competition with
others in the graduate departments of the large
universities they have generally gained distinc
tion. The A. M., Ph. D., and M. D. degrees were
conferred in June on Bridgewater College grad
uates by several of the leading universities.
Scholarship and character form the ideals of
Bridgewater College."
A little later, in the spring of 1913, "The
World's Work" published an article that especial
ly threw into the limelight a former Bridgewater
student who had made a conspicuous record in
literary work in Washington, D. C. The follow
ing may be quoted from this article:
"There is a man in Washington as yet un
known to country-wide fame, though his attain
ments are well understood by the newspaper pro
fession, who knows more facts about the govern
ment of the United States than any single brain
contains. Mr. William Joseph Showalter is a
peripatetic blue book. He is a living edition of
the 'Statistical Abstract.' Not a few of the facts
given in this article ( on "The Biggest Job on
Earth") are from him. Best of all he has a happy
faculty of so stating things that they remain in
the mind. Mr. Showalter might be described in
the slang of the day as the man who put the
'stick' in statistics.''
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The Virginia press took pains to point out
that Mr. Showalter was a Virginia boy and a
former student of Bridgewater College.
Shortly after this the "Catholic Educational
Review," published in Washington, D. C., re
viewed an address made by a member of the
Bridgewater faculty at the meeting of the State
Educational Association, in November, 1913.
Several paragraphs of the address were quoted,
from which a few sentences may here be repro
duced:
"In a recent address delivered at the Lynch
burg Conference, John S. Flory, President of
Bridgewater College, calls attention to the in
effectiveness of much of the English teaching
which at present obtains in our high schools and
he suggests remedies along right lines. The line
of thought which he employs should not be con
fined to our high school work; the children in the
earliest grades should have their attention cen
tered on the thought content of what they read
and they should constantly be led to give the
thought which they acquire natural and effective
expression."
The entire address was printed in the "Vir
ginia Journal of Education," for February, 1914.
About the same time two members of the fac
ulty published books that were noted in the pub-
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lie press. Several contributions to leading mag
azines by faculty members were published near
the same time, and added to the favorable pub
licity the college was receiving. When the Asso
ciation of American Colleges was formed in 1914
Bridgewater was one of the few colleges in Vir
ginia admitted to the association, and for several
years it was the only Brethren college to be
granted membership.
There is no doubt that the publicity thus re
ceived was helpful to the college in a time when
standards were as yet more or less indefinite. It
might be added that during this same period the
college was closely associated with the public
educational work of the state, in that a member
of the faculty was a teacher in various state sum
mer normals and in direct touch with the training
and certification of teachers.
The college's first definite accrediting by the
state board of education, which had taken the
place of the former board of inspectors and ex
aminers, was made on June 27, 1916, when the
state board, who had now set definite standards
for rating institutions, approved the college as a
standard full four years college of the state.
It was during the same year that the college
raised its former requirement for graduation by
adding two session hours to the four years sched
ule, making the requirement for graduation sixty
two session hours, or one hundred and twenty-
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four semester hours, as the requirement has re
mained since then.
In 1918 the State Board of Education first
prescribed an endowment requirement for stand
ardization. In the spring of this year the board
announced that after the ensuing session, or be
ginning with the session of 1919-20, two hundred
thousand dollars of endowment would be re
quired of a standard college. Bridgewater had,
however, anticipated this, and about a year be
fore had begun an endowment campaign, so that
by the time the announcement by the state board
was made the college had raised nearly one hun
dred thousand dollars towards an endowment
fund. During the following year the campaign
was continued with success and the bequest of
the Samuel M. Bowman estate in the meantime
raised the endowment fund by the time the limi
tation of the state board went into effect to a safe
margin considerably beyond the requirements of
the board. Thus the college maintained its
standardization in the state association which it
has never lost.
In the summer of 1919 the board of trustees
set the endowment goal forward to five hundred
thousand dollars. This goal is still an ideal, and
the college is working towards its full realization.
It was for many years the hope of the college
administration to qualify for entrance into the
Association of Southern Colleges and Secondary
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Schools. The first application to the Southern
Association was made in 1917. This was re
newed in 1921 and each year thereafter till 1925,
when the college was at length admitted to full
standing in the association.
This accrediting by the Southern Association
of course placed Bridgewater College in the front
rank among educational institutions. While this
required no change in curriculum or faculty, it
did give graduates of the college a prestige that
they could not otherwise enjoy. This ranking of
the college insured that graduates might enter
any of the large universities and receive full
credit for their college course. It also gave them
first rate standing with state boards of education,
and assured them the best certificates if they de
sired to teach. Membership in the Southern As
sociation is one of the sure evidences of an insti
tution's high standing in the educational circles
of the country.

CHAPTER XI
SONS AND DAUGHTERS AT WORK
By ARTHUR B. MILLER, LINA E. SANGER, and
FRANCES E. HARSHBARGER

T

INTRODUCTION

HE primary purpose of Bridgewater-Dale
ville College has been the developing of
Christian character; equipping for the world's
work has been secondary. Both purposes have
been realized during the half century since her
founding.
Her sons and daughters have glorified her
through their adherence to high ideals, by fine
living, and in the Christ-likeness of their charac
ter.

Hundreds of homes and churches and com

munities bear the impress of what they were and
are in personal life.
contribution.

This has been their chief

They have brought honor also to their alma
mater by distinguished service. . They have gone
forth and succeeded as missionaries, preachers,
leaders in religious education, philanthropists,
home-builders, physicians, surgeons, dentists,
nurses, teachers, school executives, leaders in
science and research, farmers, stockmen, fruit
growers, editors, authors, merchants, bankers,
business men, lawyers, statesmen, government
officials, musicians, artists, professional athletes,
directors of physical education, etc.
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These servants of humanity have encircled
the globe with their ministry. They have served
in nearly every county of Virginia and in every
state of the Union but six. Their work has taken
them to Canada, South America, countries of
Europe, Hawaiian Islands, the Philippines,
Japan, China, India, and Africa.
They have been, almost to the man, open and
avowed followers of Jesus Christ. They have
borne Him in their hearts and upon their lips
wherever they have gone. And, because of this,
scores of churches-Brethren, Methodist, Pres
byterian, Lutheran, Baptist, Episcopal, Re
formed, United Brethren, Disciple, Catholic, and
others-owe their very life to their sacrificial
labors as preachers, church officials, and laymen.
The purpose of this chapter is to present some
typical and representative alumni at grips with
the world's work. A committee of thirty-one
made the selection. The personnel of the com
mittee consisted of individuals of wide acquaint
ance with the alumni who live in various locali
ties and who represent all ages, some having
been at the institution as early as 1886. Each
member voted independently, submitting a list
of from twenty-five to seventy-five names. The
subjects of these biographical sketches were
chosen from these lists. Those receiving the
highest number of votes appear in the first
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group. Mention is made also of others receiving
the next highest number of votes in the second
group.
This method of selection is not wholly satis
factory. Some have been excluded who are
equally typical and representative; others, doubt
less, more so. The most unsatisfactory result,
however, is the absence from the list of mothers
and home-builders. Some will explain this as the
result of tradition, others by the very God-given
nature of things. Bridgewater-Daleville women,
who have gone out to become the wives and
mothers of men, will approve it, saying that they
find their chief joy and glory as their achieve
ments have been reflected in their husbands and
sons.
We desire here to acknowledge that Bridge
water-Daleville and the whole world owe these
women an immeasurable debt. These pages re
cord, for the most part, the deeds of men. But
women also, often Bridgewater-Daleville women,
wrote their lives into that record. They did
more. The editors present the achievements of
the alumni. The alumni themselves are, in great
measure, the achievements of their wives and
mothers. All honor to the alumnre who have
been builders of homes and men!
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BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCHES OF BRIDGEWATER
COLLEGE ALUMNI
By ARTHUR B. MILLER and LINA E. SANGER
GROUP I
ALLEY, HOWARD LEE-A minister in the foreign mis
sion field, was born in Augusta County in 1888. He spent sev
eral sessions at the college, receiving his B. A. degree in 1915,
his M. A. degree in 1916. He was a studious, devout young
man. After further preparation he went to Palghar, Thana Dis
trict, India, where he is at this time. He married Miss Hattie
L. Miller, December 15, 1915. Five children bring joy to their
home in far-away India.
ARNOLD, CHARLES E. (deceased)-Born in Mineral
County, West Virginia, in 1867; student at Bridgewater, 1885-89;
summer student in Kentucky University and Ohio Normal Uni
versity; teacher at Daleville and M.cPherson colleges, being
president of the latter at the time of his death, 1902; a leader of
marked ability and dauntless energy; married Ella E. Beahm;
one daughter.
ARNOLD, ROBERT E.-Business Manager of the Brethren
Publishing House, Elgin, Ill.; born November 18, 1867, at Bur
lington, West Virginia; Bridgewater College, 1887-90; graduated
in 1890; Mt. Morris College, 1891; engaged in business in
America, England, Scotland, and Wales; married, September 1,
1897, to Miss Irena Amick, of Mt. Morris; two children; accepted
the call of the Brethren Publishing House and became its As
sistant Business Manager, January 1, 1904, and the following
April became business manager. His denomination regards him
as indispensable in his field. He is active in church and civic
enterprises; member of Board of Education of the schools of
Elgin for nine years and chairman of the Teachers' Committee
of the City of Elgin.
BADER, RALPH HEDRICK-Lawyer; Harrisonburg, Va.
Student at Bridgewater, 1901-03; B. A., Washington and Lee
University, 1909; post-graduate student in George Washington
University. Appointed student interpreter at Constantinople,
1910; interpreter to American Legation, Teheran, Persia, 1912;
continued there as vice and deputy consul general from 1912 to
1915; vi.ce-consul, 1915-1918; consul at Teheran, 1918-1920; con
sul at Cairo, Egypt, 1920-1922; admitted to Virginia bar, 1923:
member Virginia House of Delegates from Rockingham County,
since 1927. See "Who's Who in America," vol. 14.
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BEAHM', ISAAC N. H.-Preacher and teacher, Nokesville,
Virginia; born in Rockingham County, Virginia, in 1859; mar
ried Mary Bucher, of Pennsylvania. After spending four years
at Bridgewater, graduated in 1887; student at Roanoke College
and the University of Virginia; popular teacher and preacher of
the Church of the Brethren; skilled in debate; possessing rare
wit and humor.
BEERY, EDWIN M.-Physician and surgeon, New York
City; born near Linville, Virginia; student at Bridgewater in the
late 80's; student at Roanoke College; student of medicine at the
University of Virginia, 1890-92; M. D. from the College of Phys
icians and Surgeons of New York City, in 1895; skilled eye
specialist and surgeon with extensive practice in New York;
married Minnie Newman, of Harrisonburg; two sons.
BELL, W·ILBUR COSBY-Clergyman; Theological Sem
inary, Alexandria, Va. Student at Bridgewater College, 1894-97;
B. A., Hampden-Sidney College, 1900; B. D., Virginia Theologi
cal Seminary, 1905; D. D., Washington and Lee University,
1914; rector R. E. Lee Memorial Church, Lexington, Va., 19061911; St. Andrew's Church, Louisville, Ky., 1911-12; professor of
systematic divinity and apologetics, Protestant Episcopal Sem
inary, Alexandria, Va., since 1912; chaplain 117th Engineers,
A. E. F., 1917-18; author, "Sharing in Creation." See "Who's
Who i.n America."
BERLIN, MISS GRACE LEE�A native of Bridgewater,
studied music at the college in 1894-96. She was an earnest
student. She spent three sessions at Mary Baldwin Seminary,
at Staunton, graduating i.n 1901 with distinction. She was in
structor in piano at Bridgewater ,College for several years. She
has shown herself an able instructor. During the last few years
she has been teaching private classes in piano.
BOWMAN, RUFUS DAVID-Born near Dayton, Va., Jan
uary 23, 1899. After doing high school work at Bridgewater
High School, he entered the college in 1919, receiving the B. A.
degree with honor in 1923. He was elected to the ministry in
1920; entered Yale Divinity School in 1923, receiving the B. D.
degree in 1926; pastor of the First Church of the Brethren of
Roanoke, Va., 1925-29. The church increased in membership
from 495 to 780. He was ordained elder in 1926. He was presi
dent of the Ministers' Conference of Roanoke City during 1929.
He taught in city-wide leadership training schools each year
until 1929, when he was made director. He has been chairman
of the Sunday School Board of the First District of Virginia.
In September, 1929, he became General Secretary of Religious
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Education for the Church of the Brethren. At present he is
teaching a men's Bible class in Elgin, Illinois. He is also a
member of the executive committee of the International Coun
cil of Religious Education. Mr. Bowman has been very success
ful in all of his work, especially public speaking, writing, and
administration. He married Miss Eva Margaret Craun, June
16, 1925.
BURNS, ROBERT KYLE-Born at Hillsboro, W. Va., July
26, 1896; received his elementary and high school education at
Culpeper, Va.; entered Bridgewater College in 1913; received
the B. A. degree in 1916. Honor graduate; gifted in writing.
He was acting professor of biology at the college, 1916-17; re
ceived the Ph. D. degree in zoology from Yale in 1914; m:em
ber of University of Cincinnati faculty for several sessions; as
sistant professor of anatomy in the school of medicine and den
tistry, University of Rochester, Rochester, N. Y. Dr. Burns was
a member of the Marine Corps during the World W'ar. In
June, 1924, he married Miss Emily Lucille Moore, of Baltimore.
They have two sons, Robert Kyle III and William Moore.
CLINE, JUSTUS H.-Geologist and retired business man,
Stuarts Draft, Va.; born, Timberville, Va., in 1875; B. A. from
Bridgewater in 1899; teacher in California for two years; grad
uate student in the University of Michigan in 1901; married
Grace Snively; teacher of geology and biology at Bridgewater;
M. A. from Northwestern University, 1910; Assistant State
Geologist of Virginia and professor in the University of Vir
ginia for six years; Geologist to the Royal Dutch Company and
others in the Rocky Mountain and Mid-Continent Region, 19191928; member American Institute of Mining Engineers, Sigma
Chi, Raven, etc.; author of various geological reports; an out
standing figure in his profession.
,COFFMAN, CARL F.-Physician and surgeon; home ad
dress, Elkton, Va.; graduate in commercial course at Bridge
water in 1910; M. D. from Northwestern University; missionary
to China from 1921 to 1928; married first to Ferne Heagley and
later to Lula Ullom; two children; resident physician, Church
of the Brethren Industrial School (Geer, Va.); conscientious,
persistent, and sacrificial servant of humanity.
COFFMAN, MRS. CARL (FERNE HEAGLEY)-De
ceased; born at Frederick, S. D., in 1889; B. E., Bridgewater,
1911; student Bethany Bible School, 1911-13; R. N., Illinois
Training School for Nurses, 1917; married Carl Coffman, Sep
tember 25, 1917; two children; missionary to China, 1921-25;
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member American Nurses' Association; sacrificial worker and
loyal alumna.
COFFM AN, MRS. KATE FLORY-Deceased; born near
Cross Keys, Va., October 3, 1862; B. E. from Bridgewater, 1887;
teacher in the public schools and in Bridgewater Academy; di
rector of college women for a number of years; wife of Prof.
J. M. Coffman, and mother of three sons; a woman of keen in
tellect and rare grace; great church worker and leader.
COLE, MISS VIRGINIA GARBER-A native of Mount
Jackson, Va., is a graduate nurse, having received her training
in Roanoke, Va., and New York City. Miss Cole was at the
college for the session 1920-1921. She has traveled extensively
both in Europe and America. She is a resident of Virginia and
California. Miss Cole has been most generous in her gifts to
the college, making possible the Cole Memorial Auditorium.
CONNER, SAMUEL S.-Physician and surgeon; Wiaynes
boro, Pa. B. A., Bridgewater ,College, 1908; M.A., 1913; M. D.,
Medical College of Virginia, 1913. Married Elva C. Negley, of
Hagerstown, Md., June 30, 1921.
COOL, RAYMOND DEAN-Born in Winchester, Va.,
March 14, 1902. His elementary and secondary education was.
received in the same city. He showed marked ability, complet
ing the elementary grades in six sessions. He graduated from
high school in 1918. Four sessions, 1918-1922, were spent at
Bridgewater College, where he graduated with honor in 1922,
receiving the B. S. degree. For several years he spent his win
ters teaching science in Salem High School and his summers at
the University of Virginia. He was teaching fellow in chemis
try at the University, 1927-28; Dupont fellow, 1927-28. He re
ceived his M. S. degree in 1926 and Ph. D. 1928. Dr. Cool was
instructor in chemistry, University of Nevada, 1928-29. The
summer of 1929 was spent as special student in chemical mycro
scopy with Dr. C. W. Mason, Cornell University. He is at pres
ent instructor in chemical mycroscopy at the University of
Oregon. He is a member Sigma Xi, national science honorary
society, American Association for Advancement of Science, and
the American Chemical Society.
DOVE, ELDER J. A.-Cloverdale, Va., president of the
board of trustees of Bridgewater-Daleville College. He was
president of the board of trustees of Daleville College from 1915
to the time of the consolidation of the two schools, and has
since that time been president of the board of trustees of the
consolidated system. He has been associated with the work of
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the college since the early years of the educational efforts at
Daleville.
Since 1886-1887, when he was a student at Bridgewater, he
has been actively engaged in the work of the ministry. In his
younger years he did a great deal of evangelistic work, and
held meetings at many points throughout the country. Several
hundreds of converts have been brought into affiliation with the
work of the church through his efforts. At the present time
Elder Dove is a member of the Council of Boards in the Na
tional Organization of the Brethren Church, and chairman of
the National Conference Program Committee of the church.
In 1891 he married Lula B. Huff, who was also a Bridgewater
student of that period, and moved from Johnson City, Tenn.,
his native town, to Daleville, Va., where his work has been
centered to the present time. Upon moving to Daleville, he be
came associated with Elder T. C. Denton, as a fruit grower, and
has gained considerable prominence and success in that line of
industry. He has been a director in the First National Ex
change Bank of Roanoke City for a number of years.
FIFER, CARSON L.-Born at Cross Keys, Va., March 16,
1901; spent four sessions, 1920-1924, at Bridgewater College, re
ceiving his B. A. degree in 1924. He entered the University of
Virginia Medical ,College, where he has received his M. D. de
gree. Dr. Fifer is now intern in the University of Virginia
Hospital, and has already won notable distincton.
FITZWATER, PERRY B.-Teacher. Chicago, Ill.; born,
Hardy County, W. Va., September 8, 1871; sessions of 1892-94
and summer of 1896, student at Bridgewater College, graduat
ing in the Teachers' Course; in Moody Bible Institute, 1898-99;
Xenia Theological Seminary, 1901-05; and Princeton Theologi
cal Seminary and University, 1911-12'; taught in Manchester and
La Verne Colleges; since 1913, Dean of the Evening School of
Moody Bible Institute; author of comments on the International
Sunday School Lessons for a syndicate published in more than
2,600 papers; married Addie Frances Kaylor. See "Who's Who
in America."
FLOHR, EARL W•ILBUR-Born January 23, 1894, at Foun
taindale, Pa., was at Bridgewater College from 1913 to 1916,
when he received his B. A. degree. He was leader of his class.
He entered Clark University in the fall of 1916, completing the
first semester's work. A severe illness prevented further educa
tional work until the second semester, 1921-22, when he com
pleted the work for the M. A. degree. He has done graduate
work at Johns Hopkins University in psychology, leading to the
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Ph. D. degree. He held a government position in the Bureau of
Standards during 1919. He was field director for the General
Sunday School Board of Maryland and W'est Virginia, 1920-21;
professor of psychology and education at Blue Ridge College
from September, 1922, to June, 1926.
Mr. Flohr and Miss Ella Miller, a native of Bridgewater and
a graduate of Bridgewater College, were married in 1916. Two
daughters and a son bless their home. Mrs. Flohr has been a
very busy wife, mother, teacher, and missionary. She has shown
much zeal and skill in all fields of work. She was just as eager
to enter the foreign mission work as Mr. Flohr was. They
sailed for Africa in the fall of 1926. During their stay in that
field these two earnest Christians labored incessantly at every
task that confronted them. Both gained an unusually strong
grasp on the Bura language. The natives responded well to
their teaching. Mr. Flohr began the Ruth Royer Kulp Memorial
Hospital at Garkida, Africa. An attack of appendicitis stopped
this work. When he was sufficiently recovered, the family was
stationed at Gardemna, where they had charge of all phases of
the work, industrial, educational, evangelistic, and medical.
These brave workers were forced to return to America be
cause of Mr. Flohr's ill health. They arrived in the spring of
1929, and are now at Vienna, Va.
FLORY, BYRON M.-A native of Augusta County, was
born October 22, 1888. He spent six years at the college, re
ceiving the B. E. degree in 1913 and the B. A. in 1917. He re
ceived the M. A. degree from the University of Virginia in 1925,
majoring in education. He is a missionary to China, now in his
second term. In 1917, a few hours after he received his B. A. de
gree, he married Miss Nora A. Phillips, in the College Street
Church of the Brethren. Five children bless their home in
Ping Ting Chow, Shansi, China.
/ FLORY, GEO. W'. (deceased)-Born August 9, 1870, at
Bridgewater, Va.; married Abbie McKinney, of Maryland; two
children; student in the Academy for some years; graduated in
the Commercial Course; called to the ministry of the Church of
the Brethren in 1905; re-entered Bridgewater, receiving the B.
S. L. degree in 1909; pastor at Covington, Ohio, where a most
remarkable success was achieved in building a large church and
congregation; serving Central Church, Roanoke, Va., as pastor,
when death claimed him; new church built there also; over 6,000
decisions in his evangelistic labors; powerful preacher, effective
evangelist, magnetic personality, one of the denomination's
greatest leaders.
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FRANTZ, EDWiARD W.-Editor of the "Gospel Messen
ger," Elgin, Ill.; born in New Carlisle, Ohio, June 21, 1868;
Bridgewater College, 1885-1890; married Miss Effie Wine, of
Virginia, December 24, 1890; three children; elected to the min
istry in 1891; attended Chicago University 1892-95, being one of
the charter students; practically finished his work for the Ph.
D. degree; has honorary M. A. degree from Ohio University and
D. D. from MlcPherson College; taught at McPherson College
for seventeen years, serving as president from 1902-1910; presi
dent of Lordsburg College, California, for one year; in 1915 he
accepted the call to editorship of the "Gospel Messenger"; a
great spiritual power in the Church of the Brethren.
GARBER, JOHN A.-Washington, D. C.; born near Har
risonburg, Virginia; attended Bridgewater College, 1882'-91,
graduating with A. B. degree; married Ella B. Bean, of West
Virginia; two children; attended George Washington University,
receiving the M. A. degree in 1913 and the Ph. D. degree in
1920, after teaching in Bridgewater for six years; entered the
office of the "Daily Times" in Washington; later became official
reporter of the U. S. Senate; accepted a position in the U. S.
Treasury Department and is now Executive Assistant in the
office of the Supervising Architect; prominent as a lecturer and
minister; member of the faculty and board of trustees of the
Columbia Bible Training School; a member of the board of
trustees of Blue Ridge College and of the joint Bridgewater
Blue Ridge Board.
GARBER, PAUL N.-Was born at New Mlarket, July 27,
1899. His early education was received in the public schools.
He entered Bridgewater College in 1915 and was graduated in
1919 with the B. A. degree. He spent several sessions at the
University of Pennsylvania and Crozer Theological Seminary,
receiving his M. A. degree from Pennsylvania in 1921 and his
Ph. D. degree 1923. His work in these two famous schools was
of a very high type. His thesis on the "Gadsden Purchase" re
ceived much favorable attention, showing, as it did, much re
search and study. Dr. Garber is now professor of church his
tory and registrar of the school of religion, Duke University,
Durham, N. C. Dr. Garber and Oana Winifred Kidd were mar
ried in 1927.
GLICK, H. N.-A native of the Bridgewater community, was
born February 10, 1885. He entered the college academy, 1906,
completing his secondary work with the B. E. degree in 1909.
He began his college course at once and received the B. A. de
gree in 1913. He attended Northwestern University, 1913-14, re-
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ceiving his M. A. degree in 1914. The next ten years ·were spent
in teaching and study. He received his Ph. D. degree from
University of Illinois in 1924. Dr. Glick is now professor of
philosophy and psychology at Massachusetts State College. He
finds rest from his work in his flower garden. He married Miss
Mabel Stuff in 1913. They have three children.
GLICK, MISS MATTIE V.-Has lived mostly in the vicin
ity of her alma mater. She came to the college in 1910, and
received the degree B. Accts. in 1913. She taught in the com
mercial department for several years and acted as secretary to
the president. She continued to study while teaching, and in
1920 received the B. A. degree. For some years she has been
registrar and secretary of the Alumni Association as well as sec
retary to the president. "Miss Mattie" has endeared herself to
the students and friends of the college by unfailing good humor
and gracious manner in most trying positions. She is active in
her church, teaching a class of young girls at this time.
GOCHENOUR, DAVID T.-Physcian and surgeon, Stuarts
Draft, Va.; student at Bridgewater College, 1897-1902; M. D.
from George W'ashington University in 1909; interne in Provi
dence Hospital and Manhattan Maternity Hospital, 1910-11; As
sistant Surgeon, U. S. Department of Commerce, 1912-1916, serv
ing in Alaska, Canal Zone, Panama, and Philippine Islands;
graduate student, Chicago Polyclinic Hospital in 1916; general
practitioner, N. & W. Ry.; member of board of trustees of
Bridgewater-Daleville College, American Medical Association,
etc.; bank director; active churchman.
GOOD, CARTER VICTOR-A native of Rockingham Coun
ty, received his preparatory education in the county schools.
He entered B. C. in 1915 and received his B. A. degree in 1918.
He was active in athletics while in college; was part time in
structor, and was valedictorian of his class. He taught in the
public schools of Virginia and West Virginia. His M. A. degree
was received at University of Virginia and his Ph. D. (1925)
from the University of Chicago. He was honor graduate in all
cases. He has taught in Miami University, Oxford, Ohio; and
in the University of -Cincinnati, where he will be professor of
education after September 1, 1930. He has written many maga
zine articles and several books on education. Dr. Good was an
ensign in the navy at the end of the W,orld W·ar. He married
Miss Irene Cooper, of Tennessee. They have one daughter,
Gene Ann.
HARLOE, DR. W. W.-A native of Concord, w·. Va., was
born in August, 1874. He spent two years at Bridgewater Col
lege, 1891-93, graduating in the commercial course in 1893. He
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studied medicine at the University of Virginia, where he re
ceived his M. D. degree. He has been practicing in Matoaka,
W. Va., since graduation. He is active in business and civic life
as well as in his profession. He has been mayor of the town,
manager and sales manager of business corporations. Dr. Har
loe married Miss Effi•e L. Merritt, of Charlottesville. Five chil
dren brighten their home.
HARSHBARGER, CHARLES P.-Physician, Port Repub
lic, Va.; born October 14, 1867; attended graded and normal
schools at Mill Creek and Mt. Crawford, Va.; taught for two
years, before entering Bridgewater College in 1887; graduated in
1889; began the study of medicine at the Kentucky School of
Medicine at Louisville, graduating in 1893, fulfilling an aim fos
tered early in youth; married Betty Long in 1896; three chil
dren; actively and successfully engaged in the practice of medi
cine as well as in such other pursuits as farming and banking,
since 1893; always active in the affairs of the Church of the
Brethren, being a Sunday school superintendent for fifteen years
and a member of the board of trustees of Bridgewater College
for eight years; one of the most widely known and greatly loved
men of his native county.
HARSHBARGER, ISAAC L.-Surgeon, Bridgeport, Conn.;·
born October 4, 1897, at Port Republic, Va.; decided early to
enter his father's profession; attended the rural schools near his
home; 1913-1915, student at Bridgewater College; attended
Juniata College from 1916-1918; then entered the University of
Virginia Medical Department, graduating in 1922; interne at the
University of Virginia Hospital one year; became house surgeon
to the Bridgeport (Conn.) City Hospital; in 1924 received a sur
gical fellowship to the Mayo Clinic, Rochester, Minn., which was
completed in 1927; returned to Bridgeport; successful in the
practice of surgery; married Miss Gertrude Ackerman, of Min
nesota, in 1927.
HEDRICK, BAYARD M.-Financial organizer, 551 Fifth
Ave., New York, N. Y.; born at Churchville, Va., February 22,
1880; married Betty Wenger; four children; student at Bridge
water, 1897-1900; student at Valparaiso University, Temple Uni
versity, Chicago University, and completed the Y. M. C. A. sum
mer school course at Lake George; teacher at Bridgewater Col
lege; outstanding Y. M. C. A. secretary; member of firm of
Pierce and Hedrick, directing the $10,000,000 Boy Scouts Cam
paign, etc.; member of New York City Club, Academy of Po
litical Science, etc.
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HOLSINGER, CLYDE KAGEY-Son of Professor and
Mrs. George B. Holsinger, was born near Bridgewater. His
early education was directed by his mother. He was four ses
sions, 1905-1909, in the college, receiving his A. B. degree in
1909. He spent several summers at George Peabody College
for Teachers, receiving his M. A. degree in 1918. During 192425 he studied for four quarters at the University of Virginia, do
ing graduate work in education. He began his work of teaching
in 1909. He has served as principal of schools in the counties of
Rockingham, Augusta, Shenandoah, Buckingham, and Bruns
wick, and is at present principal of Pittsylvania High School, at
Chatham. His career has been marked by success at each step.
He has taught education at State Teachers College, Harrison
burg, and at Bridgewater College. He finds his recreation in
the manual arts. In 1911 he married Miss L. Helen Barrow, of
Blackstone, Va.
HOOVER, DAVID H.-Was born near Bridgewater in 1878.
His early education was received in a one-room county school,
"Harmony," about three miles from Bridgewater. His prepara
tory and college work were done at B. -C., where he received his
B. A. degree in 1913; M.. A. 1914. In 1916 he won the M. S. de
gree at Vanderbilt University; in 1918 the B. D. degree from the
University of Chicago; the Th. D. degree from Baptist The
ological Seminary at Louisville, Ky., in 1920. Dr. Hoover
taught one session as principal of Singers Glen school; he
taught social science at McPherson College in 1920-21. In 1923
he entered his present work as professor of economics, Univer
sity of Illinois, Urbana, Ill. He has at various times engaged in
organizing campaigns for Assyrian and Armenian relief; has
been connected with inter-church world movement activities
and city survey work. In 1924 he married Miss Arta Lee Dewy,
of Urbana, Ill. They have three foster children, all girls, aged
two, eleven, and sixteen years.
HOOVER, JOHN H.-Business man, Timberville, Va.; born
at Timberville, 1863; received his education in public schools
and at Bridgewater College; in 1885 married Annie R. Flory;
nine children; president of the Timberville Bank and director of
the First National Bank, of Harrisonburg; served on the board
of trustees of Rockingham Memorial Hospital since its opening
in 1910; trustee of the Old Folks Home at Timberville for
twenty-six years; since 1919, on the board of trustees of Bridge
water College, and also of Church of the Brethren at Timber
ville; sterling character and loyalty to his church have made him
an outstanding leader in the business, educational, and religious
life of his town and county.
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HOOVER, ROY M.-Was born in Roanoke, Va., in 1893.
He entered Bridgewater College in 1908, and remained there un
til 1915. In 1912 he finished the B. E. course and in 1915 re
ceived the A. B. degree. He received his M. D. degree from the
University of Virginia in 1919. He served his internship at the
University of Virginia hospital for one and a half years. He was
instructor in anatomy at the University of Virginia, 1920-1921.
From 1921 to 1923 he served as interne in New York Ortho
paedic Dispensary and Hospital. On June 28, 1917, he married
Miss Susie E. Arnold. They have one child, Shirley Catherine.
Since 1923 he has been practicing orthopaedic surgery in Roa
noke City. He conducts from forty to fifty clinics yearly, in
which he sees from 1,500 to 1,800 crippled children. From sixty
to seventy per cent is charity. His field of service is large. His
practice is growing from year to year. He is becoming an au
thority in this branch of surgery.
HUFFMAN, CHARLES HERBERT-Was born near
Bridgewater, February 27, 1887. He entered Bridgewater Col
lege Academy, September, 1908, finishing the preparatory course
in 1910; entered the college in 1910; graduated with B. A. de
gree, 1914. He received the M. A. degree from Clark University
in 1915. He entered the University of Virginia in 1915, receiv
ing the Ph. D. degree in E'nglish language and literature in 1920.
He has been teaching at Roanoke College and Harrisonburg
State Teachers College. Dr. Huffman finds recreation in play
ing golf. He is a member of the executive council of evangeli
cal churches, of Harrisonburg, and the educational committee,
Virginia Council of Religious Education; he is dean of the
school of religious education in Harrisonburg. His success is
attested by the responsible positions he holds in school and
community. Dr. Huffman and Miss Roxie Riddle, of Bridge
water, were married August 28, 1917. They have two children,
a son and daughter.
HUFFMAN, NELSON THOMAS-Was born at Rileyville,
Va., November 4, 1902. His family moved to Bridgewater in
1915. He graduated from Bridgewater High School in 192'0.
The years 1920-1925 were spent in the college, where he grad
uated from the music department in 1923. He took the B. A.
degree in 1925. He studied at the University of Virginia in the
summer of 1923; at Peabody Conservatory in the summers of
1921, 1922', and the regular session of 1925-26; studied with
Charles Cassel, 1924; vacation student, Hagerstown School of
Music, 1924; private student of D. A. Clippinger, 1927; graduated
from Peabody ,Conservatory of Music, 1929. Mr. Huffman's un-
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usual ability in music, combined with his wide training, won for
him the position of professor of voice and director of music at
the college in 1925, which position he still holds. He has ap
peared in many musical productions. He married Miss Bertha
B. Thomas in 1922. They have one daughter, Eleanor Christine.
Professor Huffman is a tenor singer of outstanding talent.
HUMBERT, REUBEN LEE-Virginia educator, now ex
ecutive secretary of the Virginia Polytechnic Institute at Blacks
burg, is a native of Rockingham County, born August 22·, 1900.
He graduated from Broadway High School in 1918. He entered
Bridgewater College in 1918; spent four sessions there, receiv
ing his B. A. degree in 1922. He was a graduate student at
Columbia University and the University of Michigan, receiving
his M. A. degree from Michigan in 1925.
Mr. Humbert enlisted for service in the World War and was
in training at Washington and Lee University from October 1 to
December 13, 1918, when he was honorably discharged. He was
principal of Timberville High School from 1922 to 1924. In
1925 he became a member of the Detroit Bureau of Govern
mental Research. He was secretary of the Harrisonburg cham
ber of commerce, 1926-27. In 1928 he accepted his present posi
tion, professor of economics and manager of the bureau of com
munity development, at Virginia Polytechnic Institute. He is a
member of Rockingham Union Lodge No. 27, A. F. and A. M.;
Rotary Club; honorary member of Tau Kappa Alpha; Virginia
Social Science Association, and Southern Commercial Secre
taries Association. Mr. Humbert and Miss Louise White Swope
were married in August, 1929.
LEATHERMAN, EDGAR A-Fruit grower, Rada, W. Va.;
born 1883, Burlington, W. Va.; entered B. C., 1899; graduated in
commercial department, 1903; connected with Statler Hotel in
Buffalo 1906-1909; returned to West Virginia in 1909 to engage
in apple growing; married in 1914 Miss Ella Wright; three chil
dren; president of Upper Potomac Fruit Exchange and Potomac
Farm and Orchard Co�pany, 1920-1930; director of Potomac
Fruit Growers and Appalachian Fruit Exchange for a number
of seasons; president of West Virginia Horticultural Society,
1928.
LONG, CHARLES E.-Was born March 13, 1867, in Rock
ingham County, Va. He spent part of two sessions at Bridge
water, 1908-1910. He is a business man of unusual ability, and
he has served his church in every task that has been given him.
He is a minister and elder of the Mill Creek congregation,
where he is much sought in time-:• of need for comfort and spir-
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itual advice. His community is appreciative of his solid worth.
In 1892 he married Miss Stella S. Stickley. Two children were
born to this union. Mrs. Long died a few years ago.
LONG, ISAAC S.-Missionary, Bulsar, India; born near
Port Republic, Va., May 13, 1875, son of William and Eliza
Long. Attended rural schools until ready for college. Entered
Bridgewater in 1895; B. A., 1899. Graduate student at the
University of Virginia and Moody Bible Institute, Chicago.
Successful teacher and evangelist. Went as missionary to India
in 1903. Just before starting to India he married (October 6,
1903) Miss Effie V. Showalter. They were located at Jalalpor
until 1911; at Vyara from 1913 to 1921. From 1922 to 1927 they
were located at Anklesvar, engaged in evangelistic work and as
principals of the vocational training school for three years. At
Bulsar, where they have been most recently located, Mr. Long
was principal of the Bible school. For about eight years he
edited Sunday school notes in Gujarati. He is recognized as
one of the greatest missionary leaders of the church. Mr. and
Mrs. Long are now (1930) in America on their third furlough.
They have four children, three of whom are students in Bridge
water College.
LONG, MRS. ISAAC S. (EFFIE V. SHOWALTER)-Born
September 25, 1875, near North River, Rockingham County, Va.,
daughter of P. H. and Magdalene Showalter. Attended Sunny
side (local) school and West Central Academy (Mt. Clinton,
Va.); taught school; B. E. from Bridgewater, 1898; teacher again
and mission worker in Baltimore. Married Isaac S. Long, Oc
tober 6, 1903. The next day they started to the India mission
field where they have worked ever since. At Jalalpor and Vyara
Mrs. Long, in addition to maintaining her home, did much work
among the women of the villages. At Anklesvar and Bulsar
she carried on her work with the women, taught some English
and Bible in the boys' vocational school at Anklesvar, and was
the first editor of the "Treasure Chest," a monthly magazine
written in Gujarati for small children. Her life in India has
been featured by danger and adventure, and has been crowned
with splendid achievement. She is now (1930) on furlough at
Bridgewater.
Mc-CANN, SAMUEL N. (deceased)-Graduate of Juniata
College; B. A. Bridgewater College, 1915; mission worker in the
middle west; teacher and financial agent at Bridgewater; suc
ceeding in establishing the college financially in one of its most
critical periods, 1888-1894; married Elizabeth Gibble, June 14,
1898, in India; two children; missionary to India, 1897-1907;
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traveled for General Mission Board, 1907-1909; teacher at
Bridgewater 1909-1917; hard student, untiring worker, a man of
strong convictions, coupled with an unusual gift of charity; ren
dered priceless service to the college.
MAIDEN, ARTHUR LEE-Born in Rockingham County,
Va., August 31, 1886. After the public schools, he entered
Shenandoah College at Dayton, finishing his course there in
1906. He took his B. A. degree at Bridgewater College, 1924,
and in 1924 was graduated Bachelor of Divinity from the Bone
brake Theological Seminary at Dayton, Ohio. He received the
degree of Doctor of Divinity from Lebanon Valley College in
1928. For two years he was secretary of the Sunday School As
sociation, and then returned to Shenandoah College as dean,
and in 1926 was elected president. Dr. Maiden has had marked
success in all his work. On February 16, 1907, he married Miss
Minnie Coleman, of Albemarle County. They have two chil
dren: Virginia Lee, born September 21, 1912, and Emma Jeanne,
born February 10, 1922.
MILLER, EPHRAIM RUFUS-W:as born at Spring Creek,
Va., November 28, 1872; attended Bridgewater College one ses
sion; graduated from the Medical College of Va., April 21, 1898;
did post graduate work at the Presbyterian Eye, Ear, Hospital,
Baltimore; at the New York Eye and Ear Infirmary, and at St.
Bartholomew Nose and Throat Clinic in New York. On Feb
ruary 16, 1899, he married Miss Sue V. Snell, of Dayton, Va.
They have two children, Francis and Wellington. For nine
years he practiced general medicine at Bridgewater. Since 1907
he has been a very successful specialist in Harrisonburg. Dur
ing the world war he was a member of the Medical Advisory
Board, and was active in Red Cross and Y. M. C. A. canvasses.
He has been outstanding in religious and civic enterprises of
his community. He is a deacon in the Harrisonburg Baptist
Church. During the first year of Harrisonburg State Teachers
College, he organized the Philathea Bible Class, which is com
posed of the Baptist students of that institution. He has been
the teacher of this class, with the exception of three years, when
he was out of the state. Besides taking care of a large medical
practice, Dr. Miller has found time for active church and com
munity service, and deserves his wide influence.
MILLER, JOHN DAVID-Physician, Bridgewater, Va.;
born at Spring Creek, Va., Miay 7, 1870; B. A., Bridgewater Col
lege, 1901; teacher in Bridgewater College, 1901-03; M. D., Med
ical College of Virginia, 1906; married, 1902, Miss Bertha Cline;
two children; member of County Board of Health; president of
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the Alumni Association of Bridgewater College; staunch church
man; college physician; many years a member of the board of
trustees of Bridgewater College; influence as a Christian phys
ician is widespread; considered by men of his profession as ex
pert in bedside diagnosis.
MILLER, J. QUINTER-Born near Mt. Sidney, Va., August
6, 1899; spent four sessions at Bridgewater College, 1916-1918,
and 1919-1921, receiving the B. A. degree in 1921. He received
his M. R. E. degree from Boston University in 1923, and is at
present doing graduate work toward a doctor's degree at Yale
University. He was director of religious education in Cleveland,
Ohio, for several years, having marked success in his work. He
is general secretary of the Connecticut Council of Religious
Education at this time, though a part of his time is given to his
school work at Yale. Mr. Miller and Miss Mae Hooker were
married August 7, 1924. They have one child.
MILLER, MINOR C.-W'as born near Mt. Sidney, Va., Jan
uary 16, 1889. He attended the public schools of Augusta Coun
ty. In 1910 he came to the college, receiving the degree of
B. S. L. in 1912' and the B. A. degree in 1914. He taught in the
public schools of Augusta County for several years. He then
pursued graduate study in religious education at Boston Univer
sity and received in 1921 the degree Master of Religious Educa
tion. His work since that time has been in that field. He or
ganized the first community school of religion in Bridgewater,
in 1921. He has been the inspiration of many in the training of
teachers and leaders in religion. He is a member of the college
faculty as professor of religion. He is general secretary of the
Virginia Council of Religious Education. In 1916 Mr. Miller
married Miss Agnes Shipman. They have six children.
MILLER, OMEGA L.-Was born at Sangerville, Va., July
19, 1891. He entered Bridgewater Academy, September, 1913;
completed preparatory course, June, 1915; entered the college,
September, 1916; received B. A. degree June, 1919; entered
Kirksville (Mo.) College of Osteopathy and Surgery, September,
1921; graduated with D. 0. degree June, 1925; practicing phys
ician in Harrisonburg since graduation. Has made marked suc
cess in his work. He finds recreaton in gardening and wood
working. He is active in community work through the Kiwanis
Club. Dr. Miller and Miss Eunice Early were married June 8,
1920. They have three sons.
MYERS, FRED P.-Lawyer and teacher; 456 Louisiana
Ave., N. W., Washington, D. C. Mr. Myers was a student at
Bridgewater for several sessions, beginning in 1903. Since he
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located in Washington City some years ago, he has pursued
university courses, graduating in law, among other things, and
has been active in educational and civic enterprises. His innate
modesty has consigned our questionnaires to the waste basket,
but it takes more than one basket (or bushel) to hide his light.
We understand that he is still living in single blessedness (?).
He is one of our most' loyal alumni.
MYERS, HORWOOD P.-Was born in Bridgewater, Oc
tober 25, 1887. Attended the college from 1896 to 1899, in the
primary department, with Mrs. Holsinger as teacher. Did not
attend the college in any other department. Attended public
school in Bridgewater and Manassas; private school; Randolph
Macon Academy. In 1907 went to Randolph-Macon College,
Ashland, Va., finished in 1911, with the A. B. and A. M. degrees.
Began active ministry by uniting with the Virginia M. E. Con
ference in the fall of 1911. Served the following charges:
Courtland, Southampton County; Onancock, Va.; served at
Camp Lee some months during the war in a religious capacity;
Emporia, Va.; Charlottesville, Va. President Blackstone Col
lege. Highland Park Church, Richmond, at present.
See
"Who's Who in America."
MYERS, MRS. J.C. (OTTIE SHOWALTER)-Broadway,
Va.; born near Port Republic, Va., August 20, 1879; student at
WestCentral Academy; B. E. from Bridgewater, 1899; teacher;
national president of the Sisters' Aid Society of the Church of
the Brethren from 1923 to 1929; active in church and community
service, in addition to home duties; able executive.
MlYERS, MINOR M.-Was born March 18, 1888, at Timber
ville, Va.; spent seven years at BridgewaterCollege, doing work
in the academy and the college from 1908 to 1915, when he re
ceived his B. A. degree. He attended the divinity school of
Vanderbilt University, 1915-17. Taught at B. C. 1917-18. Re
ceived B. D. degree from Vanderbilt, 1919. Missionary toChina,
1919-1926. Home on furlough, 1926-28. Unsettled conditions in
China kept Mr. Myers and his family in America during 192829. He served the College Street Church of the Brethren as
pastor durng this year. He married Miss Sarah Zigler in 1915.
They have two sons and a daughter. They were very happy to
return to Tai Yuan Fu, Shansi,China, in the fall of 1929.
MYERS, WELDON T.-Teacher, Spartanburg, S. C.; born
at Broadway, Va., October 25, 1879; B. A., BridgewaterCollege,
1901; M. A. and Ph. D. from the University of Virginia; teacher
at Bridgewater College a number of years; distinguished for
scholarship and literary abilities; head of the English depart-
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ment at Converse College since 1914; married Maude Kennedy,
of Florida; one daughter; member of the Phi Beta Kappa, the
Raven Society, etc.; author, "Relations of Latin and English as
Living Languages in England During the Age of Milton." See
"Who's Wiho in America."
NAFF, EDWARD DUDLEY-Teacher of music, Rich
mond, Virginia; L. A. B.; born 1880, in Franklin County, Va.;
attended Bridgewater College two sessions, graduating in the
music department in 1902; married Mary Clay Noell, of Roa
noke, Va., in 1916. After teaching music in seven colleges, in
various states, established private studio in Richmond in 1925;
now (1930) musical director of Station WRVA, Richmond, Va.
In summer of • 1929, by examination at Montreal, Canada, re
ceived degree of Licentiate of the Associated Boards (L. A. B.)
of. Royal College of Music and Royal Academy of Music,
London.
PENCE, MISS MABEL-A native of Tennessee; received
her early training in that state. She received a diploma in piano
at Washington College. She spent two sessions at Bridgewater
College, 1919-1921. She has studied music in Cincinnati and
Chicago under the best instructors in piano and voice. She has
taught in Virginia in public schools and private schools, and in
Chicago at Bethany Bible School. She has been soloist for the
Chicago Madrigal Club since 1924 and appears in sacred lyceum
and radio concerts. She is now at Mount Morris College as di
rector of voice. She has been marvelously successful as a
teacher. As an artist, she is said to have perfect intonation and
diction. She has an absolutely accurate ear. With these splen
did qualities she combines a pleasing personality which endears
her t.o her audiences.
ROLLER, J. SAMUEL-Minister of the Church of the
Brethren, Timberville, Va.; born February 1, 1872; married
twice, first to Frances H. Zigler and later to Ida Brower; six
children; graduated in business course at Bridgewater in 1894;
taught school; has given over a third of a century of service as
minister and elder to the church of his home community and the
Northern District of Virginia, without salary; made an enviable
record as a dairyman; an inspiration to those among whom he
serves and by whom he is highly respected and greatly loved.
SANGER, WILLIAM THOMAS-Born September 16,
1885, at Bridgewater, son of Samuel F. and Susan A. (Thomas)
Sanger; graduate of high school, South Bend, Indiana, 1906; B.
A., Bridgewater College, 1909; M. A., Indiana University, 1910;
fellow in psychology, Clark University, 1912-13 and March-June,
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1915; Ph. D., Clark University, 1915; L. L. D., Hampden-Sidney
College, 1926; married Sylvia Gray Burns, Burnsville, Va.,
August 20, 1913; son, Julian Douglas. Professor of history and
philosophy, Bridgewater College, 1910-12, professor of phil
osophy and education, 1913-16; registrar and instructor, Har
risonburg State Teachers College, 1916-17; dean, head of depart
ment of education and director of summer session, 1917-19; as
sistant in high school inspection of Virginia, 1917-19; special col
laborator and member field staff Virginia State School Survey,
1919; dean and professor of psychology and education, Bridge
water College, 1919-21; instructor in psychology, University of
Utah, summer 1920; in education, University of Virginia, sum
mers 1921, 1922; executive secretary Virginia State Teachers As
sociation and editor Virginia Journal of Education, 1921-22; sec
retary Virginia State Board of Education, 1922-25; president
Miedical College of Virginia, since 1925; member National Soci
ety for Study of Education, N. E. A., Virginia Education Associ
ation, A. A. A. S., Virginia Academy of Science, Richmond Acad
emy of Medicine, Phi Delta Kappa. Clubs: Westmoreland,
Kiwanis (Richmond), Colonnade (University of Virginia). See
"Who's Who in America."
SEESE, ANNA BOWMAN-Was born at Jonesboro, Tenn.,
1888. She spent two sessions at Bridgewater College before re
ceiving her B. A. degree in 1914. During the years from 1914 to
1917 s.he did post graduate work and taught at the college. She
received her M. A. degree in 1917. She has been in the foreign
mission field, China, for two terms. Since the unsettled condi
tion in China, she, her husband, and family have returned to
America, living now at Daleville, where Mr. Seese is teaching
and she is caring for their five children.
SHULL, C. E.-Was born November 13, 1888, near Center
ville, Va. He married Jane Harshbarger, of Weyers Cave, Va.,
in 1918. They have four children. He graduated from B. C. in
1913, and the following year entered the University of Virginia
to take graduate work in mathematics. In 1914 he accepted the
chair of mathematics in his alma mater, which position he has
held ever since, except for a year and a half while serving in the
World War. During the summer months he attended the Uni
versity of Illinois, Johns Hopkins, and Cornell, receiving the
M. A. degree from Cornell.
SINK, HOYLE H.-Was born in Davidson County, N. C.,
December 20, 1888; was a student of the• college for two ses�
sions, 1908-1910, receiving the B. E. degree in 1910. He studied
law at Wake Forest College, N. C. He has been a successful
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attorney at law in his native state, and is at present judge of the
superior court. He was sometime a teacher of English in Japan.
Judge Sink married Miss Kathleen Huley in 1920. They
have one child.
STRICKLER, R. E. L.-Was born at Timberville, June 7,
1877. He spent three sessions at the college, 1897 to 1900. He
went from Bridgewater to the University of Maryland for three
years, receiving there the degree of D. D. S. in 1903, and honor
able mention for special plate work. Dr. Strickler was left an
orphan in boyhood and worked his way through school. He has
always been a hard, conscientious worker. His large dental
practice rewarded his efforts very early in his career, and this he
has maintained for twenty-seven years. He has always been
active in the work of the church and community. He has been
church treasurer for fourteen years and has taught in Sunday
school many years. In 1905 he married Miss Nora Andes.
They have three sons.
TEMPLEMAN, E. BRYAN (deceased)-Attended B. C.,
1896-98. W'as a prominent lawyer of West Virginia; partner
with Hon. John W. Davis. Mr. Templeman died in Florida,
March 15, 1930. His brother, J. Percy Templeman, now pro
fessor in a Maryland college, was a B. C. student in 1901-02 and
1903-04.
WAMPLER, ERNEST M.-Missionary, Liao Chou, Shansi,
China; born near Harrisonburg, Va., October 23, 1885; first at
Bridgewater in 1906-09; principal of Timberville High School;
called to the ministry, he re-entered Bridgewater, graduating in
1918; missionary to China, 1918-22 and 28; B. D. from Yale Uni
versity in 1924; pastor at Morris, Connecticut, Freeport, Ill., and
Rocky Ford, Col.; married Vida Miller in 1914 and later Eliz
abeth Baker; one daughter.
WAMPLER, ISAAC S.-Teacher, George Peabody College
for Teachers, Nashville, Tenn.; born at Penn Laird, Va., in 1866;
graduate of Peabody and Washington and Lee University; pub
lic school teacher; principal of West Central Academy at Mt.
Clinton, Va., 1891-1902; an outstanding figure in his profession.
WAMPLER, NELIA-Missionary, Geer, Va.; born near
Weyers Cave, Va.; B. S. L. from Bridgewater in 1909; spent
fifteen years as teacher and mission worker in the Blue Ridge
mountains of Greene County; teacher and girls' matron in In
dustrial School at Geer since 1923; her life has counted mightily
among the backward peoples she has served so well.
WAMPLER, REBECCA CATHERINE (SKEGGS)-Was
born 1882, Greencastle, Pa. Graduate National Business Col-
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lege, Roanoke, Va., 1899. Teacher, same, six years. Three ses
sions at Bridgewater, graduating from Academy, 1910. Married
Fred J. Wampler, 1911. One child. Missionary in China, 191326. Secretary to director of Shansi pneumonic plague fight, 1918.
Mission treasurer six years. Treasurer, American Red Cross
Famine Relief, Operation No. 2, China, 1921. Treasurer, mis
sion famine relief work, 1920-21. Decorated by Chinese govern
ment for plague and famine work. Active in Sunday school,
church, and aid society work. Home, Richmond, Va.
WEST, MURRAY GUY-A native of Patrick County, Va..
was born July 25, 1901. He attended public school, for his early
education, Hebron Seminary for his high school work. He was
at Bridgewater College from 1922 to 1926, receiving his B. A.
degree in the latter year. He became a student at Bethany
Theological Seminary, in September, 1928. He was student pas
tor of Bridgewater Church of the Brethren, 1925-26; pastor, 192628; and is at present serving the North Liberty Church of the
Brethren, North Liberty, Ind. Mr. W'est has done splendid
work as evangelist.
WiEST, RUSSELL GRENFELL-Born at Vista, Patrick
County, Va., September 12, 1894, was a student in Hebron Sem
inary, 1915-18; entered Bridgewater College, 1918, receiving his
B. A. degree in 1922. He entered Bethany Theological Seminary
in 1928, and is still a student there. Entered Myer Both Art
School in 1930. Mr. West was pastor of the First Church of
the Brethren in Keyser, W. Va., from 1922 to 1928. He has been
student pastor of Batavia ,Church of the Brethren, Batavia, Ill.,
since 1928. In 1923 he married Miss Mildred Conner. They
have three children, two girls and one boy.
WINE, JOHN E.-Was born at Forestville, Va., July 31,
1889; student in Bridgewater College Academy, 1908-11, receiv
ing B. E. degree in 1911. Principal Quicksburg school 1911-12
and 1912-13. Entered Medical College of Virginia in September
of 1913; M. D., 1917. Interned at James W'alker Memorial Hos
pital, Wilmington, N. C., July, 1917, to March, 1918. Entered
U. S. service March, 1918, first lieutenant in Medical Corps; serv
ice overseas from August, 1918, to July, 1919; promoted captain
in Medical Corps, February, 1919. Began general practice in
Harrisonburg in 1919. Married Miss Nell Stuart Fennell, of
Wilmington, N. C., May 11, 1918. They have one son.
Dr. Wine's service in charge of hospitals in France was very
important. His work in Harrisonburg has been notably success
ful. He does much community work through the Kiwanis Club
and otherwise. He finds recreation in hunting and fishing.
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WRIGHT, HORACE K.-Missionary, Ahmednagar, India;
born in 1886 at Easton, Pa.; son of Reformed minister who later
moyed to Virginia; entered Bridgewater in 1900; received B. A.
in 1905; taught school at Mayland, Va., and Union Bridge, Md.;
received B. D. and M. A. from Princeton in 1911; pastor of
Sayre, Pa., Presbyterian church from 1911-1915; entered the for
eign field in January, 1915; married in 1919; four children; after
return to India from furlough in 1924, stationed at Ahmednagar,
where he is principal of Union Training School.
ZIGLER, MICHAEL J.-Teacher, Wellesley; Mass.; born at
Broadway, Va., 1892; married Leonora Early, 1917; two chil
dren; B. A. from Bridgewater in 1916; M. A. from Clark Univer
sity in 1917; instructor in Cornell University in 1918; Ph. D.
from Cornell in 1920; professor of psychology in Bridgewater
College, 1920-21; instructor in Princeton University, 1921-24;
professor of psychology in Wellesley College, 1924; summer lec
turer at Penn State, Ohio State, University of California, and
New York University; member Sigma Xi, American Association
for the Advancement of Science, etc.; contributor to journals on
psychology. Mrs. Zigler died March 22, 1930.
ZIGLER, ROBERT ("BOB")-Home Mission Secretary of
the Church of the Brethren, Elgin, 111.; born November 9, 1891,
at Broadway, Va.; B. A., Bridgewater College, 1916; married
August 10, 1918, Miss Amy Arnold; two children; student, Van
derbilt University, 1916-17, and Chicago University, 1925-6; Y.
M. C. A. secretary with the Marine Corps, 1917-19, at Paris Isl
and, S. C., being Camp General Secretary the last year; Home
Mission Secretary for the General Mission Board of the Church
of the Brethren since 1919; a friend to everyone, his high quali
ties of character and his untiring work have brought him to an
important place of leadership in the church.
GROUP II
ACKER, D. C.-Broadway, Va. Farmer and stockman.
ARMENTROUT, A. W.-Jefferson Hospital, Roanoke, Va.
Physician and surgeon.
BICKNELL, MRS. A. B. (ALDA CLINE)-Bridgewater,
Va.• First woman to receive B. A. degree at B. C.
BLAKEMORE, D. L.-Washington, D. C. Minister and
leader in the M. E. Church.
BOWMAN, I. D.-Philadelphia. Strong preacher of the
Brethren Church.

SONS AND DAUGHTERS

287

BOWMAN, SAMUEL M. (deceased)-College trustee and
philanthropist; founder of S. M. Bowman Endowment Fund.
BRENAMAN, GUY H.-Waynesboro, Va. Prominent at
torney and community leader.
BYERLY, WM. A.-Bridgewater, Va. Business man and
staunch alumnus.
CLINE, F. J.-Covina, California. Prominent dentist.
COFFEY, H. S.-Woodstock, Va. Prominent and growing
pastor of the Methodist Episcopal Church.
,COFFMAN, JNO. M.-Elkton, Va. Teacher, farmer, and
preacher.
COFFMAN, E. S.-Dayton, Ohio. Evangelist, and pastor in
charge of W'est Dayton Church of the Brethren. ·
CONNER, W. K.-Glendora, Calif. Pastor and evangelist.
CRIST, D. W,.-Le Verne, Calif. Minister and fruit grower.
CRUMPACKER, W. P.-Roanoke, Va. Widely known and
honored public spirited citizen.
CRUMPACKER, J. S.-Roanoke, Va. Minister and fruit
grower.
DRIVER, CARL S.-Vanderbilt University, Nashville, Tenn.
Teacher and graduate student.
DRIVER, W. F. (deceased)-Physician of New Market, Va.
EVERS, MANOLA-Bridgewater, Va. Teacher.
FISHER, NEVIN-Baltimore, Md. Music teacher and pi
anist of note.
FLETCHER, W. Z.-Jonesboro, Ark.· Prominent music
teacher.
FLOHR, MRS. EARL W. (ELLA MILLER)-Vienna, Va.
Missionary to Africa; now in United States.·
FLORY, EDNA-Ping Ting Chow, Shansi, China. :t-Jurse
in Ping Ting Hospital.
FLORY, WALTER S., SR-Bridgewater, Va. Teacher.
FLORY, I. L.-Elkton, Va. Business man.
FRANKLIN, WM. K. (deceased)-Instructor of music in
California at time of death.
FRY, WALTER E.-Harrisonburg, Va. Contractor, and
builder of "Charles Knox Cole Memorial Hall."
GARBER, MRS. JNO. A. (ELLA BEAN)-204 Fourth St.,
S. E., Washington, D. C.
GARBER, SAM. C. (deceased)-Physician in Illinois.
GARST, J. H.-Sebring, Fla. Preacher and bank president.
GEISER, JNO. S.-102 Lincoln Ave., Riverdale, Md. Dentist.
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GLICK, JNO. T.-Timberville, Va. Teacher, pastor, and
evangelist.
GLICK, J. PAUL-Harvard University, Boston, Mass.
Teacher, now graduate student.
GOCHENOUR, WM. J.-Maurertown, Va. Business man.
GOOD, J. H. S.-Dayton, Va. Principal of Dayton High
School.
HARPINE, JOS. D.-Woodstock, Va. Treasurer of Shenandoah County for eight years.
HAYS, HEBER M.-Chicago, Ill. Teacher and educator.
HESSE, C. G.-Roanoke, Va. Pastor.
HOLLEN, THOMAS B.-Bridgewater, Va. Miller, county
supervisor, and community leader.
HINEGARDNER, WIILBIE-Yale University, New Haven,
Conn. Research Fellow.
HOLSINGER, WM. H.-Williamsburg, Pa. Minister.
HOOKE, H. S.-Roanoke, Va. Prominent teacher and
school principal.
HOOKER, W. R.-128 North East 60th St., Miami, Fla.
Business man.
HOOVER, W. C. (deceased)-Preacher, farmer, and stock
man of Timberville, Va.; member Virginia lJouse of Delegates.
HOOVER, J. A.-Roanoke, Va. Business man.
HOOVER, PAUL-'Wlestminster, Md. Farmer and business
man.
IKENBERRY, L. D.-North Manchester, Ind.-Preacher
and member of Manchester College faculty.
KIRACOFE, E. S.-Bridgewater, Va.-Member of Bridge
water College faculty.
KRAMER, JNO. D.-Stuarts Draft, Va. High school prin
cipal.
LEATHERMAN, LENA-Miami, Fla. Teacher.
LOUDERBACK, MRS. C. C. (CORA DRIVER)-Stanley,
Va. Wife and mother.
MAY, EMORY-Weyers Cave, Va. Teacher and profes
sional athlete.
MENEFEE, WADE Wl.-Harrisonburg, Va. Business man.
MILLER, MRS. HILLIS (NELLE CRITZER)-New York,
N. Y. Minister's wife; formerly teacher.
MILLER, 0. S.-Bridgewater, Va. Preacher, teacher, and
farmer.
MILLER, E. W.-Tazewell, Va. High school principal.
MILLER, MRS. A. B. (LERA WAMPLER)-120 East
Washington St., Hagerstown, Md. Pastor's wife.
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MYERS, MRS. DEE (SALLIE GARBER)-R. F. D., Har
risonburg, Va. Formerly teacher. Mother of several Bridge
water College students.
MYERS, W. A.-Broadway, Va. Preacher, farmer, and bus
iness man.
MYERS, ARTHUR R.-Harrisonburg, Va. Rockingham
County Surveyor.
MYERS, MISS MAMIE-Broadway, Va. Red Cross Nurse,
serving in World War; also at State Teachers College, Har
risonburg.
MYERS, MRS. M. M. (SARA ZIGLER)-Missionary in
China.
MYERS, RACHEL-Durham, N. C. Secretary, Y. W. C. A.
NEFF, E. E.-Oakton, Va. Minister and farmer.
NISEWANDER, J. F.-Fresno, Calif. President California
Peach Growers' Association; head dried fruit division under
Hoover's Food Administration.
RALSTON, CHARLES B.-Staunton, Va. Prominent l:>us
iness man and president of the Fair Association.
RALSTON, JESSE-Sheldon, Ia. Minister and farmer.
ROLLER, CHAS. W.-Bridgewater, Va. Music teacher and
poultryman.
SANGER, W. H.-Weyers Cave, Va. Preacher and high
school principal.
SANGER, ISAAC-New York, N. Y. Artist whose paintings
have won distinction in famous exhibits.
SEE, ERNEST A.-Keyser, W'. Va. Commonwealth's at
torney.
SENGER, MRS. MARTHA CLI,CK-Home missionary and
church worker.
SHAVER, D. L.-Maurertown, Va. Physician.
SHOEMAKER, S. S.-Harrisonburg, Va. T·eacher and educator.
SHOWlALTER, RUSSELL-Roanoke, Va. Pastor.
SIPE, EDGAR-Bridgewater, Va. Merchant.
SMUCKER, C. ].-Timberville, Va. Farmer. .
SPITZER, GILBERT R.-Harrisonburg, Va. Business man.
STONE, JNO. B.-Churchville, Va. Physician.
STRICKLER, HARRY M.-Luray, Va. Lawyer and author.
STRICKLER, VERNON-Charlottesville, Va. Dentist.
THOMAS, MINOR W.-East Radford, Va. Member of
State Teachers College faculty.
THOMAS, 0. W.-Norfolk, Va. Teacher.
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VARNER, W. B.-Harrisonburg, Va. Member of faculty of
State Teachers College.
WAMPLER, JOS. W.-R. R., Harrisonburg, Va. Preacher,
farmer, and active churchman.
WAMPLER, B. F.-North Manchester, Ind. Music teacher
and business man.
WHITMORE, W. S.-Staunton, Va. Prominent surgeon.
WILL, HOMER-Pittsburgh, Pa. Teacher; now graduate
student at the University of Pittsburgh.
WINE, WM. M.-W'oodside, Del. Preacher and business
man.
WITTIG, I. P.-Broadway, Va. Merchant.
WRIGHT, MRS. FRANK J. (ANNA ZIGLER)-Greenville,
.Ohio. Wife and mother.
YOST, J. H. (deceased)-Prominent business man and civic
leader of Roanoke, Va.
ZIGLER, E. K.-Johnson City, Tenn. Pastor.
ZIGLER, HOWARD S.-Broadway, Va. Business man.
ZIGLER, S. D.-Broadway, Va. Preacher and farmer.

SONS AND DAUGHTERS OF DALEVILLE
By FRANCESE. HARSHBARGER
The best tributes that can be paid to any edu
cational institution have been paid to Daleville
by the lives of those sons and daughters who
have gone out into the world and have made suc
cesses of their chosen tasks in life. Within the
brief limits of these few pages it has been im
possible to include many representative alumni
of Daleville, and the work of selection has been
made doubly difficult in many cases by the almost
impossibility of securing information concerning
some who have gone out from the institution.
Relying on suggestions made by some of the
Daleville alumni best acquainted with her his
tory, a selection was made of men and women
who it is hoped may stand as approved represen
tatives of Daleville College.
"What do you consider is the best contribu
tion of Daleville to her sons and daughters?" was
the question sent out to these men and women.
In most of the answers received first place was
given to the high moral and spiritual atmos
phere with which that small Christian college
surrounded her children, or in other words, her
emphasis on high ideals. A large place was also
given to the close personal contact between
teacher and student, and there was a marked ap
preciation of the effort of teachers to build up a
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sane, wholesome Christian character in each in
dividual member of the student body.
In the fields of Christian leadership, mission
ary activity, public education, business, law, med
icine, and home-making, Daleville has produced
her quota of outstanding men and women. But
it is to be feared that an improper balance will be
placed on these several fields by perusing the fol
lowing pages. For example, Daleville has trained
many noble men for the Christian ministry, men
who are active leaders in their communities. It
has been impossible to include them all. Too
many have probably been excluded, since their
very numbers have made their selection difficult.
If, on the other hand, it has been somewhat
easier to select some who have been outstanding
as educators, even here, since the number of
teachers is so great, the number selected from
the list is necessarily limited. Practically the
same statement can be made concerning other
activities in which Daleville alumni have en
gaged.
CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP

In the field of religious education C. S. Iken
berry (Daleville, Va.) has been an outstanding
figure for a number of years. He first came to
Daleville in 1891 and received his B. E. degree in
1894. He was again at Daleville for the sessions
of 1897-8, 1912-14, and received in 1914 the de-
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grees of B. S. L. and B. A. In the meantime he
had taught voice and sacred music for three
years at Manchester College and had spent one
year at Bethany Bible School. His higher edu
cation was completed in 1920 when he received
the degree of M. R. E. from Boston University.
Rev. Ikenberry's religious activities have been
many and varied. From 1915 to 1926 he was a
member of the executive committee of the Vir
ginia Sunday School Association, and since 1928
he has been a member of the education commit
tee of the Virginia Council of Religious Educa
tion. He has been a member of the General
Board of Religious Education of the Church of
the Brethren since 1918, and from 1924 to 1928
he served as chairman of the General Sunday
School Board of the Church of the Brethren. He
has been professor of Bible and religious educa
tion at Daleville since 1921, elder of the Daleville
Church since 1925, and director of religious edu
cation in the Southeastern Region since 1926.
During the summer session of 1927 he taught re
ligious education at Bridgewater College. He is
at present on leave of absence from his teaching
duties.
A. K. Graybill (Nokesville, Va.) entered
school at Daleville in 1891, and received the de
gree of Bachelor of Pedagogy from there in 1893.
In 1910 he received the degree of Bachelor of
Accounts from Strayer's Business College, in
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Washington, D.C. For several years after leav
ing Daleville he taught school, and then entered
the railway mail service. From 1911 to 1916 he
was engaged in the merchandizing business, and
from 1914 to 1918 he held a postmastership.
Since 1927 he has been assistant postmaster at
Nokesville. An ordained minister in the Church
of the Brethren, he has for a number of years
been prominent in the work of his church, and for
the last six years has been elder of the Nokesville
congregation.
Cedric D. Layman (Roscoe, N. Y.) has had
an interesting career. He was born at Daleville
and received all of his early education there,
graduating from Daleville College in 1912 with
the degree of Bachelor of Arts. With the excep
tion of a brief term of work at the University of
Virginia and the principalship of the Troutville
High School in 1913, he was from 1913 to 1918
engaged in horticultural work. In 1918-1919 he
saw military service overseas and in the latter
year attended the University of Toulouse,
France. Returning to the United States he de
cided to devote himself to the work of the Chris
tian Church, and during the years from 1920 to
1924 he attended Columbia University and the
Union Theological Seminary in New York City,
receiving the degrees of M.A.and B. D. In the
meantime he held summer pastorates in North
Dakota and Canada. Since 1924 he has been pas-
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tor of the First Congregational Church of Ros
coe, N. Y. For three summers he has been on the
faculty of the Congregational Young People's
Conference for the states of New York and New
Jersey, and in 1929 was chairman of the Bible
faculty.
FOREIGN MISSIONS
Daleville can justly be proud of the courag
eous woman she has sent to the foreign mission
field, in the person of Miss Elsie N. Shickel (Roa
noke, Va.). She was born at Thaxton, Va., but
her childhood and youth were spent in Roanoke
City. She came to Daleville as a student in 1914,
having had some teaching experience prior to
that, and was graduated with the degree of Bach
elor of Arts in 1916. While at Daleville as a stu
dent and for one year thereafter Miss Shickel
taught home economics in the college. She at
tended Peabody College for teachers during the
session of 1918-1919 and received her Master of
Arts degree in education. From 1919 to 1921 she
was director of religious education in the Dale
ville Region. In the fall of 1921 she went to In
dia under the auspices of the General Mission
Board of the Church of the Brethren. Her first
year was spent at Bulsar in language study.
Then she was located at Anklesvar to take charge
of the Girls' Mission School there. She took up
the work with a will, and made and carried out
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plans for continuing the work beyond the grade
then taught. Her work has been carried on on a
practical and yet idealistic basis, that of teaching
to the native girls the dignity of labor and the use
of materials at hand. The school is still young,
so that its permanent success is yet to be deter
mined. Miss Shickel is an indefatigable worker.
She came home on furlough in 1928 and in 1929
attended Teachers College at Columbia Univer
sity in further preparation for her work. Ill
health prevented her from sailing for India in the
fall of the last named year. She is now con
valescing, eager to get fit in order to go back to
the work to which she has devoted her life.
EDUCATION

Daleville has produced a number of outstand
ing figures in the field of education, both in
supervision and actual teaching. Prominent
among these is A. C. Flora ·(Columbia, S. C.), a
student at Daleville from 1903 to 1906 and again
from 1908 to 1912. He received his B. A. degree
from Daleville College in 1912. He has taken ad
vanced work in the field of education at the
University of South Carolina and the University
of Chicago, and he received the degree of Mas
ter of Arts from the former institution in 1916.
His teaching career began in 1912, and from 1913
to 1928 he served as principal in South Carolina

SONS AND DAUGHTERS

297

schools, being head of the Columbia High School
from 1917 to 1928. Then he became superin
tendent of the city public school system of Co
lumbia, which position he still holds. Aside from
the profession of teaching, Mr. Flora has taken
an active interest in the moral, social, and civic
life of his community, as his varied activities
show. He has served as president of the South
Carolina High School League, president of the
Boys' Work Department of the Columbia Y. M.
C. A., president of the Columbia District, Boy
Scouts of America, president of the Columbia
Stage Society, president of the Department of
Superintendence of the State Teachers' Associa
tion, member of the Better Films Committee of
Columbia, member of the Kiwanis Club, the
Drama Club of Columbia, and of the "96 Club,"
associated with the National Department of
Superintendents.
David Wilbur Peters (Richmond, Va.) has
been intimately connected with the educational
developments of his native state. He spent six
consecutive years at Daleville, receiving his B. A.
degree in 1913. He also attended Roanoke Col
lege and Columbia University, receiving the de
gree of B. S. in education from the former insti
tution in 1925, and the degree of Master of Arts
from Columbia in 1928. Mr. Peters' career as a
teacher began in 1913. In 1921 he became super
intendent of the Northampton schools, and he
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held this position until 1926. He was a General
Education Board Fellow at Columbia University
in 1927. In 1929 he became superintendent of
public schools in Henrico County, and since July,
1929, he has been Supervisor of Secondary Ed
ucation, Virginia State Department of Educa-.
tion.
C. C. Shelburne (Christiansburg, Va.) re
ceived his early education in the public schools of
Montgomery County and at Milligan College
Academy (Tenn.). He came to Daleville in 1912
and graduated in the academy in 1913. Return
ing to Daleville in 1915, he completed the junior
college course in 1916. He has also attended the
summer sessions of the University of Virginia
and Columbia University; and, being in foreign
service during the war, spent one term in the
A. E. F. University, Beaune, France, in 1919.
Mr. Shelburne began his teaching career at
Riner, Va., in 1913. He was principal of Shaws
ville High School, 1916-17, and from 1919 to 1927,
and principal of Blacksburg High School from
1927 to 1929. Since February 1, 1929, Mr. Shel
burne has been superintendent of schools of
Montgomery County, Va.
One whose career has been rather closely
connected with his alma mater is L. C. Coffman
(Daleville, Va.). Spending a short time at Dale
ville College in 1902, he returned in 1904 and re-
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mained until 1909, receiving the B. S. degree.
Returning again in 1910 he finished the liberal
arts course in 1912. During the summers of 1926
and 1927 he attended school at Roanoke College,
receiving the degree of Bachelor of Science in
education. Mr. Coffman first entered the teach
ing profession in 1902. From 1913 to 1927 he was
a member of the faculty of Daleville College, and
from 1920 to 1926 he also served as treasurer of
that institution. Since 1927 he has been a teacher
in the mathematics department of the Jefferson
Senior High School, Roanoke, Va.
A very promising career was cut short by the
untimely death of W. K. Humbert in 1928.

Mr.

Humbert attended the academy and the college
at Daleville, graduating in 1916 with the degree
of Bachelor of Arts. He then attended Crozer
Theological Seminary and the University of
Pennsylvania, receiving his B. D. degree from
the former in 1919 and his Master of Arts degree
from the latter in 1921. For five years he taught
history at Daleville College. After the consoli
dation of Bridgewater with Daleville he entered
the Roanoke City public school system, where he
remained until his death. In the summer of
1928 he was elected principal of the Woodrow
Wilson Junior High School, having been pro
moted over a number of men who had been in the
system for a much longer time. He taught for
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only a week or so in the summer of 1928. After a
long struggle against streptococcic poisoning he
died on December 25, 1928. A man of high char
acter and brilliant attainments, his death was
much lamented by his professional associates and
by all who knew him.
W. C. Ikenberry (Roanoke, Va.) is one
among many of the Daleville alumni intimately
connected with the Roanoke City public school
system. He was at Daleville at several different
times, totaling seven years, and received his
Bachelor of Arts degree from Daleville College
in 1912. He later attended the University of
South Carolina for two years, and also the sum
mer quarter of the University of Virginia. He
holds the degree of Master of Arts in education.
His record as a high school principal began in
1912. In 1920 he became a teacher in the Jeffer
son High School, Roanoke, remaining there for
seven years. For the last three years he has been
principal of the Jackson Junior High School,
Roanoke.
John J. John (New Windsor, Md.), for many
years a teacher and minister of note, was born in
Roanoke County, Va. He was at Daleville for
two years within the period 1892-1895, receiving
the degree of B. Pdg. He spent one year at Man
chester College as a student in 1900-1901, and
after two years at Western Maryland College
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(1923-25) he received the degree of Bachelor of
Arts from that institution. From 1901 to 1928
he taught mathematics and allied subjects at Blue
Ridge College, at the same time serving as an
ordained minister in the Church of the Brethren.
For seven years he has been county surveyor for
Carroll County, Maryland.
A long and honorable record in the teaching
profession may be claimed by G. A. Layman
(Roanoke, Va.). Born and reared in the vicinity
of Daleville, all of his early training was received
there. From 1890 to 1900 he was a student at
Daleville College, receiving from there the de
grees of B. E. and B. S. He then attended Man
chester College for two years, receiving from
there the degree of B. A. in 1902. He received
his Master of Arts degree from Princeton Uni
versity in 1911. After holding several minor
teaching positions, Mr. Layman was elected a
teacher in the Roanoke High School, and has
continued to serve as such for eighteen years.
He is assistant principal of the high school, and
head of the department of history and social
science.
OTHER PROFESSIONS

Dr. P. K. Graybill (Fincastle, Va.) was at
Daleville College from 1892 to 1896, receiving his
B. ,E. degree from there in the latter year. He
attended Richmond College during the session
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1897-98, and then entered the University College
of Medicine, Richmond, Va., in 1900. He received
the degree of Doctor of Medicine in 1903, since
when he has been located at Fincastle, Va. From
1923 to 1925, in addition to his professional
duties, he served as judge of the juvenile -and do
mestic relations court of Botetourt County.
Dr. R. R. Reynolds (Massillon, Ohio) spent
his early years at New Castle, Va. From 1910 to
1912 he was at Daleville College, receiving in
1911 a diploma in piano and in 1912 his college
degree; while in college he was especially dis
tinguished on account of his musical ability. The
next two years were spent at the University of
Virginia, where he received the degree of Bach
elor of Science. He then took a medical course at
Johns Hopkins University. For one year (19191920) he saw active service in the U.S. Navy as
junior lieutenant, and the next year he was chief
examiner, Veterans Bureau. From 1921 to 1923
he was at Johns Hopkins University, specializing
in his particular field of eye, ear, nose, and throat.
This study was continued at the University of
Vienna, Vienna, Austria, in 1926 and 1928. Since
1923 he has been a specialist in eye, ear, nose, and
throat, and visiting specialist of Massillon State
Hospital. He has had a private practice in Mas
silon since 1926 and has been very successful in
his chosen work.
Several former students of Daleville have
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been very successful lawyers. Concerning one of
these, Judge Maurice Breckenridge, I have been
unable to secure information, but he is believed
to be located at Tulsa, Oklahoma.
Will H. Clark (Jonesboro, Tenn.) came from
Washington County, Tenn., to Daleville for the
session of 1916-17, graduating there from the
junior college. Prior to that, he had attended
Carson Newman College, and during the ses
sion of 1919-1920 he attended Milligan College
(Tenn.) and received from there his Bachelor of
Arts degree. For eight years he was a principal
in the high schools of Tennessee. In 1928 he re
ceived his law degree from Randolph Neal Col
lege of Law. In November, 1928, he was elected
state senator, and in April, 1929, he was ap
pointed clerk and master of chancery court at
Jonesboro. He holds these two positions at the
present time.
L. G. Scott (Bluefield, W. Va.) was born in
Floyd County, Virginia, but his youth was spent
in Patrick County. He was at Daleville from
1902 to 1904, receiving there the B. E. degree.
He attended Roanoke College and Washington
and Lee University, receiving from the latter in
stitution his liberal arts degree in 1908 and the
degree of Bachelor of Laws in 1911. Since then·
he has been practicing law at Bluefield, W. Va.,
and has become prominent in his profession.
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BUSINESS MEN

Daleville has produced her quota of the finer
type of business man. Benjamin F. Moomaw
(Roanoke, Va.) is a splendid example. He spent
about five years at Daleville, graduating from
there in 1897 in the English Scientific course.
After leaving Daleville he spent one year at
Juniata College, Huntingdon, Pa., and one year
at the University of Virginia, specializing in elec
tricity at the latter institution. For a number of
years Mr. Moomaw was known as a prominent
broker and as secretary-manager of the John C.
Moomaw Company estates and orchards at
Cloverdale, Va. He later became president of the
B. F. Moomaw Company. He has also been a di
rector of the Virginia Canner's Association, di
rector of the National Canner's Association, and
for two years president of the Virginia State
Horticultural Society. For the same length of
time he was a member of the National Fruit
Marketing Committee of Twenty-One appointed
by the American Farm Bureau, and he was one
of the nine directors organizing the Federated
Fruit and Vegetable Growers, Inc. Since July,
1923, Mr. Moomaw has been secretary of the
Roanoke Chamber of Commerce. He has always
been a loyal supporter of Daleville College, and
before his business duties called him to Roanoke
he was an active leader of the alumni.
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Another business man of prominence is Clif
ton H. Howell (Atlantic City, N. J.). He en
tered what was then Botetourt Normal College,
afterwards Daleville College, in the fall of 1898.
He spent two years at Daleville. In the fall of
1901 he entered Richmond College, graduating
from there in 1905. He then took a post-grad
uate course in the Massachusetts Institute of
Technology and a student course with the Gen
eral Electric Company at their factories at Lynn,
Mass., and at Schenectady, N. Y. Later, in 1908,
he entered the sales department of the General
Electric Company at Pittsburgh. In June, 1912,
he accepted the position of manager of the Cos
hocton Light and Heating Company, at Coshoc
ton, Ohio. This company merged with the Ohio
Service Company, and he was elected vice-presi
dent and general manager of the organization.
He continued to hold this position until June,
1923, when he became vice-president and general
manager of the Atlantic City Electric Company,
Atlantic City, New Jersey, which position he oc
cupies at the present time. This company serves
electric light and power to about one hundred and
fifty cities, towns, and villages in southern New
Jersey. Mr. Howell is also a member of the
board of directors of the New Jersey State Cham
ber of Commerce, the Atlantic City Convention
and Publicity Bureau, and the New Jersey Public
Utilities Association. He is a member of the At-
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lantic City Convention Hall Commission and
president of the New Jersey Electric Association.
D. P. Hylton (Roanoke, Va.) was born in
Virginia, but his childhood and youth was spent
partly in Louisiana and Florida. His family
moved to Daleville and he attended school there
for five years, receiving the B. E. degree in 1903.
His earliest connection with banking was with
the First National Bank of Troutville, in 1908.
He later accepted a position with the Central
Trust Company, of Frederick, Maryland, resign
ing from there to take up a pastorate in Pennsyl
vania. In the meantime he attended Ursinus
College at Collegeville, Pa. He became book
keeper at the American National Bank, Roanoke,
Va., in 1918. He was made assistant cashier in
1920 and cashier in 1926. Upon the consolida
tion of the American National Bank with the
Colonial National Bank in July, 1929, he became
vice-president and trust officer of the Colonial
American National Bank of Roanoke.
E. D. Nininger is another outstanding Roa-
noke business ma�. All of his early life was
spent at Daleville, and he graduated from the col
lege there in 1896 with the degree of B. E. He
then attended Juniata College for four years; and
in 1902 received the d�gree of Master of Arts
from the University of Pennsylvania. He at
tended school in Berlin, Germany, in 1905. From
1902 to 1910 he was a teacher in Philadelphia, and
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for the next two years he was president of the
Literary Bureau of Philadelphia. Since 1912 he
has been an orchardist and manufacturer of fruit
by-products at Roanoke, Virginia.
In Jacksonville, Florida, Herman A. Shaver
has become a very prominent business man.

He

was at Daleville from 1901 to 1906, graduating in
the English-Scientific course. He received his
Bachelor of Arts degree from Bridgewater Col
lege in 1909, and taught school for two years
after leaving college.

For twenty years he has
given his time to the food industry, pioneering
both in new territories and with new products.
He operates in Jacksonville the largest grape
fruit cannery in the country and has been actively
engaged in the development of the canned fruit
industry of the South.

He is president and man

ager of Shaver Brothers, Inc.

"Shaver's Prod

ucts" are sold all over the United States and, in
deed, over the entire world.

CHRISTIAN WOMANHOOD
Mrs. Ada Carter Devese (Mrs. W. 0. Devese,
Huntersville, N. C.) spent three years at Dale
ville at separate intervals, graduating from the
academy there in 1916 and from the junior college
in 1920.

She received her Bachelor of Arts de

gree from Bridgewater in 1922.

Her career as a

teacher began in 1910, and she continued to teach
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until 1924, with the exception of the time spent
in completing her education. She was married
in 1924 and since then has devoted her life to her
family and the needs of her local church. She has
always been an active church worker, more par
ticularly as a teacher in vacation church schools.
Mrs. Sarah Dove Boaz (Mrs. R. D. Boaz,
West Haven, Conn.) spent all of her early life in
the vicinity of Daleville, and her early training
was all received there, from the time she entered
the first grade until she received her B. A. degree
in 1914. She took an active part in student af
fairs while in school, and was the author of the
words of the college song, "The Blue and the
Gold." Later she returned to Daleville and spent
four years on the campus while her husband was
principal of Daleville Academy. Besides being a
home-maker, she has been very active in church
and social work. Her many accomplishments
make her in every way a fitting companion for
her husband, who is outstanding among the
younger leaders in the Church of the Brethren.
AN INTERESTING FAMILY

From a family of Reeds living at Oriskany,
Virginia, six brothers attended school at Dale
ville for two years each and their sister for one
year. The record of the family has been quite re
markable. All started to school with practically
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no money; they borrowed enough to get an edu
cation, and the older ones helped the younger
until all had finished their schooling. All have
had very successful careers.
Henry Reed, after two years at Daleville,
studied law at Washington and Lee University.
He was commonwealth's attorney of Botetourt
County, 1920-23. He has accumulated consider
able wealth from a successful career in the prac
tice of law.
Will Reed also attended Washington and Lee
after leaving Daleville. After teaching school
for a few years he spent two years in New York
City, engaged in construction work in association
with his brother Price. He then returned to
Troutville, Va., and has been cashier of the First
National Bank there for the past ten years. He
has always been a faithful alumnus of Daleville
and has responded loyally to the calls from his
alma mater.
Price Reed finished his college work at Roa
noke College after leaving Daleville. He taught
school for several years, and then found employ
ment with Lane Bros. Construction Company of
New York. He is now conducting his own busi
ness as a contractor in railroad and concrete con
struction in New York City. He has had a no
tably successful career.
Frank Reed also took his B. A. degree at Roa
noke College. He won the Cecil Rhodes Scholar-
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ship to Oxford University, England, where he
spent three years in study and travel. He later
studied law at the University of Michigan. He
served in the World War, then practiced law in
New York. At present he is general counsel for
the Electric Bond and Share Company of New
York, one of the largest companies of its kind in
the country.
Mont Reed, after attending Daleville and
Roanoke Colleges, studied medicine at Johns
Hopkins University, and later became a member
of the surgical staff at Hopkins, attaining a re
markable reputation as a surgeon. He is now as
sistant chief surgeon at Cincinnati General Hos
pital. For a time he was on a leave of absence
with the Rockefeller Foundation of Research in
Europe and Asia.
Hollis Reed, after finishing his college work
at Roanoke College, applied for admission at
Princeton University, at the age of nineteen. He
was at first refused, being told by the authorities
that they did not conduct a kindergarten depart
ment. A few weeks' trial, however, was enough
to convince them of his ability. He was admitted
and made a splendid record. He taught Latin for
two years in the Charlottesville High School,
took a law course at the University of Michigan,
served in the World War, and practiced law in
New York City until his death on May 4, 1929, at
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the early age of thirty-eight. Despite his youth,
he had amassed an estate of about $80,000.
The sister, Juanita Reed, had one year of
work at Daleville. She finished her education at
Stonewall Jackson College, at Abingdon, Va., and
taught school for three years. Then she married
Dr. Heuer, head surgeon at Cincinnati General
Hospital. She is now the mother of two splendid
boys.
EDITOR'S NOTE:-It may be that Professor J. Z. Gilbert
was at some time a student at Daleville. At any rate, he was
principal of the school from 1900 to 1903, and rendered an im
portant service in enlarging the natural history museum. For
many years he has been a distinguished teacher of biology in
Los Angeles, California.

◄

CHAPTER XII
BUILDINGS AND GROUNDS
By JOHN C. MYERS

T

HE small beginning of Bridgewater College
did not require extensive buildings and
grounds. Rented quarters were used for the
first three sessions. The school occupied a small
· building at Spring Creek, about four miles west
of Bridgewater, during the sessions of 1880-1881
and 1881-1882. The third session found the
young college in a new town and in somewhat
larger rooms. Class rooms were rented in the
large brick building on Main Street in Bridge
water-now Sipe's store. Pupils found boarding
places in the homes of the town.
The founder of the school was not satisfied,
however, with rented buildings and an uncertain
location. He dreamed of a permanent location
owned by the school, with buildings that would
better meet the needs of a college. A home as
well as class rooms should be provided for the
pupils. Consequently, this idea was preached
far and wide in the churches of the Valley. Suffi
cient interest was aroused to enable the promot
ers of the college to secure funds for the purchase
of ten acres of land and to erect a large brick
building.
The first land purchased was the ten acres on
College Street-about equally divided by the
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street-which is today the main part of the cam
pus. This property was for many years the en
tire real estate holdings of the college. An ele
vated spot overlooking North River to the south
and the town of Bridgewater to the west was se
lected for the first building.
This first building, erected in 1883-4, was a
three-story structure, eighty feet long and forty
feet wide. The first floor provided recitation
rooms, principal's office, kitchen and dining room,
and a chapel with seating capacity of about three
hundred. On the second floor were more recita
tion rooms, a study room for girl day students,
a library, and dormitory accommodations for
girls. The entire third floor was used for dormi
tory rooms for boys. The building was heated
by wood stoves. Plenty of wood ready for the
stove was to be found on the wood pile. At a
pump nearby the water necessary for everybody
in the building was available and each student
looked after his own needs. Students of that
day were able to get part of their daily exercise
by carrying wood and water to their rooms, the
extra flight of stairs giving the boys advantage
in this respect, an advantage they possibly did
not appreciate.
All departments of the college were housed in
the one building for a period of five years. The
ground on the northeast side of the street was
used for a garden to supply vegetables for the
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school. The part of the campus lying to the east
of the building, on the southwest side of the
street, served as a playground.
In 1888 a two-story frame building was
erected on the north side of College Street and
was given the name which it still bears-White
House. The boarding department was moved
to the first story of this building and the second
story was to be the new home for the young
women. This addition to the college plant pro
vided for a wider separation of men and women
students and also released valuable space in the
main building for recitation rooms.
On December 31, 1889, during the Christmas
holidays, the college suffered a severe loss by the
only fire of its history of fifty years. The main
building was totally destroyed. It was a severe
blow to the young institution, but the fact that
no lives were lost was a thing to be thankful for.
Had the fire occurred while the dormitories on
the third floor were occupied by students, a real
tragedy might have occurred. The origin of the
fire was never determined.
Discouraged, but unwilling to acknowledge
defeat, those in charge of the school immediately
decided to continue the work of the session. An
old factory building on College Street, opposite
the Presbyterian Church, was promptly arranged
to supply class rooms, and after a brief recess the
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work of the session proceeded. The young men
were again compelled to find homes in town.
The second large building program was un
dertaken during the spring and summer of 1890.
Those who had faith in the institution came to
the rescue in this hour of need. Sufficient money
was donated to justify the board of trustees in
erecting the buildings necessary to continue the
school. In this building program it was decided
to erect two buildings to take the place of the one
destroyed. It seemed best to have dormitories
in buildings separated from class rooms and ad
ministrative offices. Consequently, a dormitory
for men was erected on the site of the building
that had burned. This building, the original
Wardo Hall, was a frame structure eighty by
thirty-three feet and two stories in height. The
building was not beautiful nor were the rooms
commodious, still hundreds of young men who
lived there in their college days can testify to
happy memories of the old building.
The main building, afterwards named Stan
ley Hall, was erected directly opposite the White
House. It was a frame building seventy-six by
thirty-six feet with a front twenty-six by thirty
six. This building provided offices, recitation
rooms, laboratories, music rooms, library, and
chapel.
During this same year a wing thirty-three by
thirty feet was added to the White House to pro-
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vide more room for young women and also to
arrange for a larger dining room. This building
with some additions and changes in later years
still stands-the oldest building on the campus.
For forty years the college family three times a
day gathered in the old dining room. It was also
the scene of other gatherings. Many a student of
former years recalls the few precious minutes he
was allowed with his best girl on the front porch
after preaching service on Sunday nights. At
this writing the White House seems doomed to
pass out of sight if not out of memory. New and
better buildings have supplanted it.
The three frame buildings described above
served the college for a period of more than ten
years. Judged by modern ideas of college build
ings they would not rank high, nevertheless, they
represented real sacrifice by friends and support
ers; and friends were not so numerous as they are
today. During the years from 1890 to 1900 the
college had steady growth in reputation and in
fluence. The growth of 1ihe institution during
these years was also marked by increasing num
bers of students enrolled.
The constant growth of the school encour
aged a third building program and finally forced
it. Wardo Hall was filled with boys and the
White House with girls. Relief from this situa
tion was found by housing the overflow of stu
dents outside the dormitories in private homes.
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The most pressing need, however, seemed to be
relief from crowded conditions in Stanley Hall.
This building housed all teaching activities of the
college and every department was overcrowded.
The library room was so filled with book cases
and shelves that little space was left for the stu
dents who desired to make use of the books. The
ohapel was used as a regular class room. The
typewriting department, having outgrown its
quarters, encroached upon the privacy of the bus
iness offices. On the arrival of a piano, purchased
by the music department, it was discovered that
no space was available for it until a partition was
built to divide one of the small music rooms.
Rather definite plans for Founders Hall were
begun before the session of 1900-1901. The need
was apparent to all, but the money to meet the
cost was slow in coming. The board of trustees
desired very much to provide the building, but ex
perience had taught them that debt incurred in
erecting college buildings was hard to pay off.
They, therefore, insisted that money to meet the
cost of the building be secured before starting the
foundation. The estimated cost, not including
heat, was $12,000.00.
At commencement in June 1902 it was an
nounced that $3,000.00 of this sum had been sub
scribed. The money came slowly, but finally
work was begun early in the spring of 1903, and
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the building was completed in the early months
of 1904.
Founders Hall is a three-story, brick building,
forty by eighty feet. The first floor provided ad
ministrative offices, one large recitation room,
and a library room. The second floor was divided
into recitation rooms and laboratories for chem
istry and physics. The third floor was divided
into two large halls for the use of the two literary
societies, the Victorian and the Virginia Lee,
which have been rivals for nearly thirty-five
years. These organizations immediately pro
vided suitable furniture and beautified the halls
given over to their use. The first central heating
plant of the college was completed about the time
Founders Hall was ready for use. This plant
supplied heat to the four buildings on the
campus.
Great satisfaction was felt by all friends of
the college over the new building-Founders
Hall-not only because it gave enlarged facilities
so much needed, but especially because the build
ing itself was good to look at, substantial and
well built in every particular, and gave to the
campus more of a college air. But this beautiful
brick structure made the three frame buildings
look somewhat shabby and unsatisfactory.
The enthusiasm over Founder's Hall made it
easier to supply another pressing need, larger and
better dormitories. In contrast to the long pe-
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riod of planning and waiting in the case of
Founders Hall, Yount Hall (girls' dormitory)
materialized rather quickly. A large single gift
from a member of the trustee board no doubt
hastened the erection of this building. This do
nation was made on the following conditions:
"The within donation of one thousand dollars is
for the purpose of assisting in the erection of a
new ladies' dormitory at Bridgewater College,
Virginia. If no steps are taken toward the erec
tion of said building within twelve months from
date, the within agreement is null and void." The
paper bore the date of May 20, 1904.
Twenty-five years ago one thousand dollars
looked pretty good to those in charge of Bridge
water College, and no one connected with the
school at that time had any idea of losing by de
fault that magnificent gift. A special meeting
of the board of trustees was held and a resolution
passed forthwith to erect a new dormitory for
lady students. This was done less than six
months after the completion of Founders Hall.
Solicitors began at once to secure additional
funds for the building, which was estimated to
cost $10,000.00. It is needless to say that actual
construction was begun before May 20, 1905.
Work was pushed on the building during the
summer with the hope that it could be used dur
ing the following session. This was not possible
altogether, but when the student body returned
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after the Christmas holidays in January, 1906,
the new dormitory was ready for occupancy, the
rooms being fitted out with new furniture. A
very happy group of girls moved out of the
White House into their new home. A three
story, brick building, new rooms with wardrobes
in each, a modern bath room on each of the three
floors, and a parlor which took up one-half the
entire first floor! No wonder they were happy.
While Yount Hall came into existence with
surprising dispatch, the money to pay for it was
secured only after a mighty struggle. Many
made additional donations after subscribing
what they thought at first tlhey were able to give.
The final sum was made up by members of the
faculty. The women of the college community
secured money for furnishing the new parlor.
Sisters Aid Societies of the church contributed
generously toward furnishing the rooms of the
building.
In this manner a second substantial brick
building was added to the campus and provision
made for forty additional boarding students. An
other crowded condition was relieved. And yet
those in charge of the college could not rest sat
isfied until the boys could be provided for in like
manner. Even while the girls' dormitory was
being planned and built a dormitory for boys was
under consideration.
But a new Wardo Hall was not destined to be
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the next new building on the campus. During
the early spring months of 1907, on days when
the weather was such that ball tossers were com
pelled to remain indoors, the occupants of old
Wardo Hall began discussing the need of a gym
nasium. The more they talked about it the more
certain they were that such a building must be
secured. At first it was proposed to build a cheap
temporary sort of building, out of sight of the
street, behind the hill somewhere near the old
central heating plant. An effort was organized
by students to raise money for suah a building,
but when the matter came to the attention of the
college authorities, wiser counsel prevailed. The
final result was the present substantial building
which has served both as a gymnasium and au
ditorium for more than twenty years.
The erection of the gymnasium began about
November 1, 1907. By the end of the year the
brick walls were completed and were ready for
the roof timbers. But on December 30, while
the walls were still green, a windstorm of un
usual intensity passed over Bridgewater and
played havoc with the incomplete structure.
Those of us who were on the campus at the time
viewed with dismay the pile of brick and mortar
and broken window frames after the storm had
passed on. Only a part of the end walls were
left standing; the sides were razed to the floor.
In spite of this calamity, however, the building
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was completed before commencement in 1908, a
little more than a year after it was first consid
ered. The gymnasium has been a great asset to
the college and has made possible a .proper de
velopment of physical education.
The beautiful gymnasium, a dozen yards or
so distant from the west end of Wardo Hall, did
not serve to increase satisfaction among the
young men in their out of date dormitory. Many
students were compelled to find rooms in private
homes because there were not a sufficient num
ber of rooms available in the dormitory. The
trustees were, therefore, forced to arrange for an
other building.
The first plan was to build during the sum
mer of 1909, but the finances could not be as
sembled for that; however, during the summer
Elder S. N. Mc Cann conducted a canvass of the
college territory for building funds. By early
spring of 1910 everything was ready for a rapid
construction of the building. The site chosen
for the new building was the same occupied by
the boys' old dormitory. It was, therefore, neces
sary to construct the building in about four
months. This was accomplished. When the ses
sion opened in September, 1910, the boys took up
residence in a new four-story, brick structure, a
real palace in comparison to the old wooden
structure. The first building erected for the col
lege in 1883-4 had stood on the same spot, hence
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the present Wardo Hall is the third building to
occupy the site. This structure contains dormi
tory rooms for about eighty students. Its com
pletion had been delayed by other undertakings
-the erection of Yount Hall and the gymnasium.
It, therefore, met a most pressing need and no
doubt the attendance of young men students had
been cut down because of inadequate dormitory
accommodations.
The heavy building program which had cov
ered a period of nearly ten years, now ended, had
placed on the campus four excellent brick build
ings. The pressing needs of the institution had
been provided for. The friends of Bridgewater
College had again shown faith in the school by
liberal contributions of money. A long period of
rest in the way of building activity was to follow.
The first considerable addition of land to the
original ten acres was the athletic field of about
three acres on the northeast side of Broad Street,
just opposite the old college garden. This ground
was purchased in 1904.

Up to that time ath

letic contests had been held on the east end of
the southwest campus, where Yount Hall now
stands. Naturally students were leaders in this
expansion, and this excellent field was a big step
forward for college athletics.

A tight board

fence, eight feet high, was erected around the
field in the hope that paid admissions to the
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games would more than justify the cost of the
fence.
In 1923 a large level meadow between the
college campus and North River was purchased
and laid out for athletic purposes. Tihis field is
now called Riverside Field and will likely remain
as a permanent athletic field for the school. It
is equipped with track, baseball diamond, and
football field. The purchase of this field was
made possible by the liberality of several college
classes.
Ten years elapsed after the completion of
Wardo Hall before another building was erected
on the campus by the board of trustees. Other
buildings, however, were added to the college
property during the intervening years. The col
lege church, which stands on the northeast side of
College Street, was built by the Bridgewater con
gregation in 1914-15, and the James K. Wright
cottage became college property in the same year
by gift of the owner. The president's residence,
first owned by President W. B. Yount, was pur
chased in 1918. The George B. Flory residence,
known as the Red House, which stands opposite
Yount Hall, was added by purchase in 1919, and
has been used as a dormitory for girls. In 1920
1:ihe Apartment House was built to provide homes
for faculty members. Several other houses near
the campus belong to the college.
In attempting to carry out the provisions in
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the will of Samuel M. Bowman, whose large es
tate was given to the college, the board of trus
tees purchased about one hundred acres of land
north and east of the campus. A large barn was
built in 1921. This property was acquired with
the idea of making it an experimental farm in
connection with tihe teaching of agriculture in
the college. At the present time the farm is
operated by a tenant and is devoted largely to
dairying.
The S. M. Bowman gift, augmented by other
gifts which increased the endowment funds of
the college to nearly half a million dollars,
brought about some changes in plans for the fu
ture development of the college in the way of
buildings and grounds. Up to that time the col
lege buildings, excepting the White House, had
all been located on the southwest side of College
Street, and with but little consideration given to
the location of any future buildings. With in
creased resources, the trustees began to study
plans for future development of the campus. The
first plan for an enlarged campus was adopted in
1920. This plan proposed the location of the
main college building on Fourth Street, facing
west; and other important buildings were to be
located on Broad Street, facing south. The prop
erty between Broad and College Streets was to
be graded and beautified as the new enlarged
campus.
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The new, modern heating plant, located

southwest of the gymnasium, was completed in
1921.

It supplies heat for the entire institution

and has capacity to heat a number of buildings
yet to be added to the campus. At the same time,
when the heating plant was under construction,
the trustees were studying plans for a new dor
mitory for women-to be called Rebecca Hall.
The cost of this building was estimated at
$100,000.00 by the architect who prepared the
plans. Building costs at the time were very high
and sufficient money to build with was not in
hand. It was decided to postpone this under
taking, a wise decision in the light of the period
of financial depression which followed.
A big improvement was made on the campus
during the summer of 1927.

Stanley Hall was

moved back in line with the other college build
ings and a basement room was constructed under
the building for the chemistry laboratory.

The

outside appearance of the building was greatly
improved by adding a veneer of brick.

On

Founders Day, April 3, 1928, the name of this
historic building was changed to Memorial Hall.
The chapel is to be used as a memorial room in
which will be hung portraits or tablets in honor
of friends and benefactors of the college.
The Semi-Centennial Campaign for buildings
and endowment, which was inaugurated in 1925,
aimed at a large sum to provide several much
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needed buildings. The large increase in young
women students had long before overcrowded
Yount Hall. Girls were accommodated in the
White House, in the Red House, and in the
Apartment House. The boarding department
was very unsatisfactorily housed. Of these two
important needs, a new dining hall was consid
ered the most pressing. For many years the old
dining hall in the White House had been over
crowded. Likewise the kitchen was too small
and storage space and proper refrigeration were
lacking. Therefore, as soon as funds were sub
scribed the trustees decided to erect a new up �o
date building for the boarding department. An
architect was employed and plans were studied.
Before building operations were begun the
plans were changed so as to add a second story
to be used as a dormitory for girls. In this way
the building would meet two needs instead of one.
The location selected is on Fourth Street, direct
ly in the line of Broad Street, which has never
extended beyond Fourth Street. Construction
was begun in 1928. Many delays prevented an
early completion of the building and it was not
ready for use until the opening of the session in
September, 1929. The new dining hall is a beau
tiful building, more substantial and attractive
than any of the former buildings. The architec
ture is of semi-colonial design and the construc
tion is semi-fireproof. The walls are built of red
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brick with trim of Indiana limestone. 'The build
ing provides a large dining hall which will com
fortably seat two hundred fifty students, a mod
ern kitchen, abundant storage space, and electri
cal refrigeration. The second story contains.
fifteen dormitory rooms for girls.
If present plans for the future of the college
are carried out the main building on the campus
will be the administration building, and its loca
tion will be on the corner of College and Fourth
Streets.
The latest building to be erected thus far for
the college is the Cole Memorial Auditorium, a
gift of Miss Virginia Garber Cole, to perpetuate
the memory of Dr. Charles Knox Cole, a distin
guished American surgeon. Ground for the
building was broken with fitting ceremony at
commencement in June, 1929. The auditorium
was opened to the public on December 18th of
the same year. This building is in appearance
much like the new dining hall, and the cost is
about the same, $75,000.00. The normal seating
capacity of the auditorium is 681, with an emer
gency capacity of 800. The large, well lighted
ground floor serves admirably as temporary quar
ters for the college library. All college buildings,
except the Cole Memorial Auditorium, were built
with a large number of small gifts. The largest
gift had been one thousand dollars. The new
auditorium represents the benefaction of a single
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person. The structure thus far erected is only a
part of the building finally to occupy this site.
The administration section, to be added later,
will extend at right angles to the auditorium sec
tion.
Rebecca Hall, first planned in 1921, is still a
part of the college building program, although
the provision of dormitory space for girls in the
dining hall building will doubtless postpone the
undertaking for some years. It seems unfortu
nate that a dormitory to care for all the young
women living in the college has not been realized
in the Semi-Centennial building program. Re
becca Hall, as planned, will be located on the ele
vated piece of ground north of the large oak tree
which stands in Broad Street. Other buildings
to follow soon are a science hall and a library
building.
The plan for the development of the grounds
of Bridgewater College, shown opposite, was
prepared by the Landscape Service of Virginia
Polytechnic Institute. This service was rendered
without cost to the college and is greatly appreci
ated by the trustees. The landscape artist, in
. submitting the plan, made this statement:
"I am impressed with the fine opportunity the
college has of making the existing grounds into
an ideal college campus, one that could well claim
a place not only as one of the finest college set-
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tings in Virginia, but also as among the finest
of the entire country."
One considerable difficulty in realizing the
plan is the matter of roads which at present pass
through the campus. It is desirable to keep off a
college campus automobile and wagon traffic as
far as possible. Broad Street will likely be closed
so far as it extends into college property. Fourth
Street also will be closed if possible. It is the
hope of those who have charge of the develop
ment of the campus that traffic can for the most
part be directed over Dinkle Avenue, which
passes by the northeast boundary of the campus.
In order to carry out completely the artist's
plans for a beautiful campus, the buildings now
standing between College and Broad Streets will
have to be moved. The White House will be
torn down in the near future. The president's
home can be moved to another location, but the
college church will likely remain on the campus
where it now stands, at least for a good many
years.
If these plans are kept in view constantly as
money for development is supplied from time to
time, the work that is done will be permanent,
and in years to come Bridgewater College will
have a serviceable and conveniently arranged
campus, a place "of beauty and a joy for.ever."

CHAPTER XIII

POLICIES AND PLANS
By PAUL H. BOWMAN

I

N DISCUSSING the policies and plans of
Bridgewater-Daleville College it must be borne
in mind that Bridgewater and Daleville, while
separate institutions for a considerable part of
their history, were after all governed in the main
by the same general policies and ideals. The
Moomaws and Millers were active in the found
ing of both schools. The Beahms, ,Ellers, Den
tons, Niningers, and others who led in the move
ment at Daleville had been either students or
patrons of Bridgewater. These schools, there
fore, had in a measure a common source from
which to draw their ideals and inspiration, and it
is impossible to describe the major policies of one
without describing the policies of both.
The Founder of Bridgewater College did
more than name the new school when he had
printed on the front cover of the first catalog the
title, "Spring Creek Normal School and Col
legiate Institute for Males and Females." The
.purpose of the school was anonunced in that same
catalog in these words:
Though originated for the children of the Brethren
(or Tunkers, as they are sometimes called) and under
their immediate control, this school offers a hearty wel-
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come to those who seek knowledge. Having no endow
ment, it will depend on its own merits for success.

This statement was slightly revised and ap
peared in the second catalog as follows:
Though originated .for the special benefit of the Breth
ren ( or Tunkers) and under their immediate control to be
a home, church, and school for their children, where they
can receive an education free from the contaminating in
fluences of fashionable life; yet the Virginia Normal
School offers a hearty welcome to all those who seek
knowledge, regardless of sect or creed. Having no en
dowment, it will depend on its own merits for success.

The founders and leaders of the college must
have attached special significance to this state
ment, for it appeared in the catalogs with practi
cally no variation in statement for thirty consec
utive years and was finally dropped from the
catalog of 1910-11.
The first catalog of the college, which ap
peared in 1880, also contains other significant
statements. Concerning location, it is stated
that the "institution is located in Spring Creek, a
quiet, pleasant, and moral village of Rockingham
County, Virginia, ... It is free from saloons and
gambling houses and is surrounded by a beauti
ful and fertile country, with a generous, indus
trious, and thrifty people."
The principle underlying student regulations
was stated thus: "All rules and regulations may
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be summed up in one grand injunction, DO
RIGHT, and any young lady or gentleman who
is disposed to heed this injunction, need not fear
to come among us, but others are not solicited
and will not be tolerated in the school."
Concerning scholarship it is stated that "daily
records of scholarship and deportment will be
kept, from which term reports will be made to
parents or guardians of each pupil, showing the
pupil's diligence, standing, and deportment.
These reports will be true, and a failure to receive
the highest grade will be no evidence that the
pupils are not progressing as the grade of schol
arship will be high."
In another paragraph it is stated that "Co
education of the sexes is the only true method of
education. Their reciprocal influence will he
beneficial in the chapel, dining room, and recita
tion rooms. Their apartments of study and
places of recreation will be separate."
These statements set forth the policies of the
college in its beginning. It proposed offering
some vocational training especially for the teach
ing profession, but it also stood for a broader ed
ucation and culture as represented in "collegiate"
courses. The school was founded to serve the
youth of the church to which the founders be
longed but was not narrowly sectarian, for it ex
tended a welcome 1:o young people "regardless of
sect or creed." It offered its students a whole-
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some environment free from the "contaminating"
influences of society, especially "saloons" and
"gambling houses." It opened its doors to men
and women alike and placed around their re
lationship careful and sensible safeguards. It
aspired to be more than a school to the young
people who came-it also proposed creating for
them the atmosphere of "home and church." The
conditions of admission were, the purpose to "Do
Right" and a "thirst for knowledge." Student
progress was to be measured by high standards
of scholarship and was to be accurately reported
to parents and guardians. Finally, this new en
terprise was to stand or fall on its own merit. It
was without financial backing and proposed to
establish itself in public favor by doing a genuine
piece of work.
It is remarkable how the ideals outlined fifty
years ago in that simple little pamphlet, called a
catalog, have continued to guide the college in its
growth and development. Those conceptions of
what a Christian college should be have been to
the college like the needle on a mariner's com
pass. The institution has gone steadily forward
shaping its policies and plans under the inspira
tion of these ideals.
RELIGION AND EDUCATION. The pro
moters of Bridgewater College have insisted that
scholarship and education yield their best fruits
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when associated with religion. Hence, the
Church, the Bible, and the ideals of the Christian
religion have always occupied a large place in the
program of the college. The ideals of love, sac
rifice, and service have always been exalted as the
truest ideals of life. As a result of this emphasis
a large percentage of the graduates have gone
into the ministry and out to the mission fields of
the world.
It has been the purpose of the college to admit
students from all churches. Usually there are
about ten or twelve different religious bodies rep
resented in the college enrollment and the college
has sought to make better Christians of all who
come. Thus they are made better members of the ·
churches to which they belong. The advantages
of the college are extended to students without
reference to religious affiliation. The faculty has
been drawn from all Protestant churches, and
there is probably no Protestant denomination in
Virginia to which Bridgewater has not con
tributed ministers, missionaries, teachers, or lay
church leaders.
High standards of social and moral life have
always prevailed on the campus of Bridgewater
College.
SCHOLARSHIP. It has been the definite
policy of the college to uphold at all times high
standards of scholarship. The faculty has been
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chosen on the basis of character, scholarship, and
teaching ability. The library and laboratories
have been equipped for thoroughness of work.
Quality has always superseded quantity, and
extra-curricula activities have been kept rigidly
in the background of college life.
The graduates of Bridgewater have upheld
this tradition of their alma mater with dignity
and credit wherever they have gone. Nearly all
of the great universities of the East and Middle
West have admitted our alumni, and their records
have been creditable almost without exception.
An. official at the University of Virginia has
paid this tribute to Bridgewater graduates and
their work there:
During the ten years that I have been at the Univer
sity of Virginia, I have had many graduates of Bridge
water College in my graduate classes who have uniformly
done superior work. I have often remarked to my col
leagues at the University that graduates of Bridgewater
College could always be counted upon to do superior
graduate work.

Another university official has made this
s�atement in behalf of Bridgewater alumni:
We have found the Bridgewater College graduates
one of the best groups of graduate students we have had,
if not the very best group. They are well prepared, they
know how to work, and they are anxious to work. I do
not remember that we have ever had one to fail com-
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pletely. We shall be glad to take as many more as you
can send.

From another great university comes this
statement:
My contact with students from Bridgewater College
leads me to believe that you are doing high grade work.
One of your graduates has been a student in a number of
my courses and is writing his doctor's thesis under my
supervision. His work with me has been excellent. I
· regard him as one of the three or four best men I have
had in my classes during the past year. We hope you
will continue to send in men so well qualified to do
graduate work.

CO-EDUCATION. The founders of Bridge
water were not mimicing other schools when
they established a school for "males and fe
males." They were pioneering in Southern ed
ucation. Bridgewater is the oldest standard four
year co-educational college in Virginia. In 1880
the state university did not admit women and no
other co-educational college existed. Since that
time the University of Virginia has opened its
doors to women. William and Mary, Emory and
Henry, and Virginia Polytechnic Institute have
recently become co-educational.
Bridgewater led in this field of education and
has no regret for having followed the policy of
co-education. It has given us standards of cul
ture and refinement over which we may properly
rejoice.

338

BRIDGEWATER-DALEVILLE

THE SMALL COLLEGE. The founders of
the college believed in a school with a home at
mosphere and the personal touch. This is almost
impossible except in the small college. The pres
ent point of view of the college was recently set
forth in the following words by Dean C. C.
Wright in the Bulletin of December, 1927:
... It is a part of our program to limit the size of classes
and laboratory sections in order that the group may not
be too large for the most effective teaching. Students at
Bridgewater College are known to their teachers not by
a number, but by name. A serious effort is made to give
the students more than mere mass instruction. Each
teacher studies his students carefully as he notes their
progress, and if any student fails to make satisfactory
progress, an effort is made to discover what is hindering
his development. Where the class group is small and
where the teacher knows the student intimately there is
an excellent opportunity for the teacher to train the stu
dent to think. . . . .
There are more student activities in the small college
in proportion to the number of students than is the case
in the large college. Also by our careful regulation of
student activities the quality of their work is kept higher
than it would be otherwise, and under our point system
of control one student is not able to take the lion's share
of places of leadership. This gives a relatively large
number of students the chance to develop leadership.
It is not enough to develop leadership alone. The
welfare of society depends to a large extent on safe lead
ership. A leader who is not intelligent is dangerous. In
addition to intelligence a safe leader must have strong
character.

Therefore we labor with untiring zeal to de

velop in all of our students initiative in leadership, sound

POLICIES AND PLANS

339

scholarship, and sterling character. The service that a
college renders to society will depend on how well it suc
ceeds in developing these qualities in the life of each stu
dent-the quality of its work. This leads us to the firm
conviction that Bridgewater College can serve the church,
the community, and the state in the greatest possible way
by limiting the enrollment next year to 250.

Bridgewater has no ambition to be great from
the standpoint of numbers. We prefer to be a
small institution where the home atmosphere
prevails and where quality in the things of mind
and spirit take precedence over mere bigness.
A COLLEGE OF LIBERAL ARTS AND
SCIENCE. The following statement taken from
the current catalog describes the place whi°ch
Bridgewater has sought to fill in education.
Bridgewater is distinctly a college of liberal arts and
science. The recognized purpose of a college of this type
is to offer liberal, comprehensive training of four years,
with as much specialization as the time will permit. True
to this purpose Bridgewater provides courses leading to
1the Bachelor of Arts degree, but makes no pretense of
attempting graduate, technical, or professional work.
The aim here is to give the student skill in finding the
truth for himself, knowledge of what the race has done
and is doing in the pursuit of truth, the ability to evaluate
ethical standards, and the grace of mind and heart to par
ticipate in the intellectual and spiritual experiences of the
race. Bridgewater seeks to put quality first and to en
courage students to go elsewhere for courses not offered
here.
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In harmony with this policy the faculty has
steadily pushed the college work forward into a
place of pre-eminence. In 1920 the Music School,
the Commercial School, and the Bible School
were closed as such, and corresponding depart
ments opened in the college. The academy was
more definitely separated from th� college and
all degrees except the Bachelor of Arts degree
discontinued.
In the beginning the institution aspired to be
a college, but it was not until 1888 that a definite
college course was outlined. In 1891 the first
college degrees were conferred upon John A.
Garber, John M. Coffman, and George L. Brown.
These were the first college degrees ever con
ferred by an institution in the Church of the
Brethren. Bridgewater was therefore the pioneer
college in liberal arts among the Brethren people.
ATHLETICS. Bridgewater has always been
conservative in college athletics. In 1899 the col
lege had its first football team. Bridgewater
teams gave good account of themselves until
1904 when, on account of the abuses of the game
as it was then played, it was discontinued. The
college maintained teams in baseball and basket
ball until the summer of 1909. The trustees pro
tested at that time against the tendencies in in
tercollegiate athletics by eliminating them en
tirely.

Athletics were reinstated in 1913 under

New Dining Hall and Girls' Dormitory, Bridgewater College; Cole Auditorium at the Right
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carefully drawn regulations and were put under
the direct supervision of the faculty and trustees.
These were drastic measures, but subsequent de
velopments in intercollegiate athletics testify to
the accuracy with which these men read the
signs of the times in education. Bridgewater
does not tolerate professionalism, commercialism,
nor the abuses which inhere in the system of ex
pert coaches.
In 1927 the athletic policies of the college
were described in these words by the president of
the college in a statement presented to Coach J.
W. Miller, who was then entering upon his duties
at Bridgewater:
We have employed you not as a coach for a few men,
but as a Director of Physical Education for the entire
student body. Your status is that of a regular professor,
your salary falls in the regular salary scale of the college,
and your rank will be determined mainly by your post
graduate study and your years of service in this college.
You are responsibl,e, not to an exacting graduate man
. ager nor to the sport loving public, but to the college ad
ministration, the general faculty, and the trustees, as are
other members of the faculty.
No professional coaches will be employed as your assistants. Such assistance as is needed in your department
will be supplied as is done in other departments of the
college. Your success in this position will be measured
not by your ability to train winning teams, but by your
ability to develop in the students of this college a sane,
wholesome, and permanent interest in healthful physical
exercise, and to maintain in our intercollegiate relation
ships the spirit of fair play and clean sportsmanship.
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When you lead your teams from the gridiron, the dia
mond, or the gymnasium floor after they have played the
game clean and well, we want you to understand that in
the judgment of your associates you have done your work
honorably and successfully. We love victory, of course,
'but victory at the sacrifice of honor is regarded as defeat
in this college.
The buying of athletes from other colleges with schol
arships, self-help positions, secret subsidies, or by any
form of special favoritism not approved by the reputable
athletic and educational associations is not countenanced
in this college.
Your department is not expected to be the publicity
department of the college. We prefer to be advertised by
the qualities of intellectual and moral leadership which
we are able to develop in our students rather than by
their physical ability and athletic skill. Athletic sched
ules will be conservative and those colleges which uphold
sound athletic standards will be given a place of prefer
ence on our schedules. So far as your jurisdiction ex
tends you are expected to foster among the students of
the college clean and wholesome habits.
We are strictly opposed here to the exaltation of the
athlete or of granting special concessions of any kind to a
student wholly on account of his athletic ability. We
want athletic skill and physical fitness to have due credit
and recognition, but the chief honor, exaltation, and glory
belongs here to the man whose intellectual and spiritual
accomplishments overshadow his performance on the
squad.
It is necessary that you understand now that no stu
dent is eligible to represent this college on an athletic
team whose moral record is questionable and whose hab
its of life tend to impair his body or dull his mind; stu
dents whose academic performance is belc;,w standard and
whose spirit of sportsmanship is unsatisfactory will be
promptly withdrawn from the teams. I am happy for the
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assurance which you have already given of your whole
hearted endorsement of these principles.
Finally, I do not want you to rest under the impres
sion that you are called upon to lead a reformation in this
college. This statement sets forth no new policies to be
established but rather reflects what has been the athletic
creed of this college for nearly twenty years. We wel
come you to our fellowship and pledge you our full co
operation in a task which I am certain will bring to you
deep personal satisfaction and an opportunity for dis
tinguished service.

PLANS FOR THE FUTURE. The trustees
and faculty of Bridgewater-Daleville College
have no thought of any departure from these
major policies which have dominated this enter
prise from the beginning. It is their purpose to
do all within their power to foster and promote
within these institutions the finest ideals in edu
cation and religion. The promotions have been
and are dominated by four great purposes:
First: To build a college which is adequately
equipped. The trustees do not propose spending
money on useless frills, but as funds are available
laboratories, library, class rooms, and dormi
tories will be provided and equipped with the best
available material. The campus will also be
beautified and the surroundings of the college im
proved. The Semi-Centennial movement, which
is described elsewhere in this volume, was in
augurated in order to further advance this pur
pose. This movement has already added greatly
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to the efficiency of the college through increased
equipment. Auditorium, library, dining hall,
dormitory, new and enlarged laboratories, have
all been made possible. The movement also pro
poses to beautify the campus with shrubbery,.
walks, and trees. A carefully drawn plan for the
future development of the college has come out
of this movement and will be passed on to poster
ity as a guide for the development and expansion
of the college.
It is the plan of the board of trustees eventual
ly to locate a science building on the southeast
corner of the campus and to erect, as soon as
funds are available, a dormitory for women on
the east side of the campus, adjacent to the new
dining hall. Yount Hall and Wardo Hall will
then be remodeled and modernized as dormitories
for men. It is the hope of the trustees that a
library building may eventually be constructed
on the northeast corner of the campus and that
ultimately a modern church plant may be built
on the west side, facing into the campus opposite
the Cole Memorial Hall.
Second: To see that the college is adequately
manned. We recognize that no part of the col
lege equipment is so fundamental as its man
power. Modern equipment without great teach
ers is futile in education. It is therefore the pur
pose of the trustees to bring into the college fac
ulty great and good men who are ripe in experi-
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ence, thorough in scholarship, sympathetic with
youth, and masters in the teacher's art. Again,
the Semi-Centennial movement is providing for
the more careful execution of this policy. The
trustees propose heading every department in the
college with men holding the Doctor of Phil
osophy degree or the equivalent. The men of
the faculty are co-operating in this matter
through summer study, foreign travel, and leave
of absence for university study. The strength of
the faculty of the college is increasing year by
year. It is expected that the next few years will
witness more than ordinary progress in .this re
spect.
Third: To see that the college is properly
motivated. The faculty understands that the life
of the college is colored by its purposes. The
seal of the college expresses beautifully this ideal.
On the shield is engraved a beautiful and vir
tuous woman whose right hand is extended in
service and in whose left hand is a flaming torch
representative of the light of truth. In order that
we may not miss the message, on each of the four
sides of the shield are engraved the letters, T, G,
B, and U. These letters stand for Truth, Good
ness, Beauty, and Utility. It is the purpose of
the college to reveal truth, promote goodness,
discover beauty, and enhance usefulness. In per
forming such a function for our students we help
them to find God, for "truth is the thought of
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God, goodness is the character of God, beauty is
the perfection of God, and utility is the action of
God." This is the great motive which dominates
our college.
Fourth:. The trustees and faculty hope to see
the college glorified in its fruitage, which is good
ness of character and strength of personality in
the "sons and daughters" who spend their college
years within these "walls and storied halls."
Perhaps the greatest inspiration the faculty,
trustees, and benefactors of the college have is
the achievement of those who have come under
the influence of the college. The college has re
ceived through the years a great deal of crude
material from the hills and mountains and val
leys of Virginia and the South. But this mass of
human material has for the most part responded
. well, and Bridgewater and Daleville Colleges are
being glorified more and more in the pulpit, in the
class room, in the places of trade and business,
on the farm, in the offices of all professions, and
in almost every other important walk of life.

CHAPTER XIV

THE SEMI-CENTENNIAL

F

By FRED }.WAMPLER

IFTY years! Fifty years may appear long or
short, depending upon the standard with
which we compare them. They may also be sig...
nificant or insignificant, by comparing them with
less important or greater units of progress. The
first fifty years of the history of Bridgewater Col
lege is significant when viewed from either the
standpoint of educational sentiment in the
Church of the Brethren or the educational devel
opment in the Southland.
To get a picture of those earlier days, help was
solicited from those who were acquainted with
conditions in the church then. Elder J. Carson
Miller, in writing of that early period, says:
"Sentiment in favor of education was not
strong in the early history of Bridgewater Col
lege. When D. C. Flory opened his Normal at
Spring Creek he found it uphill work. The
Brethren were anything but unanimous in favor
of starting such an institution. Some predicted
that our young people would be led astray, and
that our boys and girls would be 'spoiled' if we
gave them an education. They looked upon the
school as the work of a 'wild theorist or crank.'
Bridgewater College, however, was not peculiar
in this respect. All of our educational institu-
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tions had the same road to travel. Other denom
inations had the same trials in starting their col
leges that we had in starting ours. People need
ed to be shown that education was a good thing.
The church was full of doubting Thomases.
"After the school at Spring Creek was con
ducted successfully for two sessions, and started
with a good opening at Bridgewater, it began to
be seen that the young people were making good
use of their time, and did not acquire a dislike for
real work. The sentiment in favor of education
began to grow. There were two things that
helped very materially to bring the cause of ed
ucation into favor at this early period. First, the
young people who entered the school at this time
were boys and girls who meant business and who
were determined to make their work count. Sec
ond, Brother D. C. Flory gave Bible instruction
along with other studies, especially to all board
ing students, thus showing that it was not the
purpose of education to lead the young away
from the church and religion, as many h�d
feared."
Continuing, Elder Miller writes:
"On June 2, 1904, Bridgewater College passed
formally into the ownership of the church. This
shows that it was gaining in confidence with the
Brotherhood. Brother S. Z. Sharp, in his Educa
tional History of the Church of the Brethren
(page 134), speaking of this period, says:
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"'The confidence of the Church in the school
was now secured, as never before, as shown by
the large attendance at the Bible Institute; also
by the increased attendance of students. The
average number of students from the beginning
of the school to this date was 120. In 1904-5 the
_attendance was 229, or ninety per cent above the
average of the twenty-four preceding years.'
"The growing sentiment helped to secure en
dowment and to better equip the college for
work. As endowment was increased and the
equipment of the college was improved, the col
lege became more and more helpful to her stu
dents. There was less difficulty in securing suit
able instructors, as she had largely educated her
own faculty, and the young men thus trained
were willing to make sacrifice and stand by their
alma mater. Again quoting from Prof. Sharp's
history (page 143):
" 'In studying the history of Bridgewater Col
lege, it will be observed that, from the "dawn of
brighter days" in 1895, to the present time, the
progress of the college has been steady and up
ward, materially, educationally, and religiously,
until it has reached its honorable position where
it now stands in the front rank among the col
leges of its own state, and among the colleges of
the Brethren.' "
In conclusion, Elder Miller says:
"As the value of education has been more ful-
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ly realized, Brethren have been more liberal in
their donations toward the work. Our people
· have been impressed not only with the need of
Brethren schools, but they have felt that they
must have schools equal to the best. The growth
of educational sentiment in the Church has been
a steady growth, a healthy growth."
Mrs. Kittie Danner Hoover, in writing of the
difficulties encountered, referred to the founding
of the school in the years so closely following the
Civil War as being one of the difficulties, because
of the slowness of the country overrun by the
war in recovering and the financial difficulty pa
rents had in sending their children to school.
Since so few could go to school, those who did
go were often looked upon with suspicion by the
less fortunate. In writing of this phase, she says:
"Anything more than a common school ed
ucation was practically out of their reach, and
consequently not to be approved of. Lots of our
church folks had forgotten, or never knew, the
fact that our church was started by highly ed
ucated men, and looked upon education as some
thing that was bound to make our young people
worldly, drawing them away from the true form
of worship. As a natural consequence, the few
people who could get a little more in the way of
education than the three 'R's' were apt to be
criticized and looked upon as 'stuck up.' What
applied to the individuals applied to the high
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schools-Bridgewater was little more than a high
school when I first knew it. A few sympathizers,
many criticizers, and some fighters were what the
institution had to work with and against. You
can see that the schools had to struggle for a
mere existence, and a hard struggle it was."
Continuing, she contrasts the present situa
tion:
"Now, fifty years after, they still have their
struggles, but all people are demanding educa
tion.

Public schools are everywhere and they

offer a more advanced curriculum than Bridge
water did fifty years ago. The sentiment for ed
ucation is such that no parent feels that he has
done his duty by his child unless he gives him
some college training. Our churches, many of
them, demand a university man for pastor.

If

criticism is heard, it is apt to be not that our
young people are attending college, but that they
do not go far enough in their college work."
Dr. W. B. Yount, who was president of the
college through the transitional period from 1892
to 1910, writes:
"No one can gauge exactly the enormous
growth of educational estimates and values
among the Brethren in the Shenandoah Valley
during the period you indicate, though positive
proof of such growth may easily be shown.-In
the spring of 1881, at the District Meeting of the
then Second District of Virginia, held at Timber-
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ville, the Brethren did not deem it wise to discuss
the need of a school for the children of Brethren
families before the District Meeting, but at the
close of the first day's session, at night, all sym
pathizers with the educational movement met at
Brother Emanuel Hoover's home, two miles
north of Timberville, and organized a plan and
elected trustees for what became the Virginia
Normal School, by taking over Brother D. C.
Flory's school at Spring Creek, as you know. I
was not at the Timberville meeting, but my
father and mother were. From what I heard
them say, I should judge that less than a third of
the ministers and deacons and active members of
the District were believed to be interested."
Rev. J. A. Dove, chairman of the present
board of trustees, writing in regard to the de
velopment of educational sentiment in the Dale
ville College region in the past fifty years, says,
"From a denominational point of view, it is quite
marked." He calls attention to the great change
in church leadership which has taken place in the
period, practically all the churches now being
supplied with college-bred men.
From the above it is seen what a great step
forward has been taken in educational sentiment
by the Church of the Brethren in the life history
of the Bridgewater-Daleville schools. Not only
has there been this change in thought in the
Church of the Brethren, but the sentiment in
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Virginia and the South has changed almost as
much. For instance, the present public school
system in Virginia started only in 1870; and in
1880, when Spring Creek Academy was opened,
although there were 555,800 children of school
age in Virginia, there was an average daily at
tendance in the schools of only 128,604. By 1910
this attendance had more than doubled, aggre
gating 259,394. In 1929 there was an attendance
of 437,861. In 1905 there were only fifty high
schools in the state. In 1928 there were 391 ac
credited four-year senior high schools and twelve
accredited junior high schools.
From the meager days of 1880 and 1890, with
a few pupils and poor equipment in buildings and
grounds, Bridgewater and Daleville have grown
through difficulties, working part of that time as
a double institution doing duplicate work. Now
the college has, combining the resources of both
Bridgewater and Daleville, a valuation of nearly
one million dollars and an enrollment of about
two hundred at Bridgewater and about one
fourth that number at Daleville. The graduat
ing class in the college this year will reach near
the half-hundred mark.
To celebrate the growth and ever enlarging
influence of the schools, the semi-centennial cam�
paign was launched. President Bowman, in his
reports to the board of trustees during the twelve
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months previous to October, 1926, said, among
other things, the following :
"The problem at the college is even more urg
ent. The improvements which are going on now
at Stanley Hall at Bridgewater will relieve the
congestion in our chemical laboratory for a few
years, but there are a number of other congested
conditions. We are running general biology in
two sections on account of our limited laboratory
space, and still it is over-crowded. Our physics
laboratory has scarcely half enough space for our
present demands and there will probably be a
thirty per cent increase in the physics enrollment
next year. The course in experimental psychol
ogy is dodging from place to place for lack of
laboratory facilities. The music department is
carrying on its piano practise in rooms widely
scattered and in places where it causes serious in
terference with other classes. The college chapel
barely accommodates our students now. If we
have a growth next year equal to the annual in
crease of the last two years, it will be absolutely
necessary to increase our chapel capacity. We
have more students in our dining hall than we
have ever had before. The new dining tables
which have been provided have increased the ca
pacity of our hall by about sixteen students.
Further increase in dining room space in the pres
ent quarters is impossible. Our kitchen equip
ment and storage facilities need complete renew-
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al. Every available space in Yount Hall is oc
cupied and we have fourteen women living in one
of our residences. Further increase in resident
students is practically impossible without a
larger dining hall, and an increase in resident
women is impossible without additional dormi
tory space. It is but a short time until we shall
face a similar problem in Wardo Hall.
"In these days a college can scarcely dis
charge its full duty to its students and community
unless it is equipped with a first class auditorium.
Lecture, drama, and music constitute an essential
part of the educational program of every college.
These educational agencies cannot be utilized
effectively without proper and adequate audi
torium equipment. In this respect Bridgewater
has been handicapped for years.
"The library is the heart of every efficient col
lege. From the standpoint of live material, our
college library is one of the most efficient small
college libraries of which I have any knowledge,
but its seating capacity, shelf space, and stack
room are inadequate. These problems cannot be
solved satisfactorily in our present quarters.
"There is another phase of our college prob
lem with which we shall shortly have to reckon.
The increase of our Freshmen enrollment has
made it necessary to divide the Freshmen class
into sections. Freshmen English is running in
three sections, chemistry in three sections, math-
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ematics in three sections, and French in two sec
tions. It is but a short time until some of these
courses will have to be run in four sections. For
the first time in the history of the college it has
been necessary to divide some of the Sophomore
classes into sections. This has been necessary in
French and history. Before many years this will
have to be extended to other subjects. This prob
lem makes faculty expansion inevitable and fac
ulty expansion means that the financial resources
of the college must be expanded."
The board of trustees decided to launch the
Semi-Centennial Endowment and Building Cam
paign for Bridgewater College and Daleville
Academy "for the purpose of better equipping
our schools to serve the church and the world."
The campaign was planned to be carried on
quietly and persistently until the year 1930 and
to be consummated in a great Jubilee Com
mencement.
The board of trustees have undertaken to
raise an endowment of $250,000.00, while the
alumni have undertaken to raise $250,000.00 in a
building campaign. Attention should here be
called to the wise plans for the endowment money
raised. The board's fourth resolution reads:
"All gifts for endowment shall be invested
and the income only used for sustaining and ex
tending the work of Bridgewater College and
Daleville Academy; and, in the event Bridge-

Cole Auditorium, Bridgewater College
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water College should cease to operate as an ed
ucational institution under the control of the
Church of the Brethren, then such income from
the endowment fund thus created shall be used
to maintain Daleville Academy; and, if Daleville
Academy should cease to operate as an educa
tional institution under the control of the Church
of the Brethren, then the income from the endow
ment fund thus created shall be used to maintain
Bridgewater College. In the event that both
Bridgewater College and Daleville Academy
should cease to operate as educational institu
tions under the control of the Church of the
Brethren, then this permanent endowment fund
shall be delivered to the General Educational
Board of the Church of the Brethren to be used
forever for the cause of Christian Education."
The Alumni Campaign was launched at a
meeting of the alumni at the Stonewall Jackson
Hotel, Staunton, on the evening of December 10,
1926. Dr. W. T. Sanger, president of the Medi
cal College of Virginia, was the principal speaker.
Hon. J. A. Garber, treasurer of Rockingham
County and later member of Congress from the
Seventh District of Virginia, had already been
made chairman of the Semi-Centennial Cam
paign. Other alumni of prominence accepted
membership on the Committee of One Hundred.
This was a special booster committee. Each of
these was to help secure ten other alumni con-
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tributors. These contributors were to make up
the Committee of One Thousand. Smaller gifts
from the 2500 other alumni were to make up the
rest of the $250,000.00.
The total pledges to the Semi-Centennial
Campaign up to December 11, 1929, have
amounted to $155,505.01. This sum was con
tributed by 523 alumni. Many more should join
this list by the time the campaign is over. Those
who have not yet contributed will want to do
their part towards making the campaign a suc
cess. All will want to repay some of their debt
to the college by helping her with equipment and
funds, which will make it possible to give the best
to the students who shall come to her in the fu
ture. Already two handsome buildings have been
added to the campus group by alumni effort and
generosity. Funds for other needed buildings
and endowment should be forthcoming.
Commencement for 1930 will be a real home
coming. Alumni who have not seen fellow-class
men since graduation will have the opportunity
of renewing old friendships. The newer build
ings can be seen and the improvements and
changes in the older buildings observed. Strolls
can be taken along old familiar paths-Round
Hill, Lovers' Leap, Berlintown, and along the
"fair, deep waters." A most enjoyable and re
freshing time will be had by all alumni who re
turn to commencement and the Semi-Centennial
Celebration of 1930.
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ALUMNI AND FRIENDS SUBSCRIBING $100.00
OR MORE TO THE SEMI-CENTENNIAL
BUILDING FUND
Andes, D. L. .........................Ft. Defiance, Va.
Bane, W. W.......................Burlington, W. Va.
Barnhart, Bessie ...........................Wirtz, Va.
Bethany Bible Class ..................Bridgewater, Va.
Bicknell, A. B. ......................
. .,Bridgewater, Va.
Bicknell, Alda B. .....................Bridgewater, Va.
Bittinger, Foster M. ..................B
. rowntown, Va.
. Blough, E. E. and wife ......, ............Manassas, Va.
Blough, Leslie E. ........................Belpre, Ohio
Boaz, R. D.and wife .....................Daleville, Va.
Boggs, Elizabeth .........................Dayton, Va.
Boitnott, John W. and wife ..,.., ........Timberville, Va.
Bowman, Berkley 0. ...............Union Bridge, Md.
Bowman, C.R. and wife ..............Bridgewater, Va.
Bowman, E. F. .............., .......Harrisonburg, Va.
Bowman, Etta M. ..................Harrisonburg, Va.
Bowman, Flora H. ..................Bridgewater, Va.
Bowman, J. B. .....................Harrisonburg, Va.
Bowman, Julia M. .....................
. ...Floyd, Va.
Bowman, J. Price ......, ..................Roanoke, Va.
Bowman, Miriam ........................Roanoke, Va.
Bowman, 0. F. ....................Harrisonburg, Va.
Bowman, Paul H. ....................Bridgewater, Va.
Bowman, Rufus D. .........................Elgin, Ill.
Bowman, Mrs.R. D. ......................, ...Elgin, Ill.
Bowman, S. I. ......................Harrisonburg, Va.
Bowman, Warren D. ...., ..,..............Farmville, Va.
Byerly, W. A. .......................Bridgewater, Va.
Cannon Branch Sunday School ...........Manassas, Va.
Caricofe, A. J. and wife ......,..,...........Chicago, Ill.
Click, C. A. and wife .................Bridgewater, Va.
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Cline, Chas. D. .......................Stuarts Draft, Va.
Cline, Frank P ...,.....................Hot Springs, Va.
Cline, Martha H. ....................Weyers Cave, Va.
Cline, Mary J. ..........................Staunton, Va.
Cline, Ray S. ........,...., ..........Harrisonburg, Va.
Cline, Ruth I. ........,..,.............Bridgewater, Va.
Cline, S. G. ...........
. ...........,......Staunton, Va.
Cloverdale Aid Society ................Cloverdale, Va.
Coffman, J. M ............................Elkton, Va.
Coffman, L. C. .......,....................Roanoke, Va.
Cole, Virginia Garber ...........
. ........Pomona, Calif.
Compher, Wm. J .....................Lovettsville, Va.
Conner, S. S. ....................Waynesboro, Penna.
Cool, N. D. .....................,....Bridgewater, Va.
Cosden, Ethel W ......................Southold, N. Y.
Cosden, Gilbert C. ......................Orange, N. J.
Cox, Marie T. ........................Bridgewater, Va.
Craun, Ernest B. .................,..Weyers Cave, Va.
Craun, J. Abe ........................,Bridgewater, Va.
Craun, William A. ..................Bridgewater, Va.
Crumpacker, E. C ........................Roanoke, Va.
Crumpacker, J. S. and wife ................Roanoke, Va.
Crumpacker, W. P. ..........,............Roanoke, Va.
Cummins, A. S. ........, ...........Natural Bridge, Va.
Cunningham, C. L. .................Purgittsville, W. Va.
Denton, Lula C ........................Cloverdale,
Diehl, J. P. ..,.........................Bridgewater,
Diehl, P.R. ............, ..............Winchester,
Dickson, J. N. ............,...........Bridgewater,
Dove, F. D. ................,.........Bridgewater,
Dove, J. A. ..,.........................Cloverdale,
Dove, Mrs. J. A. ......................Cloverdale,
Driver, Anna C ........................Timberville,
Driver, Frank S. ..,........,..........Weyers Cave,
Driver, W. E. and wife ..............,Weyers Cave,

Va.
Va.
Va.
Va.
Va.
Va.
Va.
Va.
Va.
Va.

THE SEMI-CENTENNIAL
Early, Annie ..........................,Bridgewater,
Early, Effie V........
. ...............Rockingham,
Early, H. C.and wife ..,....................Dayton,
Edmonson, W.H.and wife .............New Hope,
Eller, M.ts. Alice ....1 • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • ••• • Daleville,
Eller, H. C....., ......................Boone Mill,
Evers, Manola .............,...........Bridgewater,

361
Va.
Va.
Va.
Va.
Va.
Va.
Va.

Faw, Mrs.P. E..........................Roanoke, Va.
Fellowship Bible Class ...............Bridgewater, Va.
Fifer, Carson Lee ......................University, Va.
Fifer, Jesse S...........................Wyoming, Del.
Fifer, Virginia M.........,.............Wyoming, Del.
Fike, C. Ruth .......................,....Eglon, W. Va.
Flora, F. C.............................,Roanoke, Va.
Flora, H.B. .., ........................Boone Mill, Va.
Flora, J.Allen ...........................Roanoke, Va.
Flora, J.P.......................1 • • • • • • • • • Vinton, Va.
Flora, Quinton J......................Boone Mill, Va.
Flory, Anna F....., ...................,..Staunton, Va.
Flory, Earl D.and wife .............Washington, D. C.
Flory, John S. .......................Bridgewater, Va.
Flory, Virginia ......, ...............Washington, D. C.
Foster, J. M. .......................Spring Creek, Va.
Foster, Roy M.................Blue Ridge Springs, Va.
Frantz, Edw. and wife ............,..........Elgin, Ill.
Garber, A. C. ........................Timberville,
Garber, Anna R. ...................Harrisonburg,
Garber, B. B.........................Waynesboro,
Garber, D. B. ........................Waynesboro,

Va.
Va.
Va.
Va.

Garber, Edward F...................Harrisonburg, Va.
Garber, Frank Y......................Waynesboro, Va.
Garber, H.M. ..........................Staunton, Va.
Garber, J.A........................Harrisonburg, Va.
Garber, J. A. D.....................Washington, D. C.
Garber, J.M.........................Bridgewater, Va.
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Garber, 0. D. and wife ...............Bridgewater, Va.
Garber, 0. S. ...........................Roanoke, Va.
Garber, Paul N. .......................Durham, N. C.
Garber, Sara E. ......, ..............Washington, D. C.
Garber, W. F. .....................Port Republic, Va.
Garst, Herbert S. ....................Bridgewater, Va.
Garst, John and wife ..................Covington, Ohio
Geiman, E. C. and wife ...................Crimora, Va.
Glick, Effie E. ...........................Dayton, Va.
Glick, H. N. ......,....................Amherst, Mass.
Glick, J. Paul ..................,......Cambridge, Mass.
Glick, Mattie V. .....................Bridgewater, Va.
Gochenour, David T. ................Stuarts Draft, Va.
Gochenour, Mrs. D. T. ..............Stuarts Draft, Va.
Good, Virginia ........................Cincinnati, Ohio
Haney, R. A. and wife ....................Chicago, Ill.
Harlow, George W. ..............Philadelphia, Penna.
Harlow, Mrs. George W. ..........Philadelphia, Penna.
Harmon, Marcella E. ............, ..,........Floyd, Va.
Harris, W.M. ..........................Staunton, Va.
Harshbarger, C. P. .................Port Republic, Va.
Harshbarger, J. Charles .............Harrisonburg, Va.
Hartman, Guy N. ..................... Garrett, Penna.
Henry, J.M. . . . . . . . . . . . ... . . . . . . . . . , . ..Bridgewater, Va.
Hess, H. C. ........................Nanty Glo, Penna.
Hesse, C. G. ....,.........................Roanoke, Va.
Hillyard, J. Frank ......................Broadway, Va.
Hinegardner, Olive F . .. , .............Amherst, Mass.
Hinegardner, Wilbie S. ..,..............Amherst, Mass.
Holsinger, Amos S. A. .............Burlington, W. Va.
. ...................Chatham, Va.
Holsinger, C. K. .....
Hoover, Ferne R. .., .., .................Hamlin, W. Va.
Hoover, H. Allan ........................ Roanoke, Va.
Hoover, J. A. and wife ................., ..,Roanoke, Va.
Hoover, John H. .....................Timberville, Va.
Hoover, Lester D. ....................Timberville, Va.
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Hoover, Paul E. and wife ............Westminster, Md.
Hoover, Roy M. ........................Roanoke, Va.
Hoover, Saylor C.....................Timberville, Va.
Horn, Herman L. ......................Troutville, Va.
Howard, Aurelia Byerly ..............New York, N. Y.
Huff, B. W. .........................Ft. Defiance, Va.
Huff, C. N. ............................Troutville, Va.
Huff, Mrs. C. N. .......................Troutville, Va.
Huffman, E. L. .......................Churchville, Va.
Huffman, E. Viola ....................Churchville, Va.
Huffman, Nelson T. .................Bridgewater, Va.
Humbert, Frances ........, ..............Broadway, Va.
Humbert, Reuben L. ..................Blacksburg, Va.
Humbert, W. H. ................, .., ....Blacksburg, Va.
Humbert, W. K. .........................Roanoke, Va.
Hupman, Emma V. ........,.........Williamsville, Va.
Hurt, A. B. ........................Nathans Creek, Va.
Hylton, Bessie Lee ...................,.., ....Floyd, Va.
Hylton, J. W. ....................Bent Mountain, Va.
Ikenberry, C. S. .........................Daleville,
Ikenberry, Mrs. C. S. ....................Daleville,
Ikenberry, J. W. ........................Daleville,
Ikenberry, Minor ...
. .....................Daleville,

Va.
Va.
Va.
Va.

Jordan, R. P. ........................... Roanoke, Va.
Joseph, Gifford ..................., ..Harrisonburg, Va.
Kagey, Winnifred ........................Elkton,
Kahle, W. M. ...., ......................Daleville,
Karicofe, L. S. ........................Churchville,
Kinzie, L. N. ..............................Salem,
Kiracofe, Edgar S. ..................Bridgewater,
Kiracofe, Otis R. ..........,..........Bridgewater,
Kline, Wilmer M. and wife ..............Manassas,
Kramer, J. D. ......................,Stuarts Draft,

Va.
Va.
Va.
Va.
Va.
Va.
Va.
Va.

aq
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Layman, Dwight ....................Harrisonburg, Va.
Layman, I. D. .., ........................Daleville, Va.
Layman, J. W. and wife ................Cloverdale, Va.
Layman, L. N. and wife ..........,......Cloverdale, Va.
Layman, R. G. ........................Cloverdale, Va.
Layman, Mrs. R. G. ...................Cloverdale, Va.
Leatherman, Lena ................, ........Miami, Fla.
Leonard, F. L.and wife ...............Bridgewater, Va.
Lineweaver, Wm. S ..................Bridgewater, Va.
Linville Creek Aid Society ................Linville, Va.
Long, Effie V.............................Bulsar, India
Long, I. S. ..............................Bulsar, India
Long, M. Kate .............. ..........Bridgewater, Va.
Louderback, Cora A. ................
. .....Stanley, Va.
Marshall, Ella M. ......................St. Paul, Minn.
Mathias, V. L. .........................Bellview, Fla.
May, E. E. .........................Weyers Cave, Va.
McCoy, Eunice D. .................Moorefield, W. Va.
Miller, A. B. ..............,..........Hagerstown, Md.
Miller, A. L. .............................Dayton, Va.
Miller, Barbara J. .........................
,
Vienna, Va.
Miller, Bertha C. ............, ........Bridgewater, Va.
Miller, B. 0. .........................Blacksburg, Va.
Miller, Mrs. B. 0. .........., ..........Blacksburg, Va.
Miller, De Witt H ....., ..............Harrisonburg, Va.
Miller, Edna G. ..................Philadelphia, Penna.
Miller, E. R. .......................Harrisonburg, Va.
Miller, Elmer T. and wife .............Bridgewater, Va.
Miller, E. W. ............................Tazewell, Va.
Miller, E. W. .......................Waynesboro, Va.
Miller, H. G. ......, ..................Bridgewater, Va.
Miller, J. D. .........................Bridgewater, Va.
Miller, Lera W . .....................Hagerstown, Md.
Miller, Lula A. .......................Bridgewater, Va.
Miller, M. B. ........................ Bridgewater, Va.
Miller, Minor C. ....................Bridgewater, Va.
Miller, Mrs. Minor C. ................Bridgewater, Va.
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Miller, Mary 0. .......................Mt. Sidney, Va.
M'iller, 0. S. and wife ................ Bridgewater, Va.
Miller, Ruth F. .............., ............Dayton, Va.
Miller, Valley V. ........................Stanley, Va.
Moomaw, L. C. .........................Roanoke, Va.
Moomaw, Mrs. L. C. ....................Roanoke, Va.
Moomaw, Mrs. L. N......................Roanoke, Va.
Moyers, W. B. ........................Baltimore, Md.
Mundy, Mrs. Chas. .................Harrisonburg, Va.
Murray, W. K. ..........................Roanoke, Va.
:Myers, Fred P. ....................Washington, D. C.
Myers, John C. ........................Broadway, Va.
Myers, John T. and wife ..................Ballston, Va.
Myers, M. M. and wife ..........Taiyuan, Shansi, China
Myers, Mrs. S. B. ..................Fairchance, Penna.
Myers, S.Blair ............ ..........Fairchance, Penna.
Myers, Weldon T. .................Spartansburg, S. C.
Naff, W.W. ...........................Boone Mill, Va.
Pence, Samuel. ................... .....North River, Va.
Phillips, Mrs. Victor A. ...............Waynesboro, Va.
Pyle, Thelma ..........................Baltimore, Md.
Reed, C. C. ............, ....................Floyd, Va.
Riddel, C.T. ........................Bridgewater, Va.
Rieley, C. H. ...................,........Troutville, Va.
Rieley, Mrs. E. E. .......................Thaxton, Va.
Rieley, P. B. ........,.................Blue Ridge, Va.
Ringgold, E. S. and wife ..............Bridgewater, Va.
Ritchie, Susan ......................Harrisonburg, Va.
Rohrer, Ferdinand C...................Jefferson, N. C.
Roller, John M. and wife .............Harrisonburg, Va.
Roller, M. S. ........................Toms Brook, Va.
Rolston, J. E. ..........................Sheldon, Iowa
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Sanderson, John and wife ................Roanoke, Va.
Sanger, L. C. .......................Bridgewater, Va.
Sanger, Lina E. ......................Bridgewater, Va.
Sanger, M. G. and wife ..................Mt. Solon, Va.
Sanger, P. B. .........................Scotland, Conn.
Sanger, W. H. and wife ..............Weyers Cave, Va.
1Sanger, W. T. .........................Richmond, Va.
Sangerville Aid Society..............Spring Creek, Va.
Sangerville Aid Society No. 2 ..............Dayton, Va.
See, Ernest A. ........................Keyser, W. Va.
Shanholtz, Vernon N. ................Romney, W. Va.
Sharpes, J. S. .......................Harrisonburg, Va.
Sharpes, L. V. .....................Harrisonburg, Va.
Sharpes, Mrs. L. V. ................Harrisonburg, Va.
Shaver, D. V. and wife ..................Troutville, Va.
Shirey, Annie M. ..................Washington, D. C.
Showalter, G. B. ........................Roanoke, Va.
Showalter, Mabel ....................Weyers Cave, Va.
Showalter, W. J. ...................Washington, D. C.
iShull, C. E. .........................Bridgewater, Va.
Sipe, Edgar W. .....................Bridgewater, Va.
Sisters Aid Society ...................Bridgewater, Va.
Sisters Aid Society ..................Weyers Cave, Va.
Smith, C. B. and wife .................Bridgewater, Va.
Smith, C. H. ..........................McDowell, Va.
Smith, Mrs. C. H. ......................McDowell, Va.
Smucker, C. J. ..................... ; ..Timberville, Va.
Smucker, H. M. ......................Timberville, Va.
Starr, Edward M. and wife ...........Bridgewater, Va.
Surber, Lola W. ........................Roanoke, Va.
Thomas, D. S. ......................Bridgewater, Va.
Thomas, Ethel M. ...................Terra Alta, W. Va.
Thomas, I. F. .......................... Daleville, Va.
Thomas, Walter S. .....................Staunton, Va.
Thompson, H. D. ..............New York City, N. Y.
Thompson, Mrs. H. D. ..........New York City, N. Y.
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Thuma, C. R. ........................Bridgewater, Va.
Turner, E. L. .........................Broadway, Va.
Van Pelt, E. B. .....................Bridgewater, Va.
Varner, W. B. .....................Harrisonburg, Va.
Vest, Anna ...............................Floyd, Va.
Wadsworth, Mrs. Emma ............Pottstown, Penna.
Wakeman, H. E. and wife ................. Stanley, Va.
Wampler, Edna May ................Harrisonburg, Va.
Wampler, Fred J. .....................Richmond, Va.
Wampler, Hattie B. ....................Daleville, Va.
Wampler, John B. ..................Harrisonburg, Va.
Wampler, J. D. ....................Harrisonburg, Va.
Wampler, Minnie, Olive and Ethel......Mt. Sidney, Va.
Wampler, Rebecca C. ..................Richmond, Va.
Wampler, W. B. and wife ............Weyers Cave, Va.
Wayland, John W. .....'............Harrisonburg, Va.
Wayland, Mattie V. ................Harrisonburg, Va.
West, M. G. ..........·...................Chicago, Ill.
Will, H. C. .......................Pittsburgh, Penna.
Will, H. S. ..........................Twin Falls, Idaho
Williar, F. E. ..........................Mt. Airy, Md.
Wine, J. E. ...... ...................Harrisonburg, Va.
Wood, Geraldyn ...
. ........................Paris, Md.
Wright, Charles C. ..................Bridgewater, Va.
Wright, D. H. and wife ..............Waynesboro, Va.
Wright, Ernest S. ..................Weyers Cave, Va.
Wright, Frank J. and wife ...............Granville, Ohio
Wright, J. W. ........................New Hope, Va.
Wright, W. H. and wife .............Weyers Cave, Va.
Yagel, C. G. and wife .... .............Barboursville, Va.
Yager, H. L. .............................Chicago, Ill.
Zigler, Earl M. ........................Broadway, Va.
Zigler, J. D. .......................Ankenytown, Ohio
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Howard S. ......................Timberville, Va.
Leonora ......................Wellesley, Mass.
M. J. ..........................Wellesley, Mass.
M. Otto .......................Timberville, Va.
M. R. ...............................Elgin, Ill.

CHAPTER XV

MEMORIAL HALL
' AND FOUNDERS DAY

M

By JOHN W. WAYLAND

EMORIAL HALL, formerly Stanley Hall,
and during the first five or six years of its
history the main building at Bridgewater Col
lege without any name at all, faces northeast, on
College Street, which runs in front at a distance
of about 100 feet. Opposite, across the street
some sixty or eighty feet, is the old "White
House," facing southwest towards Memorial
Hall. The White House will shortly be removed.
Then Memorial Hall will be the oldest building
on the campus.
Part of the White House was erected in 1888
or 1889, before the burning of the first brick
building on December 31, 1889. The other part
of the White House, Memorial Hall, and the old
wooden Wardo, which was torn down some years
ago to make room for the brick Wardo, were put
up in 1890.
As already stated elsewhere, when the writer
first visited Bridgewater College in the autumn
of 1891, the White House, Memorial Hall (then
the main building without a name), and Wardo
Hall (then known merely as the boys' dormitory)
were the only buildings on the campus, with the
exception of a small, square,_ brick structure near
the well, in the rear of Wardo. The same was

370

BRIDGEWATER-DALEVILLE

true when I entered as a student in September,
1893, and for several years longer. The names
"Wardo Hall" and "Stanley Hall" first broke
upon my attention, so far as I now remember,
from a printed page, possibly of the little news
paper, "College Life," or the annual catalog,
about the year 1896 or 1897. It was my impres
sion that Professor Yount had named the said
buildings. To the best of my knowledge today
that impression was correct.
Stanley Hall, from 1890 to 1903 or 1904,
when Founders Hall was finished, was the center
of our college life; and for many years longer (al
most to the present) it was of unique importance
for the reason that the general assembly hall
(the "chapel") was therein.
This assembly hall (we always called it the
chapel) was outstanding and indispensable in our
daily program. Of course, the devotional relig
ious exercises with which we started every day
were held there. Professor Holsinger, or who
ever the leader of music was, would stand at the
front of the platform, announce the hymn, and
lead in the singing. A musical instrument, piano
or reed organ, was at the edge of the platform,
and was used in the instruction classes and at
special music programs, but was not used in the
religious services, either in the daily chapel de
votions or in connection with the preaching serv
ices that were held in the same room on Sunday
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nights. We sang without any artificial instru
ment, except perhaps a "tuning fork" in the
hands of the leader, to insure the correct pitch in
starting; and we sang all the better perhaps for
that reason. We had real singing.
Then Professor Yount would read a passage
from the Bible-the Psalms were favorites with
him-and make a prayer. It was the usual prac
tice for everybody to kneel during the prayers.
A mere bowing of the head wa� not regarded as
sufficiently reverent in the worship of Deity.
Then another hymn was sung. This was fol
lowed perhaps by a talk of educational or ethical
nature; announcements were made; maybe the
class schedule was wrestled with; or, if some of
the boys had been breaking over the rules, Pro
fessor Yount gave us one of his fine lectures.
They were fine. Even the worst offenders usual
ly admitted that. In the mature judgment of
many old students, Professor Yount's chapel
talks were one of the big factors in our college
life.
It was the practice for Professor Yount, or
whoever was acting president, or chairman of
the faculty, to conduct chapel services, make the
announcements, and take the lead in juggling
with the schedule.
Nobody who ever attended ·Bridgewater in
the early days can forget the making of the
schedule. It had to be done at the beginning of
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every quarter-whatever the length of the term
was. It was not merely a task of hours, it was a
labor of days. Every teacher and student was
present. The schedule was written on the port
able blackboard, which was propped up against
the lectern at the edge of the platform. The days
of the week served for headings along the top of
the board, the hours of the day served similarly
at the left-hand side. Straight, white chalk lines
intersected one a�other at right angles across the
black expanse of the board, and in the longitu
dinal spaces the names of the several classes were
written.
The problem was to arrange each class so that
every student who wished to take it could get it
without conflict with any other class that he or
somebody else had on his program. And it was
a problem! How many years it was before the
college schedule was made out in advance, print
ed in the catalog, and the students were required
to adjust themselves accordingly, I do not know;
but it was a long while.
Did we waste time on those often seemingly
impossible schedules? Perhaps we did. But
think, I beseech you, old comrades, what mem
ories would be absent from that old assembly
hall if the schedules had not been made that way
and therein! And those hard benches, with their
narrow seats and their equally narrow rear sup
ports! Can anybody ever forget the kink and the

Interior of the Old Chapel, Memorial Hall, Br idgewater College; Showing Portraits: D. C.
Flory at the end; W. B. Yount at the right
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pain in the small of his back after three or four
hours on those benches?
Who wants to forget it? I do not. It was
part of the hard training of a strenuous life-it
made men and women who have been dealing
rather successfully with hard berths and hard
problems ever since. If benches and problems
are too soft and easy, people are apt to be the
same way. Without those hard, narrow, low
backed benches and those perennial programs to
wrestle with, Memorial Hall would be lacking
something. The old blackboard is gone, but I
trust that nobody wiil ever dare to remove those
hard benches. They are an essential part of the
building. They have helped to make its history.
They have a real meaning in the lives of every
generation of students who have wrought there.
They·help mightily in reviving the memories in
making Memorial Hall.
The prayer meetings on Sunday mornings,
the Sunday schools on Sunday afternoons, the
big classes of the special mid-winter Bible Terms,
the vocal music classes every week day ( except
Saturday), and now and then the elocution class
or some other large group in the regular college
schedule met in the old chapel. Not only so, but
the literary sodeties had to use it for their weekly
programs until they were provided with quarters
in Founders Hall. If all of the oratory that
splashed over those hard benches and reverberat-

374

BRIDGEWATER-DALEVILLE

ed against the lofty ceiling could be collected on
phonograph records or unchained over the radio
it would afford entertainment, if not instruction,
for many generations to come. No doubt the
subtle influence of that oratory still lingers some
where in or about Memorial Hall. It is part of
the history, the sentiment, the poetry of the
place.
The annual revival meetings were held in the
old chapel, of course. All of the "old-timers" will
remember what crowds of people used to jam the
room from end to end and from side to side, night
after night, when D. L. Miller, or Wilbur Stover,
or J. A. Dove, or Henry Early, or Perry Fitz
water, or John W. Lear, or some other gifted
speaker brought his· stirring messages. Many of
the men and women who are now leading mem
bers of the surrounding churches made the good
choice in the old chapel, and there came forward
to give their hands to the preacher, amid the re
joicing of their friends.
I do not recall that a funeral service was ever
held in the college chapel, but several marriages
were performed therein. They add something,
no doubt, to the sacredness of Memorial Hall.
For many years the commercial department
of the college operated in a rather spacious apart
ment just 'at the rear of the assembly room. The
partition separating the one from the other ran
across the floor just back of the entrance to the
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chapel. More recently the partition has been
moved back a number of feet, so that the chapel
at present is much larger than it was years ago.
However, the lower sections of the old partition
were movable, and when we had extra large
crowds they were hoisted up.
The appearance and serviceableness of the
old chapel have been improved in late years also
by the removal of the two big stoves that used to
stand, one on either side, about two-thirds of the
way towards the front. And a couple of the big
windows in the northwest gable have been closed
up, thus making a rriuch better background for
the platform, and affording more space on the
walls for the hanging of portraits.
In Stanley ( Memorial) Hall were also the
offices, the library, the class rooms, the labora
tories, the small rooms for piano and organ prac
tice, and the primary room-the room at the
south corner on the main floor where Mrs. Hol
singer, Mrs. Myers, or some other good woman
taught the children. I now recall several deans
and one or two college presidents who started to
Bridgewater College via that primary room.
On the east side of the hall, near the entrance
from College Street, was a narrow box against
the wall, running up into and through the ceiling.
In it was the long rope that swung the college
bell, high up in the tower. How many times
Perry Fitzwater and Charley Trout and Harry
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Strickler and other student bell-ringers came to
that box, opened it, and pulled the long rope, year
after year, I do not know; but I wish somebody
did it still. One of the things I miss when I
come to the college is the sound of the old bell.
It still hangs in the tower. I hope it may stay
there. It is one of the sweetest voices of Me
morial Hall.
Fqunders Day was first formally celebrated
at Bridgewater College in April, 1920. As cele
brated, it was spelled in the singular, for it was in
special honor of Daniel C. Flory, who was in a
very real sense the founder of the institution; yet
the oldest brick building now on the campus is
called "Founders Hall," and is regarded as a
monument to many men and women who gave of
their lives and their substance to the struggling
school. But whether we think of Daniel C. Flory
as the Founder, or of many others with him as
Founders, we naturally associate Founders Day
with Memorial Hall.
This old building, some time Stanley Hall,
was moved back from the road some yards or
rods farther in 1927 and 1928, more nearly in line
with the other buildings on that side of the cam
pus; its walls were encased in red brick, and an
attractive entrance portico was constructed; it
was renamed; and it was designated and dedi
cated as a sort of college shrine in which are to be
collected memorials-portraits, tablets, and other
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fitting records of past days and past deeds that
have a continuing value.
On April 3, 1928, Memorial Hall was dedi
cated in connection with and as part of the
Founder's Day program. The assembly first
clustered about the entrance from College Street,
under the old bell, silent but ever ready above,
and there was unveiled a beautiful tablet to the
memory of the first board of trustees, thirty men
whose names are there written in bronze. A
little daughter of President Paul H. Bowman, a
great-granddaughter of Emanuel Hoover, one of
that first board, unveiled the tablet. The presen
tation address was made by Dr. William T.
Sanger, president of the Medical College of Vir
ginia, whose father, ,Elder Samuel F. Sanger, was
also on that first board. The tablet was accepted
by Supt. John C. Myers, whose ancestors were
active in support of the infant institution.
Then, up in the old chapel, the exercises were
continued. A touching prayer was offered by
Elder E. D. Kendig, of Augusta County, whose
name is on the tablet. Of all the thirty who were
active in the life of the school nearly half a cen
tury before, he was the only one present that day.
The chief address of the occasion was delivered
by Rev. Dr. D. L. Blakemore, one of Professor
Flory's boys at Spring Creek. And then a por
trait of President Flory was presented by his
youngest daughter. It was unveiled by one of
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his granddaughters, who was then a student in
the college. Dr. John S. Flory, president emeri
tus, made the speech of acceptance. The college
song was sung; the blessing of Heaven was in
voked; the assembly dispersed.
It was a day to be remembered. Days like
this in years to come will continue to enhance the
meaning of Memorial Hall and of Founder's Day.
On April 3, 1929, a portrait of Dr. Walter B.
Yount, who was president of the college from
1892 to 1910, was unveiled in Memorial Hall at
the celebration of Founder's Day. This portrait,
painted in Baltimore, was the gift of eighteen of
Professor Yount's "old boys," now scattered in
seven different states. But their memories and
their love came back that day to the old chapel.
Their gift has its place on the wall of the old
room, just above the spot where Dr. Yount used
to stand when he read the Psalms, made his fer
vent prayers, and gave those character-building
chapel talks.
The chief address of the day was delivered by
Professor J. Carson Miller, who was Professor
Yount's right-hand man at Bridgewater from
1892 to 1901, as already noted in this volume.
Another feature of special interest was the
presentation by the artist, Mrs. Rebecca Wamp
ler Bowman, of a painting of the little old build
ing at Spring Creek, in which Professor Daniel
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C. Flory, James R. Shipman, and others, met
their classes from 1880 to 1882.
To the portraits in Memorial Hall already
mentioned have been added others-those of
Samuel N. McCann, George B. Holsinger, D.
Newton Eller, T. C. Denton, and B. F. Nininger.
It will be observed that the fathers of Daleville,
as well as those of Bridgewater, are here to be
given recognition and held in due esteem.
Through all the years to come Memorial Hall
should be a monument and a shrine. In it will be
collected records and evidences of history-the
history of Bridgewater, Daleville, and other in
stitutions that have been joined in the benevolent
brotherhood of learning. It will be a monument
of devotion, of sacrifice, and of achievement; it
will be a shrine made sacred by the life and love
of sons and daughters who have here walked in
the cherished paths of their fathers and mothers,
striven with throbbing hearts towards the same
high goals, and bowed in prayer to the same God
in the same old chapel.
Memorial Hall and Founders Day have a rich
meaning already; at the end of the next half-cen
tury that meaning will be more than doubled.
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CHAPTER XVI
AS I REMEMBER

A

ByJ.A.GARBER

S I REMEMBER, it was the first Monday in
June, 1897, that a wondering country lad
came to the grounds of Bridgewater College for
the first time to commencement. The fact that
he had walked from Harrisonburg to Bridge
water through the mud and rain-for he had
missed the "hack" that then traversed this seven
miles of miserable road, for the convenience of
students and others-may have moistened a new
suit and muddied a new pair of shoes, but it in no·
way dampened the spirit that burned in the
breast of this youth, for he had come to see first
hand the wonders of his future alma mater.
I remember well my disappointment at the
appearance of the boys' home. As I looked at old
Wardo for the first time I thought, "How like a
two-story chicken house, without a scratching
shed!" Stanley Hall was more impressive. The
large windows, the tower and bell, and the audi
torium with its high ceiling, impressed me as
approaching the dignity to be expected of a col
lege plant. The White House, that housed the
girls and the dining hall, seemed to me quite mod
est. I remember seeing a number of young men
and ladies loitering around on the front porch of
this building, blissfully unconcerned about the
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absence of social conveniences. They seemed to
experience no difficulty in tete-a-teteing on the
balustrade surrounding the porch.
Whatever may have been wanting in the
buildings to measure up to my expectations was
more than compensated for in the programs that
followed. Such music and oratory! Professor
George B. Holsinger directed the choruses with
marvelous skill. It was wonderful to hear a hun
dred or more voices respond as one to the urging
of his baton. The_music was now gentle as the
murmuring meadow brook, and now, in a mighty
crescendo, like the voice of a roaring cataract;
and then it would all die away in infinite sweet
ness like the voice of a distant nightingale at
quiet eventide. As I remember, Professor Hol
singer's voice possessed a native richness, a
charming sweetness, that I have never heard ex
celled except by the great Caruso. Fortunate in
deed was Bridgewater College in securing the
services in these early days of a director of music
of such marked talent and broad training in the
fundamentals of his great art.
The next morning the orators orated. I re
member this as an occasion of real fireworks. If
Justus Cline lacked anything in logical sequence
of thought, he amply made up for this shortcom
ing in the enthusiasm and eloquence of his de
livery. His rich, sonorous voice captivated his
audience. And then followed that tall, angular
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son of Shenandoah, John Walter Wayland-the
careful student, faultless in his logic, rich in
thought, and matchless in his choice of English.
Even as a lad-and thirty-three years ago boys of
eighteen were lads-I realized that you listen to
one speaker for what he has to say, and to an
other because of the manner in which he says it.
This raises the time-old question with regard to
a speaker; which is the more important, the
thought or the delivery? I answer, both. The
man who has nothing to say, however well he
may say it, cannot hope to move people for any
length of time or with any degree of permanency;
while he of the most profound thought can
neither inspire nor convert if he is unable to
vitalize his thought through the spoken word.
The effective speaker not only instructs the mind_
but moves the heart.
I remember, too, with what grace and charm
the young ladies recited their choice selections.
"Curfew Shall Not Ring Tonight" had an en
tirely new beauty when decorated with proper
gesture and adequate cadences and swells. As I
remember, I was profoundly impressed with the
possible achievements to be attained in the field
of expression; and later on this early impression
had much to do with my pursuing this special
line of study. All the selections were either som
ber or dramatic. Commencement was vested
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with too much dignity to permit the intrusion of
any humor.
By the end of another day commencement
was over. I had met a number of the boys, and
to my surprise was not especially awed with their
learning or importance. In fact, they appeared
real fellows, and I liked them. President Yount,
in h'is gentle, gracious manner had assured me
that a warm welcome would be awaiting me in
September. I returned to the farm and the plow
dreaming dreams and painting pictures. My
three days' visit had forcefully, if somewhat
vaguely, suggested to my young mind the pos
sibilities of human growth and achievement. I
was fired with ambitions that I have never en
tirely lost.
The summer of 1897 was the shortest I had
ever known. September with its wondrous prom
ises arrived. My sister Sallie and I were among
the first to reach the college, but all day long
they came-short ones, long ones, thin ones, fat
ones; and the girls ! but I was too young to notice
them. As I remember, however, certain young
men of the upper classes-especially Isaac S.
Long and John C. Myers-found some of these
young ladies very easy on their eyes !
A few days of adjustment, including mild
hazing and the like, and we were in action, with
everything running smoothly; or rather, I should
say, nearly everything; for it was many moons
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before I could adjust my appetite to the meager
offerings of the dining table. In those days we
didn't know anything about microbes or calories.
The college menu had not yet been reduced to a
fine science. The cooks-we had no chefs then
placed before us what they had, and we ate it and
offered up a silent and earnest prayer that a more
liberal portion might be found the next time.
The food was plain-sometimes painfully plain
but it was wholesome. What mysteries, though,
surrounded some of those dishes! To my dying
day I shall continue to wish that I might have
learned some of their names. That particular
concoction that we used to call "junk" shall ever
remain with me a mysterious memory. As I
write these words after a third of a century I can
see, taste, and smell that weird enigma; but it
must have possessed the elements of health with
in its unsightly form, for we all grew fat on it ._
It was here that I learned to drink coffee; and
going on the general principle that obtained in
the dining hall, to take all of everything you
could get, I learned to drink my coffee approx
imately one-half sugar and the other half cream.
There was but one literary society at the col
lege at that time-the Philomathean; but even
at the beginning of my first session, this society
had begun to experience growing pains, and soon
a movement for the formation of a second one
was on. Long and sharp discussions followed,
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both pro and con. In spite of the impassioned
"house-divided-against-itself" speech by Miss
Lina Sanger, the expansionists prevailed and the
two new societies, the Virginia Lee and the Vic
torian, were born. John W. Wayland was the
first president of the Virginia Lee society, and
Isaac S. Long of the Victorian society. I re
member yet with what interest I heard the fine
inaugural addresses of these two young men.
With deep interest we listened to the moving
eloquence of our respective hero. In those days
we loved and labored for our literary societies.
Around those organizations clustered not only
the oratorical and literary ambitions of a large
percentage of the students, but here also centered
the social life of the student body. Opportunity
for social development was entirely incidental in
the college calendar, no special provision being
made for it as a matter of either social or cultural
training.
As the two literary societies progressed, an
active, healthy rivalry developed. Each tried to
out-do the other in the matter of securing new
members and in the quality of programs offered.
Intersociety debates were occasions for wild dem
onstrations of loyalty. As I remember, John C.
Myers was the second and David W. Crist the
third president of the Victorian Society, while
in the Virginia Lee Society, Justus H. Cline fol-
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lowed Wayland and preceded the writer as presi
dent.
I must pause in my reminiscence long enough
to make one or two observations. In those early
days literary society work occupied a much more
important place in the program and life of the
student than it does today. In this work boys
and girls learned something of the art of both de
bate and forensics; and, in the support of the
magazine then published by the societies, many
of the students acquired the ability of expressing
themselves fairly well in both prose and verse.
If my reader will take the time to peruse the
pages of the "Philomathean Monthly" of thirty
years ago, he will be delighted with some of the
literary efforts of the students contained therein.
When I read letters today from many college
graduates, I realize keenly the need of more gen
erous provision in our school program for com
position work.
From the very first I was impressed with the
general spiritual atmosphere that pervaded the
institution, and appeared reflected in the lives of
the officials and teachers. I can never think of
President Yount, Professor J. Carson Miller, or
Doctor John S. Flory apart from the quiet, gentle
spirit that always directed them. I remember
yet over this lapse of years with what eagerness
I would look forward to my Sunday school les
son, from week to week, with Doctor Flory. To
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his marvelous skill as a teacher he would bring
much of the spiritual life of his Bible text. He
taught not only facts, but living spirit, pulsating
life. This, after all, is the measure of any teach
ing-does the truth and the message live in the
mind and heart of the pupil?
And I recall with what kindness and patience
President Yount dealt with the many perplexing
problems of administration. Strong, healthy
boys and girls from the great open spaces did not
always accept restraint gracefully and cheerfully.
I remember very clearly that when a certain in
truder had invaded the sanctity of my room by
turning topsy-turvy everything therein, and I
had retaliated by going to his room and pitching
everything I could find, including his bed, out of
his window on to the campus, I was called into
consultation by the president. After learning
that I was not the aggressor, but that I had made
rather a good job of my defense, Professor Yount
took a very sympathetic attitude, laughed,
blushed, rubbed his bald head, and dismissed the
matter by indicating that proper regard for dis
cipline would not permit him openly to endorse
the course of self-protection pursued by me. This
was the only bed of a fellow student I ever threw
out of the window; but during my six years' stay
at the college I had several other interesting
"consultations" with the authorities that space
will not permit me to detail.
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During my third year I was made assistant to
Professor Miller in the commercial department.
It was here that I learned really to know and ap
preciate the ability and fine spirit of this quiet
scholar. He developed a commercial school that
compared favorably with any in the South. His
graduates went out into the business world into
the various states and made their mark. The
name of J. Carson Miller should always be re
membered in connection with the early history of
Bridgewater College. My association with him
developed a friendship that I continue to cherish
to the present time.
During my first and second years at the col
lege, through literary activities and otherwise, I
was thrown into contact very frequently with the
editor of this volume. He was a student-teacher,
greatly admired and loved both as student and
instructor. He had wooed and won the heart of
one of Bridgewater's fair daughters. As I re
member, it was at commencement, June, 1898,
that Mattie Virginia Fry and John W. Wayland
were married in the auditorium of Stanley Hall,
in the presence of the faculty and the student
body. As I looked about me that day, I wondered
how many more pairs of student-lovers would
eagerly have exchanged places with that happy
couple!
I return to my first year. Mr. Wayland was
stationed in Wardo Hall as a sort of spiritual ad-
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viser and monitorial guard over the young men.
It was on a rainy afternoon that a few of the
more restless · boys drove into the basement of
Wardo a flock of a neighbor's ducks that were
enjoying the educational advantages of a campus
life. Into the several coal bins these frightened
fowls huddled until night arrived. During the
prayer service period about a half dozen of the
more irreverent spirits stole down to the base
ment with folded umbrellas and into the recep
tacles created by closing their umbrellas, they
thrust duck after duck. By gathering the folds
of the umbrella about the handle, a dozen of these
innocent birds were carried unobserved into the
various rooms. As soon as ten o'clock had ar
rived and all lights were out the fun began. The
frightened ducks were pitched into the long hall
ways, and all twelve began to "quack, quack,
quack," much to the delight of the boys. Then
came Mr. Wayland, the guardian of our good
conduct. Of course it was not proper to have
ducks in the same building with well-behaved
young men; so he began the work of ejecting
these noisy waterfowls. But first they must be
caught. Over the years I can plainly hear the
pita-pat, pita-pat of the poor little short-legged
ducks, followed by the long, firm foot-falls of
their indignant pursuer, as up and down the halls
they raced in the dark. Many of us in the quiet
of our rooms enjoyed the odd race as a most un-
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usual and altogether unique entertainment! We
extend to our present Doctor Wayland our be
lated apologies. This is only one of many funny
experiences that served to brighten our school
life that was at times a bit drab. One of our fav
orite pastimes was to tie tin cans, water buckets,
et cetera, to the tails of the cows that often
roamed the campus. I would remind our readers
that our pranks were always innocent and fun
provoking, and never malicious.
Athletics? Oh, yes, we had basketball, base
ball, and football, but no tennis. In the days of
which I write, tennis was regarded too effeminate
even for girls. Basketball was indulged in for
exercise only. We played no match games. Our
football schedule was limited to three or four
games each season, played with teams in the com
munity. We usually met, in annual battle, Au
gusta Military Academy (Fort Defiance) and
West Central Academy (Mt. Clinton). Some
times we won. Our baseball schedule was a little
more extensive, but our contests were always re
stricted to neighborhood teams. Teams from
West Central Academy, Augusta Military Acad
emy, Deaf and Dumb Institute (Staunton), and
Shenandoah Collegiate Institute (Dayton), con
stituted our adversaries on our regular schedule.
We would play practice games with some of the
nearby "free lance" teams. And these would
usually furnish an abundance of fun. I remem-
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her on one occasion a team from Roman, Au
gusta County, had the temerity to challenge us.
Early in the game our superior strength was so
clearly demonstrated that throughout the game
George W. Flory batted with one hand. His
strong right arm was sufficient to wield the bat
in driving the ball to all parts of the lot. Some
of the regular players during these years were:
George Flory, Justus Cline, Bud and Charlie
Cline, John Myers, Weldon Myers, Walter
Myers, Otis Mendenhall, Lewis Sanger, Aubrey
Sanger, Ed Leatherman, Guy Brenaman, Ben
Wampler, Frank Kaetzel, Rowland Latham, the
writer, and a number of others whose names I do
not recall at this moment. Sometimes we lost,
but not often. We played hard and clean, and
our games attracted large crowds.
In the fall of 1897 our college plant consisted
of three buildings: the White House, Wardo
Hall, and Stanley Hall. In 1902 the present ad
ministration building next to Stanley was begun,
and the following year was completed. We were
very proud of this building, for it was so much
better in appearance, construction, and appoint
ment than any of its companions. We had hopes
that some day we would have a gymnasium, a
comfortable home for the girls, and a real dormi
tory for the boys; but thirty years ago our hopes
were little more than dreams. As we contem
plate our plant today, with its number of excel-
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lent buildings, we are reminded of the wondrous
blessings which loyal hearts have brought our
beloved alma mater!
As one visualizes in memory a broad land
scape of other days, he sees with outstanding
clearness a lovely knoll here, a rugged cliff there,
or a little stream yonder; and so when I would
roam the field of memory of boyhood college days
many of the happenings that return to me are
unrelated and unimportant. It is only a dim
memory now that on a hot summer day in '98
Bayard M. Hedrick came so near ending a most
useful life in the North River. We were enjoying
a swim in the stream south of the college
grounds. The water was deep. I swam down
stream some distance and well out into the mid
dle of the channel and then back to the bank.
Hedrick followed suit, but by the time he arrived
at the middle of the stream, he had used up all his
surplus "wind," and down he went. I swam as
rapidly as I could to his relief, but by the time I
reached him he had gone under for the third time.
As he came up I caught him and towed him to
safety. Mrs. Hedrick has always been very
grateful to me!
In my backward look tonight another inci
dent stands out. Charles Shirkey, of Daphna,
had been located in a room next to mine. About
twelve o'clock one night there emanated from his
room terrible groans. I ran over to his door and
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stopped to listen. Then came other· mighty
groans, followed by heart-rending sobs, and then
more awful groans. I knocked gently and for a
moment all was silence. Finally I was admitted;
and, on inquiry, I found that he was suffering
with nothing more serious than an acute attack
of homesickness. He assured me that he would
certainly die if he could not get away from that
place at once. I persuaded him to try to live till
morning! After an hour's conversation, he drop
ped off to sleep. I spent the night with him, and
when I awoke in the morning I was delighted to
see him still breathing normally. He did not go
home; and he still lives to verify this story.
I am impressed with the rapid passing of the
years when I remember that many of my class
mates have sent back to their alma mater sons
and daughters, who there pursued their courses
of study and are now filling positions of responsi
bility and usefulness. I may not take the time
here to speak of the numerous graduates of
Bridgewater who have won distinction in many
fields of service. When I ask what contribution
made by the college counted most in that success,
I return after thirty years to the same answer:
It was the emphasis placed upon spiritual values.
When I make that statement I would be under
stood to mean something more than specific
teaching of religious subjects. A spirit of rever
ence, a devotion to the great abiding spiritual
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truths of life, permeated the atmosphere and life
of the institution, and touched and transformed
the lives of the boys and girls. I believed then
and I believe now that the fine Christian lives
lived by the teachers and instructors inspired and
vitally affected the boys and girls more than any
specific instruction that was offered.
Righteousness is a quality of soul that is
grown by contact and environment rather than
through instruction. I would not be misunder
stood. I believe that religion not only should be
taught, but that it must be taught as a simple
necessity of personal and national preservation;
but it should ever be remembered that that teach
ing must be in the hands of those whose lives are
a living example of the-thing they are teaching.
It's a travesty to place in the custody of the skep
tic, however learned, the teaching of the glorious
faith of a spiritual kingdom. Bridgewater Col
lege was founded as a Christian college; and
through the half century of her service she has
made a saving contribution to society through
the earnest, stalwart young men and women who
have gone out from her portals and have wrought
nobly in the interest of the things of the spirit.
The alumni and alumnre of Bridgewater have
faithfully represented the righteous principles of
their alma mater. They have builded well in
many fields. As I bring this reminiscence to a
close, I would bear testimony to the value of the
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emphasis placed by my old college upon these
values of the spiritual realm. To me that is the
most sacred memory that I cherish; and I express
the hope that in the years yet unborn the high
ideals that prompted the founders in establishing
a Christian college may not be abandoned. The
exalted purposes of our Christian colleges alone
justify their being; and the very life of the insti
tutions themselves depends upon the jealous safe
guarding of those purposes.
As I remember the many, many limitations of
our little college of thirty years ago, I rejoice in
the increased opportunities and resources that
have come to her. As I look at the present sub
stantial plant and then remember the meagre
trio of buildings of my boyhood, the accomplish
ments of a quarter of a century seem almost a
miracle. The broadening and strengthening of
the program of study has kept pace with the
physical development. May her service increase
with the years, that she may continue to send
forth her sons and daughters trained and in
spired to direct human life on to the highways
that lead to the heights of achievement that will
glorify and bless.

CHAPTER XVII
AS I BELIEVE
By WILLIAM JOSEPH SHOWALTER

I

AM very glad, indeed, to contribute the con
cluding chapter to the Semi-Centennial His
tory of Bridgewater College, and to make that
chapter a sort of signboard on the highway of
today pointing to the Bridgewater goals of to
morrow.
The educational trends of the present hour are
such as to give to the Christian colleges of the
country a tremendously important place in our
scholastic system, and a high role to play in the
life of the America of the years to come.
Our universities we must have, with all of
their unemotional, unsentimental, unorthodox
outlook upon life and its problems. The world
would sustain an infinite loss if they should cease
to function, or if their philosophic quest for truth
in every department of human inquiry should
end.
But at the same time that we recognize their
vast contributions to the pushing back of the
horizons of knowledge, their inestimably valuable
aid to the application of truth to human good, we
must also recognize that there are spiritual values
with which they have no concern; which must be
preserved, and without which all they do were
next to profitless, since without these values life

7
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would become a meaningless enigma, only to be
enjoyed or endured, as the case may be with each
of us.
In the old days one had become mature alike
in age, in thinking, and in outlook upon life by
the time he was ready to go to a university. But
today our high schools, with their long terms and
efficient teachers, have our boys and girls ready
for college before their characters have devel
oped to the point where they have the stamina to
resist the temptations of the unguided life of our
universities, before their habits of mind have
taken sufficient form to appreciate the compass of
faith in the navigation of the seas of philosophy.
I think I can call upon such splendid Bridge
water boys as John Wayland, Perry Fitzwater,
and Wells Myers to testify with me to the debt
we owe to Bridgewater for keeping before our
minds, as we launched the barques of our lives
upon the sea of knowledge, the fact that, in the
words of the eminent Michael Pupin, "the things
of the spirit are just as real and just as demon
strable as the things of the material world."
With the training we received at old B. C. we
were able to go out and gather truth in every
realm, and to interpret that truth in the light of
our knowledge of spiritual values.
The great difficulty that we face everywhere,
be it in religion or in secular affairs, is over
emphasis. Many a university professor is unable
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to see the truths in religion because his eyes are
riveted on those in nature. Many a churchman
cannot see the truths in nature because his eyes
are focussed on those of religion. Both are
equally at fault; it is only when we can see things
in their true perspective, that our thinking be
comes sound.
We see this tendency of over-emphasis every
where. Israel thought always of the majesty of
God. We see the Old Testament filled with ref
erences thereto. The Apostles thought mainly of
the God of loving kindness and we find that up
permost throughout the New Testament.
Likewise, Paul preached a gospel of faith
justification by faith was the beginning and the
end of his doctrine. On the other hand, James
preached a gospel of works-"faith without
works is dead."
Both were right, just as Jew and Christian
were both right in their pictures of a God of ma
jesty and a God of loving kindness. But all of
them over-emphasized their respective view
points.
So it is in education. He who would be done
with religion and he would be done with science
are equally guilty of over-emphasis. Sound
thinking calls for a true appraisal of both and an
understanding estimate of each.
To throw our boys and girls into the mael
strom of university and college life where all em-
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phasis upon the spiritual side of human existence
is taboo, and where religion is by so many re
garded as nothing but a biological manifestation,
is to expose them to an intellectual contagion
which is just as dangerous as that which they
would likely contract if they were put into a
school at Zion City and taught that the earth is
flat.
Here is where the true role of the Christian
college comes in. If it fills its proper function
it will render unto Cresar tlie things that are
Cresar's, and unto God the things that are God's.
Its work will develop the spiritual side of life, at
the same time that it is giving its students train
ing in the realm of things natural. It must bring
up and develop leaders of Christian thought who
will labor to keep America sound in both its
spiritual and its material thinking.
Yes, the Christian colleges of America must
be, so to speak, tomorrow's monasteries where
our faith may be conserved through the Dark
Ages of Doubt and Unbelief, until there can
dawn another Renaissance when cold science and
heartfelt religion alike shall testify to both the
glory and the goodness of God.
Our universities and our secular colleges are
clearly teaching in a way that tends to lead us in
the direction of a cultural paganism. Our state
institutions, under the whip of an agnostic mi
nority, must leave the Bible out of their purview
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m the interpretation of all natural philosophy,
and perhaps the majority who attend them will
come to lean toward paganism, unless before
hand they are well grounded in the magnificent
harmonies that really exist between science and
religion when properly evaluated and their re
lationships truly understood.
To lay the foundations for that evaluation and
the understanding of those relationships is the
task of the Christian colleges. If those founda
tions are laid deep enough and that understand
ing developed into a proper conviction, then our
sons and daughters who go to our universities
will get nothing but good therefrom. But if this
is neglected there is danger, aye, grave danger
that they will emerge from their university ca
reers without even a remnant of their faith left.
No one should imagine from what I have said
that I am not a hearty believer in university ed
ucation, for I am. It is utterly essential to the
well-being of an ever-expanding race. It has
given us all the great physical blessings we enjoy
from the telephone to the radio, from the auto
mobile to the airplane. It has reduced our death
rate from the primitive forty per thousand per
annum to the modern twelve per thousand per
annum.
But for the researches its graduates have
made, pestilence would encompass the world,
famine would reign in every land.
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So I must perforce be a strong advocate of
university education. I would feel myself a
traitor to my race and my God if I were not.
Nor is my championship of the Christian col
lege and my recognition of the dangers in univer
sity education inconsistent with my support of
the universities.
We take exactly the same attitude every day.
Sin is usually nothing more than the abuse of the
great gifts God has given us. Because of the lib
ertines we would not think of abolishing sex. Be
cause of the drunkard we would not think of do
ing away with the laws of fermentation. Be
cause of war we would not think of abolishing
nitrates.
No, in our educational world we must aim to
provide, as does our Federal Government, and as
does Nature itself, a series of checks and balances
that will prevent any one idea or any one order
of life from running away.
And the most vital balance to the educational
system is the Christian college.
I happen to be a member of the Board of Ed
ucation of the United Lutheran Church and its
Executive Committee. We have a dozen Chris
tian colleges in our denomination, and our Board
interprets the will of the church to them and their
viewpoints to the church.
To us it seems that the functions of the col
leges are two-fold-to prepare the sons and
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daughters of the United Lutheran Church for
their life work or their university careers, and to
develop a leadership for the church in the years
to come.
It has seemed to me that Bridgewater is ful
filling this dual role with the church under whose
auspices it exists in an admirable way. As I
watch its graduates going out into life and enter
ing the universities I see them taking their places
alongside the best and the strongest graduates of
the best and strongest schools of the country,
whether in the responsibilities of life or the activ
ities of university training, in a way that makes
me proud of old B. C.
And then, when I study the influence that the
church leaders it has developed are having upon
the destinies of the denomination that has fos
tered it, I feel doubly proud.
There is no finer group of people anywhere
than those who constitute the denomination that
fosters Bridgewater College, when measured by
their basic characteristics of industry, frugality,
kindliness, and the purpose to be righteous.
But their over-emphasis on certain tenets of
their faith long isolated them from co-operation
with other denominations and weakened their in
fluence in the upbuilding of God's Kingdom on
earth. Out of the broader grasp of the problems
of life and the broader understanding of the true
habiliments of righteousness which comes from a
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college like Bridgewater, that over-emphasis is
passing, and Bridgewater's sons and daughters
are not only leading their own people into a
greater usefulness in the world, but are making
rich contributions to the Christian life of
America.
Judged by its fruits, Bridgewater College has
rendered, and continues to render, a service of
outstanding value to the denomination which
supports it, to the community in which it is lo
cated, and to the cause of Christian education.
Judged by those fruits we know that it has been
a good and faithful servant to those who have
supported it, building better than they knew; that
it has been a tender and noble mother to those
who have been its matriculates, sending them out
into the world equipped to carry forward its
ideals and transplant its inspiration in many
lands.
As I look back over its history and see with
what magnificent success it labored in the days
when its equipment was primitive and its re
sources scanty I rejoice at the "well done"
Bridgewater has received at the hands of its sup
porters as it stands at the end of its fifty years of
labor, and the "many things" it has been made
"ruler over" as it starts into the sixth decade of
its existence.
And yet I believe that what we see today is
but an earnest of what may be expected in the
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years that lie ahead. When it crosses the cen
tury line and celebrates its centennial perhaps
none of us who have a share in the making of this
book will be left on earth to witness the celebra
tion that will mark Bridgewater's adventure into
the second century of its existence.
But maybe there will be someone in that day
who will look back over the pages of this book to
learn something of the humble beginnings of the
college and its rise to usefulness and strength.
If such there shall be, I trust that should "As
I Believe" chance to catch his eye, he may pass a
kindly judgment upon the prophet who, in this
chapter, attempts to peer out into the future and
divine the things that shall have come to pass by
1980.

For it is a prophecy made in the hope of dis
closing the trends of the next five decades in
order to awaken Bridgewater's supporters to the
service they can render, rather than a forecast
that promises photographic accuracy.
How impossible it would be to forecast in de
tail the progress of fifty years is revealed by a
little thought of what has happened since Bridge
water opened its doors. Then the horse and
buggy was man's best means of individual trans
portation and the mud road was the rule. The
automobile was only a dream. Even the safety
bicycle had not yet succeeded the old high wheel.
Who then would have had the audacity to pre-
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diet that we would now be speeding along the
highways in pneumatic-tired motor cars at a
legal speed limit of thirty-five miles? Who
would have predicted that the little toy telephone
that had not yet reached the Shenandoah Valley
would become a household necessity and that we
would be calling up a friend in Europe or South
America with greater nonchalance than charac
terized me when I first said "hello" to a neighbor
forty years ago !
No, there were no talking machines, no mo
tion pictures, no electric street car lines, no pneu
matic tires, no typesetting machines, no storage
batteries, no fireless cookers, no electric refrig
erators, no kodaks in that day. Darius Green
was still the world's best aviator and his machine
the safest medium of flight. And as for X-rays,
radium, and radio, well, it would have been more
difficult to believe we would have them today
than it now seems to conceive of the fourth di
mension.
But this I do confidently predict: that the
progress of the next fifty years will be even more
remarkable than that of the fifty that have just
ended. While Bridgewater has witnessed more
progress than was recorded in all the years that
preceded, back even to the days of Adam, it will
witness even greater things in the years that lie
ahead.
When our children and their children come to
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celebrate the 100th anniversary of Bridgewater's
founding, many of them will fly to Bridgewater.
To them the automobile will seem as slow as a
horse and buggy seems to us.
In that day th� folks at home will sit in their
easy chairs in electrically heated homes, tune in
their televisors, and see and hear the proceedings
just as we now tune in on a London conference or
hear the sounds of civilization in a movie theatre.
In that day Rockingham County will be in the
commuting zones of Washington, with its
1,500,000 population, and Richmond, with its
1,000,000. Men and women will fly from Rock
ingham to Washington and Richmond with as
little thought of the significance of it all as they
now run into those cities from Fairfax Court
House and Ashland.
But these are only the beginnings of wonders
ahead of us. The atom will place its power at the
disposal of man, even as he has learned in our
time to harness the explosive force of molecules
to motor cars in our day. And out of the secret
of the atom's power man will fashion vehicles as
much faster than the automobile as the automo
bile is faster than the oxcart.
In that day, too, the whole Valley will be filled
with light manufacturing enterprises like the
rayon plant at Waynesboro, the silk mills at Har
risonburg. Specialty crops will more and more
come to take the place of general farming and
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land will bring a profit of $100 an acre, where it
now brings a profit of less than $10. Even today
that part of the new order casts its shadow be
fore, for an orchard in which I am interested has
brought a profit of an average of $50 per acre
over a three-year period.
In a hundred ways the supporters of Bridge
water College will prosper, and in their pros
perity they will better assess the role that Bridge
water has had in making it so. They will be our
sons and daughters and they will be much better
equipped to make the soil respond to their touch
than we have been, and much better fitted to ap
preciate the fact that money invested in educa
tion and educational equipment yields greater re
turns than any other sort of investment.
So Bridgewater will come to hear from them
the joyous plaudit: "You have been so splendidly
faithful over the extremely few things that our
fathers and mothers gave you, and have yielded
us such rich returns thereon, that we propose to
make you ruler over many things! You have
made your bricks with such a little bit of the
straw of resources that we propose henceforth to
see to it that you have everything you need to en
able you to go on to the greater services for
,,
which your past history fits you!

AUTHORS AND EDITORS OF THIS BOOK
BOWMAN, PAUL HAYNES-B. A., Bridgewater College,
1910; B. D., Crozer Theological Seminary, 1913; M. A., Univer
sity of Pennsylvania, 1913; D. D., Blue Ridge College, 1918; D.
D., Juniata College, 1925. President of Blue Ridge College,
1915-17; president of Bridgewater College since 1919. Member
General Education Board, Church of the Brethren. Author of
chapters IX and XIII.
CLINE, RUTH IRENE-B. A., Bridgewater College, 1922;
M. A., Vanderbilt University, 1926; M. A., Radcliffe College,
1928. Associate professor of English and dean of women,
Bridgewater College, since 1928. Co-author, with Dean C. C.
Wright, of Chapter V.
COOL, NEWTON DAVID;.._Student at Bridgewater, 189394, 1896-97, 1899-00; teacher in public schools of Rockingham
and Augusta; first assistant, John Kerr High School, Winches
ter, 1900-04; principal Winchester City Schools, 1904-18; instruc
tor and business manager, State Summer School, Winchester,
1906-11; instructor, Summer School, State Teachers College,
Harrisonburg, 1912-24; principal, Bridgewater College Academy,
1918-24; treasurer, Bridgewater College, since 1924. Business
manager of this work.
DOVE, FREDERICK DENTON-B. A., Daleville College,
1916; B. D., Crozer Theological Seminary, 1919; M. A., Univer
sity of Pennsylvania, 1921; professor of physics and social
science, Daleville, 1919-24; professor of psychology and Biblical
literature, Bridgewater, since 1925; dean, Bridgewater College,
1928-29. Author of Chapter VIII.
L

FLORY, JOHN SAMUE-B. Litt., Mt. Morris College,
1894; B. A., Bridgewater College, 1902; M. A., 1907; Ph. D., Uni
versity of Virginia, 1907; Litt. D., Mt. Morris College, 1922. In
structor, University of Virginia, 1903-05; professor of English
and president emeritus, Bridgewater College; president, Bridge
water College, 1910-19. · Phi Beta Kappa; Raven. Author. On
staff of Bridgewater College history, 1905. Author of chapters
III and X.
GARBER, JACOB AARON-B. E., Bridgewater College,
1899; graduate in commercial department, 1900; graduate Emer
son College, 1907; student in Boston University. Banker, 19081924; mayor of Timberville; treasurer of Rockingham •County,
Va., 1922-28; member Virginia House of Delegates, 1920-22;

412

BRIDGEWATER-DALEVILLE

member of Congress from the 7th District of Virginia, 1928-.
Chairman Semi-Centennial Campaign Committee, Bridgewater
Daleville College. Business manager of Bridgewater College
history, 1905. Author of Chapter XVI.
HARSHBARGER,
FRANCES
ELIZABETH-B.
A.,
Bridgewater College, 1925; teacher at Port Republic, 1925-26;
teacher in Blue Ridge College Academy, 1926-27; M. A., Univer
sity of Virginia, 1928; candidate for Ph. D. degree; manuscript
librarian, University of Virginia. Phi Beta Kappa. Author of
second part of Chapter XI.
HENRY, JERRY MAURICE-Student at Daleville; B. A.,
Bridgewater College, 1909; teacher at Daleville, 1909-13, 1914-17;
student at University of Virginia; M. A., George Washington
University, 1919; Ph. D., 1924. Evangelist in the Middle West;
pastor in Washington City. President of Blue Ridge College,
1922-1928; professor of history in Bridgewater College since
1928. Delegate to World Conference on Faith and Order,
Lausanne, Switzerland, 1927. Lecturer; author. Author of
chapters I and VI.
MILLER, ARTHUR BRUCE-B. A., Bridgewater College,
1910; teacher in public schools seven years, in private schools
two years; pastor Staunton Church of the Brethren, 1910-12;
pastor in Hagerstown, Md., 1912-19; of Bridgewater College
Church, 1919-24; in Philadelphia, 1924-26; in Lewistown, Pa.,
1926-28; in Hagerstown again since 1928. Evangelist; has held
over forty revivals. Author of ,Chapter XI, with Lina E. Sanger
and Frances E. Harshbarger.
MYERS, JOHN CLARENCE-B. A., Bridgewater College,
1900; student, University of Virginia, 1901-03; M. A., Bridge
water College, 1904; professor of mathematics, Bridgewater Col
lege, 1903-08, 1910-12. Division superintendent of schools, Rock
ingham County, Va., since 1917. Author of Chapter XII.
SANGER, LINA ELIZABETH-B. A., Bridgewater Col
lege, 1916; M. A., University of Pennsylvania, 1925; teacher in
public schools of Virginia, Mississippi, and Maryland. Principal
of Bridgewater High School, 1918-1930. Instructor in psychology
and education, Bridgewater College, 1917-18; in State Teachers
College, Harrisonburg, summer sessions of 1925, 1926, 1927.
Member National Council of Social Studies, Pi Gamma Mu
Honor Society, Committee of Publicaton of Who's Who among
Admnistrative Women in Virginia. Author, with A. B. Miller
and Frances E. Harshbarger, of Chapter XI.

AUTHORS AND EDITORS

413

SEESE, NORMAN ALEXANDER-B. A., Bridgewater Col
lege, 1915; student State Normal School, Harrisonburg, Va., and
the University of Pennsylvania; M. A., University of Virginia,
1924; student University of Chicago, 192'4-25. Director of Boys
School Work in Liao Chou, Shansi, China, 1917-26; principal of
the ,Church of the Brethren High School, Ping Ting Chow,
1926-28; principal, Daleville Academy, 1928-30. Author of Chap
ter VII.
SHOWALTER, WILLIAM JOSEPH-Student in Bridge
water College, 1894-96; Sc. D. (honorary), Pennsylvania College,
1921; newspaper editor in Harrisonburg, Staunton, etc.; cor
respondent and editorial writer in Washington, 1901-07; writer
for Haskin Syndicate, 1907-13; on editorial staff of National Ge
ographic Magazine since 1914. Author, traveler, lecturer. Mem
ber board of trustees American University. Decorated Order
of Bolivar by government of Venezuela, 1912. Author of Chap
ter XVII.
WAMPLER, FREDERICK JACOB-B. A., Bridgewater
College, 1908; M. A., 1912; student, Medical •College of Virginia,
1909-10; M. D., University of Chicago (Ruch), 1913; C. P. H.,
Johns Hopkins University, 1929. Medical missionary, Shansi,
China, 1913-26. Decorated by Chinese government, 1919, and
again in 1922. Health officer, Accomac, Va., 1927-28. Professor
of preventive medicine and director of outpatient department,
Medical College of Virginia, since July, 1928. Author of Chap
ter XIV.
WAYLAND, JOHN WALTER-B. A., Bridgewater Col
lege, 1899; Ph. D., University of Virginia, 1907; law student,
Blackstone Institute, ,Chicago. Teacher in public schools, Jeff
erson School for Boys, University of Tennessee, Bridgewater
College, and State Teachers College, Harrisonburg, Va. Phi.
Beta Kappa; Raven; Delta Sigma Rho. Member Virginia His
torical Society and honorary life member of Kansas State His
torical Society. Author. On staff of Bridgewater College his
tory, 1905. Author of chapters II and XV, and editor-in-chief.
WRIGHT, CHARLES CONRAD-B. E., Bridgewater Col
lege, 1900; B. A., 1918; M. A., Columbia University, 1923. Can
didate for Ph. D., University of Virginia, 1930. Professor in
Bridgewater College since 1916; business manager, 1917-22; dean
since 1925, with the exception of 1928-29. Author of "Develop
ment of Railroad Transportation in Virginia," etc. Author, with
Ruth I. ,Cline, of Chapter V.

414

BRIDGEWATER-DALEVILLE

WRIGHT, FRANK JAMES-B. E., Bridgewater College,
1905; B. A. 1908; M. A., University of Virginia, 1911; Ph. D.,
Columbia University, 1918. Teacher of geology in Bridgewater
College, Bryn Mawr College, and Columbia University. Dean
of Bridgewater College, 1921-23. Professor of geology, Denison
University, since 1924. Phi Beta Kappa; Sigma ,Chi. Member
of Virginia House of Delegates, 1916-20. Author of numerous
papers on the Southern Appalachians, the James River Basin,
etc. Author of Chapter IV.

